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Cemmomomitl) of iflassadjusctK

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-six.

A N  A C T
Relative to Elections, Caucuses, Voting Lists, 

Nomination Papers, and Records and Certificates 
of Election.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section sixty-two of chapter four
2 hundred and seventeen o f the acts of the year
3 eighteen hundred and ninety-three is hereby 
d amended by inserting after the word “ town,” in 
5 the second line thereof, the words “ and, in Boston, 
G the board o f election commissioners; ” by insert-
7 ing after the word “ register,” in the sixth line
8 thereof, the words “  except in the city o f Boston,
9 in the years designated for general registration,

10 the voting lists, if deemed advisable by the elec-
11 tion commissioners, may be prepared by streets;”
12 and by inserting after the word “ May,” in the
13 ninth line thereof, the words “  and, in the city of
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14 Boston, the age of each male voter therein,’’ so
15 as to read as follows: —
16 Section G2. The registrars o f voters in each
17 city and town, and in Boston the board of election
18 commissioners, shall, from the names entered in
19 the annual register o f voters, prepare voting lists
20 for use at the several elections to be held therein.
21 In such voting lists they shall place in alphabeti-
22 cal order the names of all voters entered on the
23 annual register, except that in the city of Boston
24 in the years designated for general registration,
25 the voting lists, if  deemed advisable by the
26 election commissioners, may be prepared by
27 streets, and they shall place opposite the name
28 o f each voter his residence on the preceding first
29 day o f May, or at the time of his becoming an
30 inhabitant o f such city or town after the first
31 day o f May, and in the city of Boston the age of
32 each male voter therein, and they shall place the
33 names of women entered as voters in separate
34 columns or lists. In cities they shall prepare such
35 voting lists by wards, and if a ward of a city or
36 a town is divided into voting precincts they shall
37 prepare the same by precincts, and shall place
38 upon the lists for each ward or precinct, as the
39 case may be, the names o f all voters having therc-
40 in a residence as above provided. They shall
41 place upon the voting lists no names not entered
42 in the annual register.

1 Sect. 2. Section sixty-four o f said chapter
2 four hundred and seventeen is hereby amended
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3 by inserting after the word “  town,” in the second
4 line thereof, the words “  except in the city o f
5 B >ston, and in the city of Boston the board o f
6 election commissioners,”  and by inserting after
7 the word “ Boston,” in the fifth line thereof, the
8 words “ the board o f election commissioners
9 except in the years designated for preparing new

10 general registers,” so as to read as follows: —
11 Section 64. The registrars o f voters in every
12 city and town, except in the city o f Boston,
13 and in the city o f Boston the board o f election 
11 commissioners, twenty days at least before the 
15 annual city or town election, and in every city 
1G and town except the city o f Boston, thirty days
17 at least before the annual state election, and in
18 the city o f Boston the board o f election commis-
19 sioners, except in the years designated for pre-
20 paring new general registers, twenty-four days
21 at least before the annual state election, shall
22 cause to be posted in their principal office and in
23 one or more other public places in the city or 
21 town, copies o f the voting lists prepared in ac- 
25 cordance with the provisions o f the preceding 
2G sections. In every city and town divided into
27 voting precincts, the registrars shall, in addition,
28 cause copies o f the voting lists o f each precinct
29 to be posted in one or more public places in the
30 precinct.

1 Sect . 3. Section sixty-five of said chapter
2 four hundred and seventeen is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the word “ voters,” in the fourth
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4 line thereof, the words “  and in Boston, the board
5 o f election commissioners; ” by inserting after the 
G word “  registrars,” in the eighth line thereof, the
7 words “  or in the city of Boston, the board o f elec-
8 tion commissioners;” and by adding at the end
9 thereof the following: “ In the city of Boston in

