
HOUSE No. 1335.

House of Representatives

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred
the resolve providing for the erection of an equestrian or
military statue of Major-General Benjamin F. Butler (House,
972), report that they have considered the same and recom-
mend that it be referred to the next General Court.

In view of the public interest in this question and the con-
flicting opinions upon it that have been expressed before the
committee and elsewhere, and especially in view of the favor-
able report made by the committee on Military Affairs and
State House which sat jointly, and acknowledging the emi-
nent and patriotic service rendered by General Butler during
the Civil War, your committee consider it due to the House
to state briefly the reasons for recommending this reference :

First, the propositions which have been made in recent
legislatures for erecting upon the enlarged grounds about the
State House statues of Generals Grant, Sherman and Sheri-
dan have all been deferred to await the comprehensive devel-
opment of plans for the new grounds, when the public wish
shall be clearly indicated, and while an exception has been
made at this session in favor of a statue of the late Major-
General Joseph Hooker, we believe that a true regard for
art and economy requires further deliberation.

Second, a reason which appeals strongly to a committee
whose office it is to guard the treasury and at the same time
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provide as well as possible for the growing needs of the insti-
tutions of the Commonwealth, is the fact that the tax levy
for this year and probably for several years must unavoidably
be large, and that the debts of the state and of moat of the
cities and towns have been greatly increased of late by exten-
sive undertakings that have been deemed necessary to health
and progress. Hence, although such decorations and memo-
rials as may properly adorn the State House and grounds at
some time may not singly or oven collectively cost a sum
which could be thought extravagant or burdensome to Massa-
chusetts, still we think the expense should be distributed
over many years and that in a time of business depression
nothing should be undei taken which can, without detriment,
be deferred.

For the Committee,

ALBERT CLARKE.

Messrs. J. H. Mellen of Worcester, and Gallivan of
Boston, dissent.






