
SENATE No. 117.

[To accompany the petition of Thomas F. Maguire and others that
owners of buildings shall, in certain cases, deduct from the contract
price the amounts due mechanics and laborers for labor performed
and furnished and for materials furnished, and pay said amounts
directly to such mechanics and laborers. Joint Judiciary.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-six.

AN ACT
To further protect Laborers and Mechanics per-

forming Labor or Furnishing Materials in the
erection, alteration or repair of Buildings.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Whenever any contractor shall
2 make] a contract for building, altering or repair-
-3 ing any building with the owner thereof, it shall
4 be his duty to furnish to said owner on demand,
5 before receiving any part of the contract price,
6 as it may become due, a true and itemized state-
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7 ment of the amount due any person performing
8 or furnishing labor on said building or to any
9 person for materials furnished; and upon delivery

10 of the statement aforesaid it shall be the duty
11 of the owner to retain from the money then due
12 the contractor a sum not exceeding the price
13 contracted for sufficient to pay such person for
14. labor performed or furnished, or materials fur-
-15 nished, which said amount the owner shall pay
16 directly to the persons entitled thereto as their
17 interest may appear.

1 Sect. 2. Any violation of the provisions of
2 this act shall be punished by a fine not exceeding
3 dollars or by imprisonment in the
4 jail or house of correction not exceeding thirty
5 days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.