10 the years designated for preparing new general
11 registers, the board o f election commissioners shall
12 as often as once in each week during the period
13 o f such general registration cause to be printed
14 in some one newspaper published in said Boston
15 such names, as near as may be, as shall have
16 been placed upon the general registers during the
17 six days next preceding the date o f such publi-
18 cation,” so as to read as follows: —
19 Section 65. After the voting lists have been
20 prepared from the annual register and copies
21 thereof have been posted as provided in the pre-
22 ceding sections, the registrars o f voters, and in
23 Boston the board o f election commissioners, shall,
24 within forty-eight hours after adding a new name
25 to the annual register, cause such names to be
26 added to the lists so posted in their principal
27 office. If, however, a city or town shall author-
28 ize the registrars, or, in the city of Boston, the
29 board o f election commissioners, to publish the
30 names so added to the register, they may, in-
31 stead o f posting as aforesaid, cause all additional
32 names to be printed in some one newspaper
33 published in the city or town, or, if  no news-
34 paper is so published, then in some one news-
35 paper published in the county in which such city
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36 or town is situated. In the city of Boston in
37 the years designated for preparing new general 
33 registers, as provided by section six o f chapter
39 four hundred and forty-nine o f the acts o f the
40 year eighteen hundred and ninety-five, the board
41 o f election commissioners shall as often as once
42 in each week during the period o f such general 
4:3 registration cause to be printed in some one
44 newspaper published in said Boston, such names,
45 as near as may be, as shall have been placed
46 upon the general registers during the six days
47 next preceding the date o f each publication.

1 Sect. 4. Section seventy-two of said chapter
2 four hundred and seventeen is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the word “  shall,” in the second line
4 thereof, the words “  be issued not less than seven
5 days prior to the day on which said caucus is
6 to be held, and shall state the place where and
7 the day and hour when the said caucus is to
8 be held, and shall be conspicuously placed or
9 posted in at least five places on a line or lines o f

10 public travel, and if practicable in every post-office
11 within the city or town wherein the caucus is to
12 be held, or shall be published at least twice in any
13 one or more local newspapers, if any. Said
14 notice shall,” so as to read as follows: —
15 Section 72. The notice for a caucus under the
16 provisions o f this title shall be issued not less than
17 seven days prior to the day on which said caucus
18 is to be held, and shall state the place where and
19 the day and hour when the said caucus is to be
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20 held, and shall be conspicuously placed or posted
21 in at least five places on a line or lines of
22 public travel, and if practicable in every post-
23 office within the city or town wherein the caucus
24 is to be held, or shall be published at least twice
25 in any one or more local newspapers, if  any.
26 Said notice shall designate by name or office the
27 person who shall call such caucus to order; and
28 the person so designated shall call the caucus to
29 order and preside until a chairman is chosen. In
30 case, however, the person so designated shall be
31 absent at the time appointed, the caucus may
32 choose a temporary chairman to act in place of
33 such person. The organization o f the caucus by
34 the choice o f a chairman, secretary and such other
35 officers as the meeting may require shall be the
36 first business in order.

1 Sect. 5. Section seventy-eight of said chapter
2 four hundred and seventeen is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the word “  any,” in the fourth
4 line thereof, the words “  except that any voter who
5 is prevented from writing by a physical disability
6 or who had the right to vote on the first day of May
7 in the year eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, may
8 axithorize some other person to write his name
9 and place o f residence in his presence; ” by insert-

