
SENATE .... No. 135.

[To accompany the petition of Edwin P. Seaver and others for the
passage of an act for the creation and disbursement of a public school
teachers’ retiring fund in cities. Education.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-six.

AN ACT
To provide for the creation and disbursement of a

Public School Teachers’ Retirement Fund in
Cities.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
General Court assembled,

same, as follow.

1 Section 1. In any city of this Common-
-2 wealth which shall accept the provisions of this
3 act as hereinafter provided, the school committee
4 shall have power to create a public school
5 teachers’ retirement fund herein provided, which
6 shall consist of the following with the income and
7 interest thereof;

8 First, All money, pay, compensation, salary,
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9 or any part thereof, deducted or withheld from any
10 teacher or teachers on account of absence from
11 duty, or any cause in accordance with provisions
12 of the rules of said committe.
13 Second. All moneys received from donations,
14 legacies, gifts, bequests or otherwise, for, or on
15 account of said fund.
16 Third. The school committee, which shall
17 adopt the provisions of this act, shall at the ex-
-18 piration of five months from such adoption reserve
19 monthly and turn over to said fund, one per cent.
20 of the salaries paid each month to the teachers,
21 who shall, prior to the expiration of said five
22 months, elect to come under the provisions of this
23 act ; and the school committee shall also reserve
24 monthly, and turn into said fund, one per cent, of
25 the salaries paid each month to all teachers ap-
-26 pointed after the expiration of said period.

1 Sect. 2. The president or chairman of the
2 school committee, together with four members
3 chosen by said committee, the superintendent of
4 schools and three representatives to be selected
5 annually by the teachers of the public schools
6 under control of said committee, shall form a
7 board of trustees who shall have charge of and
8 administer said fund, and said board of trustees
9 shall have power to invest the same as shall be

10 deemed by them most beneficial to said fund, and
11 shall have power to make payment from said fund
12 of annuities granted in pursuance of this act;
13 and shall from time to time make and establish
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14 such rules and regulations for the administration
15 of said fund as they shall deem best.

2 power to pay to a retiring teacher an amount
3 equal to one half of the salary of such teacher at
4 the time of resignation, but in no case to exceed
5 six hundred dollars in any one year, upon the
6 following conditions:
7 First. Where such retiring teacher has taught
8 for not less than thirty years in the public schools,
9 and for not less than eighteen years immediately

10 preceding the date of such retirement in the city,
11 from the service of which such teacher retires.
12 Second. Where such retiring teacher, though
13 having taught less than thirty years, has become
14 mentally or physicially incapacitated from teach-
-15 ing, provided that such teacher has taught for the
16 period of not less than five years immediately
17 preceding the date of such retirement in the
18 public schools of the city from the service of
19 which such teacher retires, and provided further,
20 that the annuity shall cease when such inca-
-21 pacity ceases.
22 Third. No annuity shall be paid until the re-
-23 tiring teacher shall contribute or shall have con-
-24 tributed to said fund a sum equal to fifteen per
25 cent, of the annual salary of such teacher at the
26 time of resignation.

1 Sect. 4. In case the fund should he insuffi-
-2 cient to pay the annuities provided in section

1 Sect. 3. The board of trustees shall have
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3 three of this act, the board of trustees shall have
4 power to reduce the same by making an equitable
5 distribution among the teachers who may be en-
-6 titled to annuities under the provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect in any city
2 when accepted by vote of the school committee
3 of such city.


