
SENATE No. 65.

for[To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts Prison Association
the establishment of a reformatory for male prisoners. Prisons ]

In the Tear One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-six.

AN ACT
To provide for the Establishment of the Suffolk

County Reformatory.

Commcmrucaltl) of iTassadjusdts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The city of Boston is hereby
2 authorized to establish a reformatory for male
3 prisoners, by the concurrent vote of both branches
4 of the city council and with the approval of the
5 mayor. "When the reformatory has been estab-
-6 lished, as aforesaid, the institutions commissioner,
7 under the direction and with the approval of the
8 mayor, shall obtain plans for the construction
9 of buildings therefor. Said buildings shall be



9.

10 planned to accomodate at least five hundred
11 prisoners, but it shall not be necessary to provide
12 for more than three hundred prisoners, in order
13 to declare them ready for use, as hereinafter pro-
-14 vided. Said buildings shall be so arranged as to
15 provide for the grading and classification of the
16 inmates, and provision shall also be made for
17 schoolrooms and workshops. They shall be con-
-18 structed under the direction and supervision of
19 the institutions commissioner, with the approval
20 of the mayor.

1 Sect. 2. Said city, by concurrent vote of both
2 branches of the city council, and with the approval
3 of the mayor, may purchase or take land for the
4 use of said reformatory. Said city shall file and
5 cause to be recorded in the registry of deeds for
6 the county and district within which the property
7 to be taken, otherwise than by purchase, is
8 situated, a description thereof, as certain as is re-
-9 quired in common conveyance of land, with a

10 statement of the purpose for which it was taken,
11 and upon such recording, said property shall be
12 taken by the city.

1 Sect. 3. Said city shall pay all damages sus-
-2 tained by any person or corporation in property
3 by the taking of any land, or other thing done by
4 said city, under the authority of this act. Any
5 person or corporation entitled to damages, as

6 aforesaid, under this act, who fails to agree with
7 said city as to the amount of damages sustained
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8 may have the damages assessed and determined
9 in the manner provided by law when land is takenaken

10 for the laying out of highways, by making appli-
-11 cation at any time within the period of three
12 years from the taking of such land or other prop-prop-
13 erty, or the doing of any other injury, under
14 the authority of this act; but no application shall
15 be made after the expiration of said three years.

1 Sect. 4. When the buildings constructed as
2 aforesaid are ready for use, the institutions com-30m-

3 missioner shall so notify the mayor. The mayor
4 shall inform the governor that said buildings are
5 ready for use, and the governor shall issue his
6 proclamation, announcing the establishment of
7 said reformatory, and fixing the date for opening
9 the same. Thereafter persons may be sentenced

10 and committed thereto, as hereinafter provided.

1 Sect. 5. The offic ;ers of said reformatory shall
ndent, a deputy superinten-
and such other officers as

issioner shall, from time to
sary. Said superintendent
said commissioner, and shall

2 consist of a superinte
3 dent, chaplain, clerk,
4 the institutions comm

5 time, consider neces
6 shall be appointed by
7 hold office during his
8 dent shall appoint all
9 approval of said com:

pleasure. Said superinten-
subordinate officers, with the
nissioner, and may suspend

10 or remove them at any time for cause, to be stated
11 in writing to said commissioner.

1 Sect. G. The salaries of all the officers of
2 said reformatory shall be fixed by the institutions
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3 commissioner, with the approval of the mayor,
4 and said salaries, together with all other expenses
5 of said reformatory, shall be paid from the treas-
-6 nry of said city, upon vouchers approved by said
7 commissioner, in the same manner in which the
8 expenditures of other institutions are paid. The
9 superintendent of said reformatory shall pur-

10 chase the provisions and supplies needed for its
11 maintenance, under the direction and with the
12 approval of said commissioner.

1 Sect. 7. The superintendent shall have the
2 custody and control of all prisoners committed to
3 the reformatory, under the rules and regulations
4 thereof.

1 Sect. 8. The institutions commissioner shall
2 have the supervision of the reformatory, and shall
3 make all necessary rules and regulations for the
4 government of the officers, for the discipline and
5 instruction of the inmates and for the custody and
G preservation of the property thereof. He shall
7 make special provision for grading and classify-
-8 ing the inmates, and establish rules for dealing
9 with them according to their behavior, industry

10 in labor and diligence in study.

