
EXATE . . . . . No. 82.

[To accompany the petition of Josiah Quincy, Mayor of the City of
Boston, for changes in the laws relating to elections, registration
of voters and caucuses. Election Laws.]

CflinmomucaUl) of iHassadjusdis.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-six.

AN ACT
Relative to Voting Lists, Election Officers and

Records and Certificates of Election in the City
of Boston.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as fallot

1 Section sixty-two of chapter four hundred
2 and seventeen of the acts of eighteen hundred and
3 ninety-three is hereby amended by inserting
4 after the word “ may,” in the ninth line thereof,
5 the words “ and, in the city of Boston, the age of
6 each male voter therein,” so as to read as
7 follows;
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Section 62. The registrars of voters in each
city and town shall, from the names entered in
the annual register of voters, prepare voting lists
for use at the several elections to be held therein.
In such voting lists they shall place in alpha-
betical order the names of all voters entered on
the annual register, and they shall place opposite
the name of each voter his residence on the pre-
ceding first day of May, or at the time of his
becoming an inhabitant of such city or town after
the first day of May, and in the city of Boston
the age of each male voter therein, and they shall
place the names of women entered as voters in
separate columns or lists. In cities they shall
prepare such voting lists by wards, and if a ward
of a city or a town is divided into voting precincts
they shall prepare the same by precincts, and
shall place upon the lists for each ward or pre-
cinct, as the case may be, the names of all voters
having therein a residence as above provided.
They shall place upon the voting lists no names
not entered in the annual register.
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Section one, chapter four hundred and twenty-
five of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
ninety-five is hereby repealed.
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Section sixty-four of said chapter is hereby
amended by inserting after the word “ Boston,”
in the fifth line thereof, the words “ except in the
years designated for preparing new general
registers,” so as to read as follows:
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Section 64. The registrars of voters in every
city and town, twenty days at least before the
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40 annual city or town election, and in every city
41 and town except the city of Boston, thirty days
42 at least before the annual state election, and in
43 the city of Boston, except in the years designated
44 for preparing new general registers, twenty-four
45 days at least before the annual state election,
46 shall cause to be posted in their principal office
47 and in one or more other public places in the city
48 or town, copies of the voting lists prepared in
49 accordance with the provisions of the preceding
50 sections. In every city and town divided into
51 voting precincts, the registrars shall, in addition,
52 cause copies of the voting lists of each precinct
53 to be posted in one or more public places in the
54 precinct.
55 Section sixty-five of said chapter is hereby
56 amended by adding at the end thereof the follow-
-57 ing: “In the city of Boston in the years desig-
-58 nated for preparing new general registers, the
59 board of election commissioners shall as often as
60 once in each week during the period of such
61 general registration, cause to be printed in some
62 one newspaper published in said Boston, as near
63 as may be, such names as shall have been placed
64 upon the general registers during the six days
65 next preceding the date of such publication,” so
66 as to read as follows:
67 Section 65. After the voting lists have been
68 prepared from the annual register and copies
69 thereof have been posted as provided in the pre-
-70 ceding sections, the registrars of voters shall,
71 within forty-eight hours after adding a new name
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72 to the annual register, cause such names to be
added to the lists so posted in their principal
office. If, however, a city or town shall author-
ize the registrars to publish the names so added
to the register they may, instead of posting as

aforesaid, cause all additional names to be
printed in some one newspaper published in the
city or town, or, if no newspaper is so published,
then in some one newspaper published in the
county in which such city or town is situated.
In the city of Boston in the years designated
for preparing new general registers, as provided
by section six of chapter four hundred and
forty-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hun-
dred and ninety-five, the board of election com-

missioners shall as often as once in each week dur-
ing the period of such general registration cause to
be printed in some one newspaper published in
said Boston, as near as may be, such names as
shall have been placed upon the general regis-
ters during the six days next preceding the date
of each publication.
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94 Section seventy-eight of said chapter, as

amended by section one of chapter two hundred
and sixty-two of the acts of the year eighteen
hundred and ninety-five, is hereby amended by
inserting after the word “ made ” in the twenty-
sixth line thereof the words “ and in the years
designated for preparing new general registers
the board of election commissioners of the city
of Boston may, for the purpose of making such
certification, and in case of necessity, make use
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104, of the voting lists of the preceding year,” so
105 as to read as follows:
106 Section one (chapter two hundred and sixty-
107 two) section seventy-eight of chapter four hun-
108 dred and seventeen of the acts of the year
109 eighteen hundred and ninety-three is hereby
110 amended by inserting in the twenty-first line
111 after the word “ thereto ” the words “ and the
112 secretary of the Commonwealth shall not be
113 required in any case to receive and file nomina-
114 tion papers after receiving and filing such papers
115 containing a sufficient number of certified names
116 to make a nomination, with one-fifth of such num-
117 ber added thereto,” so as to read as follows
118 Section 78. Every voter signing a nornina
119 tion paper shall sign the same in person, and
120 shall add to his signature his place of residence,
121 with the street and number thereof, if any; and
122 every voter may subscribe to as many nomina-
123 tions for each office to be filled as there are per-
124 sons to be elected thereto, and no more. Women
125 qualified to vote for members of the school corn-
126 mittee may sign nomination papers for candi-
127 dates for the school committee. Every nomi-
128 nation paper shall, before being filed, be season-
129 ably submitted to the registrars of voters of the
130 city or town in which the signers purport to be
131 qualified voters, and the registrars, or a majority
132 of the board, to whom same is submitted, shall
133 forthwith certify thereon the number of signa-
-134 times which are names of qualified voters both
135 in the city or town for which they are registrars
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136 and in the district or division for which the
nomination is made, and in the years designated
for preparing new general registers, the board
of election commissioners in the city of Boston
may, for the purpose of making such certifica-
tion, and in case of necessity, make use of the
voting lists of the preceding year. The regis-
trars shall not, however, be required in any case