10 ing after the word “  town ” in the tenth line
11 thereof, the words “ and in Boston the board of
12 election commissioners;” by inserting after the
13 word “ are,” in the fifteenth line thereof, the words
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14 “ election commissioners o r ;” by inserting after
15 the word “  registrars,”  in the seventeenth line
16 thereof, the words “ or said board o f election com-
17 missioners;” and by inserting after the word
18 “ thereto” and before the word “ and,” in the
19 twenty-first line thereof, as amended by section
20 one o f chapter two hundred and sixty-two of the
21 acts o f the year eighteen hundred and ninety-five,
22 the words “ and names upon nomination papers
23 not certified in the first instance by the registrars
24 or board o f election commissioners shall not there-
25 after be certified by them on the same nomination
26 papers,” so as to read as follows: —
27 Section 78. Every voter signing a nomina-
28 tion paper shall sign the same in person, and
29 shall add to his signature his place o f residence,
30 with the street and number thereof, if any; ex-
31 cept that any voter who is prevented from writing
32 by a physical disability, or who had the right to
33 vote on the first day of May in the year eighteen
34 hundred and fifty-seven, may authorize some other
35 person to write his name and place of residence
36 in his presence; and every voter may subscribe to
37 as many nominations for each office to be filled as
38 there are persons to be elected thereto, and no more.
39 Women qualified to vote for members o f the school
40 committee may sign nomination papers for candi-
41 dates for the school committee. Every nomi-
42 nation paper shall, before being filed, be season-
43 ably submitted to the registrars of voters o f the
44 city or town, and in Boston the board o f election
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45 commissioners, in which the signers purport to be
46 qualified voters, and the registrars, or a majority
47 o f the board, to whom the same is submitted, shall
48 forthwith certify thereon the number o f signa-
49 tures which are names o f qualified voters both 
.50 in the city or towrn for which they are election
51 commissioners or registrars and in the district
52 or division for which the nomination is made.
53 The registrars or said board of election commis-
54 sioners shall not, however, be required in any case
55 to certify upon a nomination paper a greater
56 number o f names than such number as is re-
57 quired to make a nomination as aforesaid, with
58 one-fifth o f such number added thereto, and names
59 upon nomination papers not certified in the first
60 instance by the registrars or board o f election
61 commissioners shall not thereafter be certified by
62 them on the same nomination papers, and the
63 secretary o f the Commonwealth shall not be 
61 required in any case to receive and file nomina-
65 tion papers after receiving and filing such papers
66 containing a sufficient number o f certified names
67 to make a nomination, with one-fifth o f such
68 number added thereto. One of the signers to
69 each separate nomination paper shall swear that
70 the statements therein are true, to the best of
71 his knowledge and belief, and the certification
72 of such oath and the post-office address o f the
73 signer shall be annexed to such paper.

1 Sect . 6. Section seventy-nine o f said chapter
2 four hundred and seventeen is hereby amended
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3 by inserting after the word “  words,” in the
4 seventh line thereof, the words “  A ll certificates of
5 nomination shall also contain a statement o f what
6 provision, if any, was made by the caucus or cun-
7 vention for filling vacancies caused by the death,
8 withdrawal or ineligibility o f candidates;” by in-
9 serting after the word “  term,” in the twentieth

10 line thereof, the words “  which name or term shall
11 not be the name o f any party which cast at the
12 last preceding election more than three thousand
13 votes for governor;” and by inserting after the
14 word “  words,” in the twenty-third line o f said
15 section, the words which designation shall not be
16 changed after being once placed upon the paper,”
17 so as to read as follows : —
18 Section 79. All certificates o f nomination and
19 nomination papers shall, besides containing the
20 names o f candidates, specify as to each: one, his
21 place o f residence, with street and number thereof,
22 if any; two, the office for which he is nominated;
23 and three, except as hereinafter provided, the party
24 or political principle which he represents, ex-
25 pressed in not more than three words. All cer-
26 tificates o f nomination shall also contain a state-
27 ment of what provision, if any, was made by the
28 caucus or convention for filling vacancies caused
29 by the death, withdrawal or ineligibility o f can-
30 didates. In the case o f electors o f president and
31 vice-president o f the United States, the names of
32 the candidates for president and vice-president
33 may be added to the party or political designation.
34 To the name of each candidate for the office o f
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35 alderman at large in a city shall be added the
36 number or letter of' the ward in which the candi-
37 date resides.
38 I f  a candidate is nominated otherwise than by
39 a political party which at the preceding annual
40 state election polled for governor three per centum
41 of the entire vote cast for that office, the name
42 o f a party so polling three per centum o f such
43 entire vote shall not be used in the party or po-
44 litical designation o f such candidate except as
45 describing and preceding some other name or
46 term, which name or term shall not be the name
47 of any party which cast at the last preceding
48 election more than three thousand votes for gov-
49 ernor; and if so used in case o f a candidate
50 nominated by a nomination paper, the designation
51 of such candidate shall consist o f not more than
52 two words; which designation shall not be
53 changed after being once placed upon the paper;
54 and to such designation shall be added the words
55 “  nomination paper,” or, as abbreviated, “  nom.
56 paper.”  Certificates of nomination and nomina-
57 tion papers for the nomination o f candidates for
58 town offices may include a designation o f the
59 party or principle which the candidate represents,
60 but no such designation shall be necessary.