1 Sect. 9. Any male person not more than
2 thirty-five years of age, convicted of an offence
3 committed within the county of Suffolk, punish-
-4 able by imprisonment in the state prison or in
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5 a house of correction, may be sentenced to the
6 Suffolk county reformatory. Every municipal,
7 police and district court in the county of Suffolk
8 having jurisdiction and authority to sentence such
9 person to a house of correction, shall have jnris-

10 diction and authority to sentence him to said
11 reformatory.

1 Sect. 10. When a convict is sentenced to the
2 Suffolk county reformatory, the court imposing
3 the sentence shall not fix or limit the duration
1 thereof, but said convict shall merely be sentenced
5 to the Suffolk county reformatory. Whoever is
6 so sentenced for an offence punishable by im-
-7 prisonment in the state prison, may be held in
8 said reformatory for a term not exceeding five
9 years. Whoever is so sentenced for an offence that

10 is not punishable by imprisonment in the state
11 prison, may be held in said reformatory for a term
12 not exceeding two years.

1 Sect. 11. When it shall appear to the institu-
-2 tions commissioner that any person held therein
3 has reformed, he may issue to him a permit to be
4 at liberty during the remainder of his term of
5 sentence, upon such terms and conditions as he
6 shall deem best, and he may revoke said per-
-7 mit at any time previous to its expiration. The
8 violation by the holder of a permit issued as
9 aforesaid of any of the terms or conditions thereof,

10 or the violation of any law of this Commonwealth
11 shall of itself make void said permit.
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1 Sect. 12. "When any permit granted as afore-
-2 said has been revoked, or has become void, said
3 commissioner may issue an order authorizing the
4 arrest of the holder thereof and his return to said
5 reformatory. Said order may be served by any
G officer authorized to serve criminal process in any
7 county in this Commonwealth. The holder of
8 said permit, when returned to said reformatory,
9 shall be detained therein according to the terms

10 of his original sentence; and in computing the
11 period of his confinement, the time between his
12 release upon said permit and his return to the
13 reformatory shall not be taken to be any part of
14 the term of the sentence.

1 Sect. 13. The institutions commissioner may
2 remove from the house of correction in said county
3 to said reformatory such male prisoners as he may
4 consider suitable for the reformatory, but no per-
-5 son shall be so removed who has less than one

6 3’car to serve, at the time of such removal. He
7 may also remove to such house of correction any
8 person held in said reformatory.
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1 Sect. 14. Every order for the removal of a

2 prisoner, as aforesaid, shall be signed by said
3 commissioner, and may be served by any officer
4 authorized to serve criminal process in Suffolk
5 county, or by any officer of said reformatory, or

G of said house of correction, who shall be desig-
-7 nated by said commissioner to perform such
8 service.
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1 Sect. 15. Every prisoner removed to or from
2 the reformatory, as aforesaid, shall serve the
3 remainder of his sentence in the institution to
4 which he is removed, in the same manner as if he
5 had been committed thereto originally.

1 Sect. 16. Whenever any person is sentenced
2 to said reformatory, the court imposing the sen-
-3 tence shall transmit to the superintendent an

4 attested copy of the complaint or indictment
5 under which such person was committed, to-
-6 gether with the names and addresses of the wit-
-7 nesses testifying for and against such person at
8 his trial. INo fee shall be charged or allowed for
9 making said copies.

1 Sect. 17. If the Suffolk county reformatory
2 shall be established, as provided in section one of
3 this act, said city of Boston may, by concurrent
1 vote of both branches of the city council, and with
5 the approval of the mayor, remove the house of
6 correction of said county from its present location
7 in South Boston to Deer Island, and may build,
8 on said island, such buildings as shall be neccs-
-9 sary for the use of said house of correction. Said

10 buildings shall be constructed under the direction
11 and supervision of the institutions commissioner,
12 with the approval of the mayor. The expenditure
13 for said buildings shall not exceed three hundred
11 thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 18. The city treasurer of the city of
2 Boston, to pay the expenses incurred under this
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3 act, shall, from time to time, on request of the in-
-4 stitutions commissioner, and with the approval of
5 the mayor, issue and sell notes, bonds or scrip of
6 the city to an amount not exceeding eight hun-
-7 dred thousand dollars, outside of the limit of in-
-8 dchtedness fixed by law for said city. Said city
9 treasurer shall pay over to the commissioners of

10 sinking funds of said city any premiums received
11 by him in the sale of such notes, bonds or scrip,
12 and said commissioners shall place all amounts so
13 paid to them by said treasurer in a sinking fund
14 for the payment of the loan hereby authorized.

1 Sect. 19. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


