
SENATE No, 178.

Senate, March 31, 1896.

The committee on Election Laws, to whom was referred
the petition of Josiah Quincy, mayor ot the city of Boston,
for changes in the laws relating to elections, registration of
voters and caucuses (accompanied by bills, Senate, Nos. 82,
89, 90 and 91), report, in part, the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

JOS. J. CORBETT.

Commomocaltl) of illasoadiusctto.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-six.

AN ACT
Relative to Voting Lists and Records and Certifi-

cates of Election in the City of Boston.
Be it enacted by the Senate

in General Court assembled,
same, as folloivs:

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

1 Section sixty-two of chapter four hundred
2 and seventeen of the acts of eighteen hundred and
3 ninety-three is hereby amended hy inserting
4 after the word “ town,” in the second line thereof,
5 the words “ and, in Boston, the board of election
6 commissioners; ” and after the word “ may,” in the
7 ninth line thereof, the words “ and, in the city of
8 Boston, the age ot each male voter therein,” so
9 as to read as follows:

10 Section 62. The registrars of voters in each
11 city and town, and in Boston the board of election
12 commissioners, shall, from the names entered in
13 the annual register of voters, prepare voting lists
14 for use at the several elections to be held therein.
15 In such voting lists they shall place in alphabeti-
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16 cal order the names of all voters entered on the
17 annual register, and they shall place opposite the
18 name of each voter his residence on the preceding
19 first day of May, or at the time of his becoming
20 an inhabitant of such city or town after the first
21 day of May, and in the city of Boston the age of
22 each male voter therein, and they shall place the
23 names of women entered as voters in separate
24 columns or lists. In cities they shall prepare such
25 voting lists by wards, and if a ward of a city or

26 a town is divided into voting precincts they shall
27 prepare the same by precincts, and shall place
28 upon the lists for each ward or precinct, as the
29 case may be, the names of all voters having there'
80 in a residence as above provided. They shall
31 place upon the voting lists no names not entered
39 in fVtn nrmnnl rorriatur32 in the annual register,
33 Section sixty-four of said chapter is hereby
34 amended by inserting after the word “ Boston,” in
35 the fifth line thereof, the words “ the board of
36 election commissioners except in the years desig-
37 nated for preparing new general registers,” so as
38 to read as folloAvs:
39 Section 64. The registrars of voters in every
40 city and town, twenty days at least before the
41 annual city or town election, and in every city
42 and town except the city of Boston, thirty days
43 at least before the annual state election, and in
14 the city of Boston the board of election commis-
-45 sioners, except in the years designated for pre-
-46 paring new general registers, twenty-four days
47 at least before the annual state election, shall
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48 cause to be posted in their principal office and
49 in one or more other public places in the city
50 or town, copies of the voting lists prepared in
51 accordance with the provisions of the preceding
52 sections. In every city and town divided into
53 voting precincts, the registrars shall, in addition,
54 cause copies of the voting lists of each precinct
55 to be posted in one or more public places in the
50 precinct.
57 Section sixty-five of said chapter is hereby
58 amended by inserting after the word “voters,” in
69 the fourth line thereof,the words “and in Boston,
GO the board of election commissioners;” by in-
-61 serting after the word “ registrars,” in the eighth
G 2 line thereof, the words “ or in the city of Boston,
G 3 the board of election commissioners;” and by
G 4 adding at the end thereof the following; “In the
65 city of Boston in the years designated for pre-
-66 paring new general registers, the board of elec-
-67 tion commissioners shall as often as once in each
68 week during the period of such general registra-
-69 tion, cause to be printed in some one newspaper
70 published in said Boston, as near as may be, such
71 names as shall have been placed upon the general
72 registers during the six days next preceding the
73 date of such publication,” so as to read as fol-
-74 lows:
75 Section 65. After the voting lists have been
76 prepared from the annual register and copies
77 thereof have been posted as provided in the pre-
-78 ceding sections, the registrars of voters, and in
79 Boston the board of election commissioners, shall,
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after adding a ncwithin forty-eight hourSO

to the annual register cause such names to be81
posted in their principalI to the lists soss

i

83 office. If, however, a city or town shall author
84 ize the registrars, or, in the city of Boston, the
85 board of election commissioners, to publish the
8(5 names so added to the register, they may, in-

3 of posting as aforesaid, cause all additiona87

88 names to be printed in some one newspaper

89 published in the city
90 miner is so nnblishet

or town, or, if no ncws-
publishc then in some one news

91 paper published in tl
9'2 or town is situated.

county in which such city

In the city of Boston irwn is situated m m
93 the years designated neralparing n
9 by section six of chapter

95 four hundred and nine ot th

9G year eighteen hundred rod ninety-five, the boardu

97 of election commi ers shall as often as onceelection comraissioi

period of such general98 in each week diin

99 registration cause t printed in some one
100 newspaper published n said Boston, as near
10 acedn

102 ring t x days

103 next preceding the d of each publication..1

ht of said
105 amended by section one of chapter two hundred
106 -and sixty-two of the actand sixty-two of the acts of the year eighteen