1 Sect . 7. Section two of chapter two hundred
2 and fifty-three of the acts o f the year eighteen
3 hundred and ninety-five is hereby repealed; and
4 section eighty-seven o f chapter four hundred and
5 seventeen o f the acts o f the year eighteen hundred
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6 and ninety-three is amended by adding at the end
7 thereof the words “  In case o f vacancies caused
8 by withdrawal, certificates o f nomination under this
9 section made otherwise than in the original man-

10 ner shall be filed in the office o f the secretary or
11 clerk, as the case may be, within a reasonable
12 time, not exceeding seventy-two hours after the
13 last day and hour for filing withdrawals, and 
11 they shall be open to objection in the same man-
15 ner, as far as practicable, as provided in section
16 eighty-five o f this act, in regard to certificates o f
17 original nominations. Ho vacancy caused by
18 withdrawal shall be filled before the withdrawal
19 shall be duly filed in the office o f the secretary or
20 clerk, as the case may be,” so as to read as
21 follows: —
22 Section 87. In case a candidate who has been
23 duly nominated for a state, city or town office,
24 shall die before the day of election, or shall cause
25 his name to be withdrawn from nomination, in
26 accordance with the provisions o f this title, or
27 shall be found in accordance with the provisions
28 thereof to be ineligible to the office for which he
29 is nominated, the vacancy may be supplied by the
30 political party or other persons making the origi-
31 nal nomination, in the manner in which such nom-
32 ination was originally made; or if the time is
33 insufficient therefor, then the vacancy may be
34 supplied, if the nomination was made by a con-
35 vention or caucus, in such manner as the conven-
36 tion or caucus has previously provided for the
37 purpose, or, in case no such previous provision
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38 has been made, then by a regularly elected
39 general or executive committee representing the
40 political party or persons holding such a conven-
41 tion or caucus.
42 In case o f vacancies caused by withdrawal,
43 certificates o f nomination under this section made
44 otherwise than in the original manner shall be
45 filed in the office o f the secretary or clerk, as the
46 case may be, within a reasonable time, not exceed-
47 ing seventy-two hours after the last day and hour
48 for filing withdrawals, and they shall be open to
49 objection in the same manner, as far as practica-
50 ble, as provided in section eighty-five of this act,
51 in regard to certificates o f original nominations.
52 No vacancy caused by withdrawal shall be filled
53 before the withdrawal shall be duly filed in the
54 office o f the secretary or clerk, as the case may be.

1 Sect . 8. Section one hundred and forty-
2 nine o f said chapter four hundred and seventeen,
3 as amended by section one o f chapter two hun-
4 dred and seventy-five o f the acts o f the year
5 eighteen hundred and ninety7-five, is hereby
6 further amended by inserting after the word
7 “  held,” in the twelfth line o f section one o f said
8 chapter two hundred and seventy-five, the words
9 “ Pasters to be placed on the official ballot shall