to certify upon a nomination paper a greater
number of names than such number as is re-

quired to make a nomination as aforesaid, with
one-fifth of such number added thereto, and the
secretary of the Commonwealth shall not be
required in any case to receive and file nomina-
tion papers after receiving and filing such papers
containing a sufficient number of certified names
to make a nomination, with one-fifth of such
names added thereto. One of the signers to
each separate nomination paper shall swear that
the statements therein are true, to the best of
his knowledge and belief, and the certification
of such oath and the post office address of the
signer shall be annexed to such paper.
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Section one hundred and six of said chapter
is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof
the following: “but in case any election officer
shall, upon the day of any election in the city of
Boston be found to be incompetent, or shall be
shown to be conducting himself in an improper
manner, so as to prejudice the public interests,
the board of election commissioners of said city
shall have power to remove him forthwith and
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168 appoint some other person of the same political
169 party to act in his place; and such officer so re-

-170 moved shall not be entitled to receive any com-

-171 pensation for his services rendered on such day,
172 and shall be disqualified for appointment as an
173 election officer for the period of one year there-
-171 after,” so as to read as follows:
175 Section 106. The mayor of every city, in the
176 month of September in each year, or as soon
177 thereafter as possible, shall, with the approval of
178 the board of aldermen, appoint as election offi-
-179 cers for each voting precinct, one warden, one
180 deputy warden, one clerk, one deputy clerk, four
181 inspectors and four deputy inspectors, who shall
182 be qualified voters in the ward of which such
183 precinct forms a part. The mayor of any city
184 may, in like manner, appoint, in addition to the
185 above, two inspectors and two deputy inspectors.
186 Such election officers shall be so appointed as
187 equally to represent the two leading political
188 parties, except that, without disturbing the equal
189 representation of such two parties, not exceeding
190 two of such election officers may be appointed
191 from qualified voters not representing either of
192 such two parties. The warden and two of the
193 inspectors so required to be appointed shall be of
194 a different political party from the clerk and the
195 other two inspectors, and in each case a principal
196 and his deputy shall be of the same political
197 party. Every nomination of an election officer
198 made by the mayor hereunder shall be acted
199 upon by the board of aldermen not less than
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200 three nor more than ten days after it has been
made. Every election officer so appointed shall
hold office for the term of one year, beginning
with the first day of November succeeding his
appointment, and until his successor is appointed
and qualified, or until his removal, as hereinafter
provided. Any such election officer may be re-
moved by the mayor, with the approval of the
board of aldermen, upon written charges of
incompetency of official misconduct, preferred
either by the city clerk or by not less than six
qualified voters of the ward in which the officer
is appointed to act.

201
202
203
204
205
20(5

207
20S
209
210
211
212

But in case any election officer shall upon the
day of any election in the city of Boston be
found to be incompetent or shall be shown to be
conducting himself in an improper manner so as
to prejudice the public interest, the board of
election commissioners of said city shall have
power to remove him forthwith, and appoint
some other person of the same political party to
act in his place; and such officer so removed
shall not be entitled to receive any compensation
for his services rendered on such day, and shall
be disqualified for appointment as an election
officer for the period of one year thereafter.
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Section one hundred and seventy-nine of said
chapter is hereby amended by inserting after the
word “ days ” in the second line thereof, the
words “ and in the city of Boston within fifteen
days,” so as to read as follows ;
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231 Section 179. The city or town clerk of every
city and town shall, within ten days and in the232
city of Boston within fifteen days from the day233
of any election therein for representative in con-234
gress, governor, lieutenant-governor, councillor,235
secretary, treasurer and receiver-general, auditor,236
attorney-general, commissioners of insolvency,237

238 clerk of courts, register of probate aud insol-
vency, sheriff, district attorney, or senator, or for239
electors of president and vice-president of the240
United States, transmit to the secretary of the241
Commonwealth copies of the records of the votes242
for such officers, which copies shall be certified213
by the board of aldermen or the selectmen as214
the case may be, and shall be attested and sealed245
by the clerk. The city or town clerk of every246

247 city and town shall, in like manner, within ten
218 days after an election therein for county treas-

urer or register of deeds, transmit to the county249
250 commissioners of the county for which such
251 officers are to be chosen, copies of the records

of the votes for such officers certified, attested252
253 and sealed as aforesaid; and shall within ten
254 days after an election therein for county commis-
255 sioner or special commissioners, transmit to the
256 clerk of the courts for the county the records
257 of the votes for such officers, so certified,
258 attested and sealed; except that the records
259 of the votes cast in the county of Suffolk for

register of deeds shall be transmitted to the260
board of aldermen of the city of Boston, and261
the records of the votes cast in the city of262
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Chelsea and the towns of Revere and Winthrop
in said county, for county commissioner and
special commissioners shall be transmitted to the
clerk of the courts for the county of Middlesex.
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The city and town clerks shall transmit all
such copies of the records of votes in envelopes,
upon the outside of which they shall specify the
offices for which the votes were cast, and, in case
officers are elected for divisions of the Common-
wealth, the divisions in which the votes are cast.
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