107 hundred and ninety-five, is hereby amended byis li

r th
109 line thereof, the words “ and in Bthe words “ and in Boston the board
110 of election commissioners”: iafter the word
111 re” in the sixteenth line thereof the words

104 Section seventy-£
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112 “election commissioners or”; and by inserting
113 after the word “ registrars,” in the seventeenth
111 line thereof, the words “or said board of elec-
115 tion commissioners,” so as to read as follows
116 Section one (chapter two hundred and sixty-
117 two) section seventy-eight of chapter four hun-
118 dred and seventeen of the acts of the year

119 eighteen hundred and ninety-three is hereby
120 amended by inserting in the twenty-first line
121 after the word “thereto” the words '“ and the
122 secretary of the Commonwealth shall not be
123 required in any case to receive and file nomina-
121 tion papers after receiving and filing such papers
125 containing a sufficient number of certified names
126 to make a nomination, with one-fifth of such nura-
127 her added thereto,” so as to read as follow
128 Section 78. Every voter signing a nomina
129 tion paper shall sign the same in person, and
130 shall add to his signature his place of residence,
131 with the street and number thereof, if any; and
132 every voter may subscribe to as many nomina-
133 tions for each office to be filled as there are per-
131 sons to be elected thereto, and no more. Women
135 qualified to vote for members of the school coin-

136 mittee may sign nomination papers for candi-
137 dates for the school committee. Every nomi-
-138 nation paper shall, before being filed, be season-
-139 ably submitted to the registrars of voters of the
110 city or town, and in Boston, the board of election
111 commissioners, in which the signers purport to be
112 qualified voters, and the registrars, or a majority
113 of the board, to whom the same is submitted, shall
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144 forthwith certify thereon the number of sigma-
tures which are names of qualified voters both145
in the city or town for which they are election14G
commissioners or registrars and in the district147

division for which the nomination is made.14S
The registrars of said board of election commis149

mers shall not, however, be required in any case150
to certify upon a nomination paper a greater151
number of names than such number as is re-152
quired to mate a nomination as aforesaid, with153
one-fifth of such number added thereto, and the154

cretary of the Commonwealth shall not be155
156 required in any case to receive and file nomina-
157 tion papers after receiving and filing such papers

mtaining a sufficient number of certified names158
to make a nomination, with one-fifth of such159
number added thereto. One of the signers to160
each separate nomination paper shall swear that161
the statements therein are true, to the best of162
is knowledge and belief, and the certification163

161 of such oath and the post office address of the
ner shall be annexed to such papc165

Section one hundred and seventy-nine of said166
167 chapter is hereby amended by inserting after the
168 word “ days ” in the second line thereof, the
169 words “ and in the city of Boston the board of
170 election commissioners shall within fifteen days,”
171 after the word “selectmen” in the eleventh line
172 thereof, the words “or said board of ion

173 c loners: ” after the word “ clerk ” in the
174 twelfth line thereof the words “as by said
175 board of eh commissioners,” after the word
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176 “ transmitted ” in the twenty-fourth line thereof,
the words “ by said board of election commis-
sioners,” and after the word “ clerks ” in the
thirtieth line thereof, the words “ and said
board,” so as to read as follows:

177
178
179
180
181 Section 179. The city or town clerk of every

city and town shall, within ten days and in the
city of Boston, the board of election commis-
sioners, shall, within fifteen days from the day
of any election therein for representative in con-
gress, governor, lieutenant-governor, councillor,
secretary, treasurer and receiver-general, auditor,
attorney-general, clerk of courts, register of
probate and insolvency, sheriff, district attorney,
or senator, or for electors of president and vice-
president of the United States, transmit to the
secretary of the Commonwealth copies of the
records of the votes for such officers, which copies
shall be certified by the board of aldermen ortho
selectmen, or said board of election commission-
ers, as the case may be, and shall be attested and
sealed by the clerk, or by said board of election
commissioners. The city or town clerk of every
city and town shall, in like manner, within ten
days after an election therein for county treas-
urer or register of deeds, transmit to the county
commissioners of the county for which such

182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202

officers are to be chosen, copies of the records
of the votes for such officers certified, attested
and sealed as aforesaid; and shall within ten
days after an election therein for county commis-
sioner or special commissioners, transmit to the

203
2CU
205
20(5

207
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clerk of the courts for the county the records
of the votes for such officers, so certified,
attested and sealed; except that the records
of the votes cast in the county of Suffolk for
register of deeds shall be transmitted by said
board of election commissioners to the board
of aldermen of the city of Boston, and the
records of the votes cast in the city of Chel-
sea and the towns of Revere and TVmthrop
in said county, for county commissioner and
special commissioners shall be transmitted to the
clerk of the courts for the county of Middlesex.

20S
209
210
211
212

213
2U
215
21G
217
21S
219

The city and town clerks and said board
shall transmit all such copies of the records of
votes in envelopes, upon the outside of which
they shall specify the offices for which the votes
were cast, and, in case officers are elected for
divisions of the Commonwealth, the divisions in
which the votes are cast.

220

221
90 o

223
224
225
226