10 be subject to all the restrictions imposed by
11 sections seventy-nine and one hundred and thirty-
12 two as to the names, residences and political
13 designations o f candidates and the size o f type in
14 which the names shall be printed,” so as to read as
15 follows: —
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16 Section 149. The presiding election officer at
17 each polling place in a city or town shall, on the
18 day o f any election o f state or city officers, before
19 the opening o f the polls, open the package con-
20 taining the cards o f instruction, specimen ballots
21 and copies o f any proposed amendments to the
22 constitution, which have been received for such
23 polling place, and shall cause not less than three 
21 such cards and three such copies, if any, and not
25 less than five specimen ballots to be posted in and
26 about the polling place outside the guard rail,
27 and shall also cause the cards o f instruction and
28 a copy o f any proposed amendment to be posted
29 at or in each marking shelf or compartment inside
30 the guard rail; and no other poster, card, hand-
31 bill, placard, picture or circular, except a paster
32 to be placed upon the official ballot, intended to
33 influence the action o f the voter, shall be posted,
34 circulated or distributed in the polling place, in
35 the building in which the polling place is located,
36 or on the walls thereof, or on the premises on
37 which the building stands, or on the sidewalk
38 adjoining the premises where such election is
39 being held. The presiding election officer at
40 each polling place shall at the opening o f the
41 polls at any such election publicly break the seals
42 o f the packages containing the ballots for distri-
43 bution at such polling place, open the packages,
44 and deliver the ballots to the ballot clerks.
45 In elections of town officers in towns, for which
46 ballots have by law been provided at the expense
47 o f the town, the town clerk shall, on the day of
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48 election, before the opening o f the polls, cause not 
40 less than three cards of instruction and not less
50 than five specimen ballots to be posted in or about
51 the polling place outside the guard rail, and shall
52 cause cards o f instruction to be posted at or in
53 each marking shelf or compartment inside the
54 guard rail; and no other poster, card, handbill,
55 placard, picture or circular, except a paster to be 
50 placed upon the official ballot, intended to influ-
57 ence the action o f the voter, shall be posted, cir-
58 culated or distributed in the polling place, in the
59 building in which the polling place is located, or
60 on the walls thereof, or on the premises on which 
GI the building stands, or on the sidewalk adjoining 
62 the premises where such election is being held.
03 Pasters to be placed on the official ballot shall
04 be subject to all the restrictions imposed by sec- 
65 tions seventy-nine and one hundred and thirty- 
06 two as to the names, residences and political des- 
67 ignations o f candidates and the size of type in
08 which the names shall be printed.
09 The town clerk shall likewise on the day of
70 election, before the opening o f the polls, deliver
71 the ballots to the ballot clerks, who shall receipt
72 therefor, and their receipt shall be preserved in
73 the office o f the clerk for the period o f one year.
74 No such ballots shall, however, be delivered to
75 voters until a moderator has been chosen in the
76 manner provided by law.

1 Sect . 9. Section one hundred and seventy-
2 nine o f said chapter four hundred and seventeen
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3 is hereby amended by inserting after the word
4 “  days,” in the second line thereof, the words
5 “  and in the city o f Boston the board o f election 
G commissioners shall within fifteen days;” by in-
7 serting after the word “  selectmen,” in the eleventh
8 line thereof, the words “ or by said board o f elec-
9 tion commissioners;” by inserting after the word

10 “ clerk,” in the twelfth line thereof, the words
11 “ or by said board o f election commissioners; ” by
12 inserting after the word “  transmitted,” in the
13 twenty-fourth line thereof, the words “ by said
14 board o f election commissioners;” and by in-
15 serting after the word “  clerks,” in the thirtieth 
1G line thereof, the words “ and said board,” so
17 as to read as follows: —
18 Section 179. The city or town clerk o f every
19 city and town shall within ten days, and in the
20 city of Boston the board o f election commis-
21 sioners shall within fifteen days from the day
22 o f any election therein for representative in con-
23 gress, governor, lieutenant-governor, councillor,
24 secretary, treasurer and receiver-general, auditor, 
23 attorney-general, clerk o f courts, register o f 
2G probate and insolvency, sheriff, district attorney,
27 or senator, or for electors o f president and vice-
28 president of the United States, transmit to the
29 secretary o f the Commonwealth copies of the
30 records o f the votes for such officers, which copies
31 shall be certified by the board o f aldermen or the
32 selectmen, or by said board of election commission-
33 ers, as the case may be, and shall be attested and
34 sealed by the clerk, or by said board of election
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commissioners. The city or town clerk of every 
city and town shall, in like manner, within ten 
days after an election therein for county treas
urer or register o f deeds, transmit to the county 
commissioners o f the county for which such 
officers are to be chosen, copies o f the records 
o f the votes for such officers, certified, attested 
and sealed as aforesaid; and shall within ten 
days after an election therein for county commis
sioner or special commissioners, transmit to the 
clerk o f the courts for the county the records 
o f the votes for such officers, so certified, 
attested and sealed; except that the records 
o f the votes cast in the county o f Suffolk for 
register of deeds shall be transmitted by said 
board o f election commissioners to the board 
o f aldermen of the city o f Boston, and the 
records o f the votes cast in the city o f Chel
sea and the towns o f Revere and Winthrop 
in said county, for county commissioner and 
special commissioners, shall be transmitted to the 
clerk o f the courts for the county of Middlesex.

