
SENATE No. 98.

[To accompany the petition of the Municipal League of Boston for an
amendment of the charter of said city so as to provide a better system
of proportional representation, and to define the method of preparing
the ballots under said system. Metropolitan Affairs.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-six.

AN ACT
To amend the Charter of the City of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The members of the board of
2 aldermen, common council and school committee
3 to be chosen at an election shall be chosen by all
4 the voters of the city on a general ticket and not
5 by districts.

1 Sect. 2. Any party or body of voters which
2 polled at the last preceding city election one per
3 cent, of the total vote cast, or which shall pre-
-4 sent a nomination paper signed by voters equal in
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5 number to such percentage, may nominate a list
6 of candidates for each board not to exceed the
7 total number of persons to be elected members of
8 such board, and the names of the persons thus
9 nominated shall be printed on the official ballot,

10 but so that the list of candidates nominated by
11 each party or body for any board shall be printed
12 separately.

1 Sect. 3. Each voter shall have as many votes
2 as there are persons to be elected, which he may
3 distribute as he chooses among the candidates,
4 giving not more than one vote to any one candi-
-5 date, and each vote shall count individually for
G the candidate receiving the same and for the
7 ticket to which the candidate belongs.

1 Sect. 4. The total number of votes cast for
2 the members of each board shall be divided bv the
3 number of persons to be chosen for that board,
4 and the quotient, ignoring fractions, shall be
5 known as the unit of representation.

1 Sect. 5. The total number of votes cast for
2 the tickets of each party or body nominating can-

-3 didates for a board shall be severally divided by
4 the unit of representation, and each such party or

5 body of voters shall be entitled to a number of
6 representatives in such board equal to ,the quo-
-7 tient thus obtained, ignoring fractions. If the sum

8 of such quotients be less than the number of per-
-9 sons to be chosen, the body of electors having the
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10 largest remainder after the division aforesaid shall
11 be entitled to an additional representative, and so

12 on until the whole number is chosen.

1 Sect. 6. When the number of representatives
2 to which each party or body of voters is entitled
3 shall have been determined as hereinbefore pro-
-4 vided, the candidates of such party or body who
5 shall receive the most votes, not exceeding the
(i number of representatives to which such party or
7 body is entitled, shall receive certificates of elec-
-8 tion; provided, however, that if a candidate who
9 is on more than one ticket receives in all more

10 votes than any person who would receive a certifi-
-11 cate of election under the preceding provision, he
12 shall be counted as a representative of the body
13 or party upon whose ticket he receives the largest
14 number of voles, and shall receive a certificate of
15 election in place of the candidate receiving the
16 smallest number of votes of those who, under the
17 said provision, would receive such certificate.

1 Sect. 7. In case of a tie with but one person
2 to be elected, the choice between the candidates
3 so tied shall be determined by the board for which
4 the persons having the tie were candidates, at the
5 first meeting after the persons chosen at the same
6 election are entitled to seats therein ; and if a
7 member of any board shall die or resign, or his
8 seat shall in any other way become vacant, the
9 vacancy thus caused shall be filled by the board

10 of which he is a member.




