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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-six

AN ACT
To impose a Penalty for Failure to bring in to the

Assessors Sworn Lists of Taxable Chattels.
•.ted by the Senate and House of Representatives
Court assembled, and by the authority of the

1 Section' 1. When any person liable to taxa-
-2 tion on personal property shall fail to bring in to
3 the assessors a true list, duly sworn to, of the
4 personal estate of such person not exempted from
5 taxation, as required by section thirty-eight of
6 chapter eleven of the Public Statutes, within the
7 time specified in the notice therein referred to, or,
8 having brought in such list, shall neglect or
9 refuse to answer on oath all inquiries of the

(Eommonrucdltl) of iilcissadjusctts.

10 assessors necessary to enable them to ascertain
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11 the nature and amount of such property, the
12 assessors after having entered in the valuation of
13 such person the amount of personal estate as pro-
-14 vided in sections forty-one and forty-two of said
15 chapter, shall enter in said valuation another
16 equal amount in another column of the valuation
17 list, upon which amount such person shall be
18 assessed and pay taxes by way of doomage, as
19 upon so much personal property.

1 Sect. 2. Any person to whom an abatement
2 of taxes assessed on personal property shall be
3 allowed under the provisions of law relating to
4 abatement of taxes shall be entitled to a like pro-
-5 portionate abatement of doomage, and an entire
6 abatement of doomage may be allowed to any per-
-7 son under the provisions of law relating to the
8 abatement of taxes and on compliance therewith,
9 on proof that there has been, on part of the appli-

10 cant for abatement no default, or failure, or

11 neglect or refusal to answer inquiries of the
12 assessors, by reason of which such applicant was
13 liable to be assessed for doomage, or that in case
14 of such default, failure, neglect or refusal there
15 was reasonable excuse therefore.

1 Sect. 3. The valuation lists and tables of
2 aggregates furnished by the secretary of the
3 Commonwealth shall be changed to provide an

4 additional column in the valuation list in which
5 the assessors shall enter the amounts on which
6 doomage is assessed, which amounts shall, for
7 purposes of taxation, be classed as personal estate
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8 and be also included in the amount thereof stated
9 in said list, and to provide two columns in the

10 tables of aggregates, in one of which columns the
11 assessors shall state the aggregate amounts on
12 which doomage is assessed, and in the other of
13 which they shall state the amount of doomage.
14 The column added to the valuation list shall be
15 numbered twelve, and the present numbers of the
16 columns above and including number twelve shall
17 be changed to admit the number of the additional
18 column in consecutive order. The column in the
19 table of aggregates of the amount on which
20 doomage is assessed shall be numbered six, and
21 the column of doomage seven, and the present
22 number of the columns above and including
23 number six shall be changed to admit the num-
24 bers of the additional columns in consecutive
25 order.
26 In the valuation list, as changed, the heading in
27 the fourteenth column shall be “ aggregate of
28 each person’s ratable personal estate including
29 amounts on which doomage is assessed;” and the
30 heading of the fifteenth column shall be “total
31 tax on personal estate including doomage.”
32 The headings in the tables of aggregates shall
33 be changed to show that in the statements of the
34 value of personal estate assessed the amount
35 assessed for doomage is included, and in the
36 statements of the amount of tax assessed on per-
-37 sonal property the doomage is included.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect on the last
2 day of the current calendar year.