The city and town clerks and said board 
shall transmit all such copies o f the records of 
votes in envelopes, upon the outside o f which 
they shall specify the offices for which the votes 
were cast, and, in case officers are elected for 
divisions o f the Commonwealth, the divisions in 
which the votes are cast.

Sect. 10. Section four o f chapter four hun
dred and eighty-nine o f the acts o f the year
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3 eighteen hundred and ninety-five is hereby
4 amended by adding to the first paragraph
5 thereof the woi ds “  and until their successors 
G shall have organized,” so as to read as follows: —
7 Section 4. Each political party shall in every
8 ward and town annually elect a committee, to be
9 called in the case o f a town a town committee,

10 and in the case o f a ward a ward committee,
11 which shall consist o f not less than three persons,
12 who shall hold office for one year from the first
13 day o f January next following their election and
14 until their successors shall have organized, except
15 that whenever a ward committee shall be elected 
1G between the first day o f January and the first day
17 of June the members thereof shall hold office for
18 one year from the first day o f June next following
19 their election and until their successors shall have
20 organized.
21 The members o f the several ward committees
22 of a political party in a city shall constitute a
23 committee to be called a city committee. Each
24 town committee shall annually, on a date between
25 the first day o f January and the first day o f 
2G March following, and each city committee shall,
27 within thirty days from the beginning o f their
28 term o f office, meet and organize by the choice
29 of a chairman, a secretary and a treasurer, and
30 such other officers as they may decide to elect.

1 Sect . 11. Section ten o f chapter four hundred
2 and eighty-nine o f the acts o f the year eighteen
3 hundred and ninety-five is hereby amended by
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4 inserting after the word “ meeting,” in the tenth
5 line thereof, the words “ o f a political party;” so 
G that said section shall read as follows: —
7 Section 10. Every caucus o f a political party
8 in a town or city shall be called by a written or
9 printed notice specifying that the same is to be held

10 in accordance with the provisions o f the caucus
11 act o f eighteen hundred and ninety-five, and the
12 provisions thereof shall then apply to the conduct
13 and proceedings o f any such caucus, but nothing
14 herein shall prevent the enforcement at such cau-
15 cus o f further regulations not inconsistent with 
1G the provisions o f this act. Except as above pro-
17 vided, no caucus or meeting of a political party
18 shall be entitled to nominate a candidate for a
19 public office whose name shall be placed on the
20 ballots provided in accordance with the provisions
21 of chapter four hundred and seventeen o f the
22 acts o f the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
23 three and acts in amendment thereof and in addi-
24 tion thereto, or shall be entitled to select delegates
25 to a political convention for the nomination o f a 
2G candidate whose name shall be placed on the 
27 ballots so provided.

