
SENATE No. 9G.

[To accompany the petition of the Mu tort

provide

body by a system of proportional representation, and for the creation
of a Board of apportionment. Metropolitan A

Commomoealtl) of ittassacljusctte.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-six

AN ACT
To provide a Single Legislative Chamber for the

City of Boston, and the Method of electing the
same, also to provide a Board of Apportionment,

Be it enacted by the /Senate and JloK.se of I 1
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as folio■

1 Section 1. The qualified voters of the city of
2 Boston shall, at the annual municipal election in
3 the year eighteen hundred and ninety-six, give in
4 their votes for twenty-seven able and discreet
5 persons, being inhabitants of said city, to be city
6 councillors of said city, nine for the term of one
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7 municipal year, nine for the term of two munici-
-8 pal years, and nine for the term of three municipal
9 years next ensuing said election; and thereafter,

10 at the annual municipal election in each year, said
11 voters shall give in their votes for nine such per-
-12 sons to be such city councillors of said city, each
13 for a term consisting of the three municipal years
14 next ensuing.
15 Vacancies may be tilled at any such municipal
16 election for the balance of the term, the candidate
17 for such vacancy who has the highest number of
18 votes to be declared elected.

1 Sect. 2. From and after the first Monday in
2 January, eighteen hundred and ninety-seven, the
3 common council and board of aldermen of said city
4 are abolished, and said city councillors of said city
5 elected as aforesaid shall on and after the first
6 Monday in January constitute the city council of
7 said city, and as such city council shall, subject to
8 the approval of the mayor, as now provided by
9 law, have and exercise all the powers not

10 inconsistent with this act now held and exer-
-11 cised by the common council or the board of
12 aldermen or the city council of said city,
13 or hereafter granted to said city or said city
14 council, or appertaining under any general law at
15 any time in force and applicable to the city of
16 Boston or to the aldermen or city council of
17 cities; but no order transferring money from one
18 appropriation to another shall be made except
19 upon the recommendation in writing of the
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20 mayor, approved by two-thirds vote of the whole
21 city council; and no order authorizing a loan or

22 expenditure of money, or authorizing the grant-
-23 ing of any franchise affecting the use of public
2d streets shall take its second reading until six
25 days, including Sunday, shall have elapsed after
26 its first reading.

1 Sect. 3. Said city councillors shall each re-
-2 ceive an annual salary of three thousand dollars,
3 and no sum shall be paid from the city treasury
4 for or on account of refreshments, carriage hire
5 or other personal expense, directly or indirectly
6 incurred by or in behalf of any city councillor or
7 committee.

1 Sect. 4. Any party or body of voters which
2 polled at the last preceding city election one per
3 cent, of the total vote cast, or which shall pre-
-4 sent a petition signed by voters equal in number
5 to such percentage, may nominate a list of candi-
-6 dates for such board of councillors not to exceed
7 the total number of persons to be elected mem-

-8 bers of such board, and the names of the persons
9 thus nominated shall be printed on the official

10 ballot.

1 Sect. 5. Each voter shall have as many votes
2 as there are persons to be elected, which he may
3 distribute as he chooses among the candidates,
4 giving not more than one vote to any one candi-
-5 date, and each vote shall count indivividually for
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6 the candidate receiving the same and for the ticket
7 to which the candidate belongs.

1 Sect. 6, The total number of votes cast for the
2 members of such board shall be divided by the
3 number of persons to be chosen, and the quotient,
4 ignoring fractions, shall be known as the unit of
5 representation.

1 Sect. 7. The total number of votes cast for the
2 tickets of each party or body nominating candi-
-8 dates shall be severally divided by the unit of
4 representation, and each such party or body of
5 voters shall be entitled to a number of represent-
G ativcs equal to the quotient thus obtained, ignor-
-7 ing fractions. If the sum of such quotient be
8 less than the number of seats to be filled, the
9 body of electors having the largest remainder

10 after the division aforesaid shall be entitled to an

11 additional representative, and soon until all the
12 seats at filled.

1 Sect. 8. When the number ofrepresentatives
2 to which each party or body of voters is entitled
3 shall have been determined as hereinbefore pro-
4 vided, the candidates of such party or body who
5 shall receive the most votes, not exceeding the
6 number of representatives to which such party or

7 body is entitled, shall receive certificates of elec-
-8 tion: provided , however, that if a candidate who
9 is on more than one ticket receives in all more

10 votes than any person who would receive a cer-
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11 tificate of election under the preceding provision,
12 he shall be counted as a representative of the
13 body or party upon whose ticket he receives the
14 largest number of votes, and shall receive a cer-
-15 tificate of election in place of the candidate re-

-16 ceiving the smallest number of votes of those
17 who, under the said provision would receive such
18 certificate.

1 Sect. 9. In case of a tie with but one seat to
2 be filled, the choice shall be determined by the
8 board between the candidates so tied; and if a
4 member of such board shall die or resign, or his
5 seat shall in any other way become vacant, the
6 vacancy thus caused shall be filled by the board
7 until the next municipal election.

1 Sect. 10. The mayor, the president of the city
2 council, elected as now provided by law for the
3 chairman of the board of aldermen, the auditor,
4 and the two senior members of the board of sink-
-5 ing fund commissioners, shall constitute a board
6 of apportionment, and said board shall have
7 annually sent to it by the mayor, before January
8 fifteen in each year, the estimates of the respective
9 departments for their requirements for the ensu-

10 ing year in such detail as they deem expedient,
11 and said board shall examine these estimates, and
12 apportion the available funds of said city, whether
13 coming from income, tax,loan duly authorized by
14 the city council, or other source among the
15 various departments and among the items, or such
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16 of the items as they see fit, in each department,
17 and for other municipal requirements, in accord-
-18 ance with law, and as their judgment shall deter-
-19 mine.

1 Sect. 11. Said board shall submit its report
2 in detail to the city council not later than the first
3 of February in each year, and the apportionment
4 so made shall be the appropriations which the
5 several departments and officers specified in the
6 report may expend during the current municipal
7 year, except as said apportionment may be altered
8 or changed by a two-thirds vote of the whole city
9 council, approved by the mayor. But no such

10 changes or alterations shall be made after the first
11 day of March in each year, and after the first day
12 of March in each year no appropriation shall be
13 made by the city council unless the appropriation
14 proposed shall have first been submitted to the
15 board of apportionment for its consideration, and
16 shall either have been approved by said board or,
17 if disapproved, shall receive a two-thirds vote of
18 the whole city council and the approval of the
19 mayor.

1 Sect. 12. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.