1 Sect. 12. Section thirty o f chapter five hun-
2 dred and seven o f the acts o f the year eighteen
3 dred and ninety-five is hereby amended by strik-
4 ing out all o f said section and inserting in place
5 thereof the following : —
G Section 30. In the case o f a newly incor- 
7 porated city, or in the case o f a redivision into
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8 wards o f a city to which the provisions o f this
9 act apply, at the first caucuses held in the next

10 succeeding’ year, the caucus officers to serve in
11 such caucuses shall be appointed by the city
12 committee; and at the aforesaid caucuses the
13 regular caucus officers shall be chosen, as heroin-
14 before provided. Each officer so chosen shall
15 hold office for one year from the first day o f
16 October succeeding his election and until his suc-
17 cessor is elected.
18 In case o f such redivision o f a city into wards,
19 any political party may in the next succeeding
20 year elect its ward committees to serve for such
21 terms not exceeding the length o f the terms for
22 which the former committees were chosen, as the
23 city committee existing at the time o f calling the
24 caucuses may determine, and thereafter shall elect
25 such committees at the times and for the terms
26 prescribed by law.

1 Sect. 13. Section three of chapter five hundred
2 and seven o f the acts o f the year eighteen hun-
3 dred and ninety-five is hereby amended by insert-
4 ing in the fifth line, after the word “ election,”
5 the words “  shall be called and held as herein
6 provided and;” and by inserting, in the twenty -
7 first line, after the word “ clerk,” the words “  or
8 in the city o f Boston, the board of election com-
9 missioners,” so as to read as follows: —

10 Section 3. All caucuses o f a political party
11 in said cities and towns for the choice of candi-
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12 dates to be voted for at a city or town election,
13 and for the choice o f delegates to a convention to 
IT nominate candidates to be voted for at a city or
15 town election, shall be called and held as herein
16 provided, and shall be held on the same day in
17 each city and town, except such caucuses as re-
18 late to a special election: provided, however, that
19 in said city or town caucuses for the choice of
20 delegates to a convention, to nominate candidates
21 to be voted for by the city or town at large, may
22 be held upon a different day from the other
23 caucuses above mentioned.
21 All caucuses for the choice o f a ward commit- 
25 tee shall be held on the same day, which may be 
2G the same as the day for holding caucuses for the
27 choice o f candidates to be voted for at a city
28 election.
29 The city or town committee shall determine the
30 days upon which all the caucuses mentioned in
31 this section shall be held, and all calls for the
32 same shall be issued by the chairman and secre- 
3 1 tary of the city or town committee.
31 INo two political parties shall hold their cau- 
35 cuses on the same day. The party first filing 
3G with the city or town clerk, or in the city of
37 Boston, the board o f election commissioners, a
38 copy o f the call for a caucus, shall be entitled to
39 precedence on the day named.”

1 Sect . 14. Section seven o f chapter five hun-
2 dred and seven o f the acts o f the year eighteen
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3 hundred and ninety-five is hereby amended by
4 adding at the end o f the section the words “ No
5 nomination paper offered for filing shall be
6 received or deemed to be valid, unless there shall
7 he presented for filing with such nomination paper
8 the written 'acceptance o f the candidate or candi-
9 dates for an elective office thereby nominated,” so

10 as to read as follows : —
11 Section 7. Nominations by members o f a po-
12 litical party o f candidates for elective offices, for
13 delegates to a convention, for caucus officers and
14 for a ward or town committee to be voted for at
15 a caucus, shall be made by nomination papers, as
16 hereinafter provided.
17 Such papers shall contain the signatures o f not
18 less than five legal voters o f the ward or town in
19 which the caucus is to he held.
20 Said voters shall he members o f the political
21 party whose caucus is to be held.
22 Every voter signing a nomination paper shall
23 sign the same in person, and shall add to his sig-
24 nature the street and number, if any, o f his resi-
25 dence.
26 Nomination papers placing candidates in nom-
27 ination shall not contain a larger number o f
28 names o f candidates than there are persons to be
29 elected. They may contain a less number.
30 No nomination paper offered for filing shall be
31 received or deemed to he valid, unless there shall
32 be presented for filing with such nomination paper
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33 the written acceptance o f the candidate or candi-
34 dates for an elective office thereby nominated.

1 Sect . 15. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.

Senate, May 6, 1896.
Passed to be engrossed.

Sent down for concurrence.

HENKY D. COOLIDGE, Clerk.
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