
SENATE No. 250.

Senate, May 21, 1896.

The committee on Libraries, to whom was referred the
petition of Ziba Nickerson and others, and of the selectmen
of the town of Chatham, for the incorporation of the Eldredge
Public Library, report the accompanying bill.

For the Committee,

JOHN J. PREVAUX.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-six.

AN ACT
To incorporate the Eldrege Public Library.

nacted by (he Senate and House of RepresentativesL
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Marceilus Eldredge, Heman Fisher
2 Eldredge, Heman Andrew Harding, William L.
3 Nickerson and John J. Howes and their succes-
-4 sors, are made a corporation by the name of the
5 “Eldredge public library ” for the formation and
6 maintenance of a public library in Chatham ; with
7 all the powers and privileges, and subject to all
8 the duties and liabilities set forth in the general
9 laws which now are or hereafter may be in force

10 and applicable to such corporations.

1 Sect. 2. Said corporation may hold real and
2 personal estate to the amount of one hundred
3 thousand dollars, for the purpose aforesaid, in
4 addition to books and objects of curiosity and art.

1 Sect. 3. The corporation shall consist of five
2 members, of whom at least three shall be citizens
3 of the town of Chatham. And it is hereby pro-
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4 vided, that if either the said Marcellus Eldredge
5 or the said Heman Fisher Eldredge shall at any
6 time resign or retire from this trust, he is and
7 shall be authorized to appoint his successor herein,
8 and in case either the said Marcellus or Heman
9 should decease while holding this trust he may be

10 will or any instrument in writing appoint his suc-
-11 eessor herein, and the appointees and successors
12 of the said Marcellus and Heman shall have the
13 like power of appointment forever. Subject to
14 the foregoing provision whenever a vacancy shall
15 occur in the number of corporators by death,
16 resignation or removal from the town of Chatham,
17 the remaining members shall fill the same, and in
18 case they shall fail to elect a person to fill the
19 vacancy within three months from the time such
20 vacancy shall occur, it shall be competent for the
21 judge of probate for the county of Barnstable,
22 upon the application of any inhabitant of Chat-
-23 ham, to fill such vacancy, and the majority of
24 these corporators may at any time, with the ap-
-25 proval of the judge of probate aforesaid, remove
26 any one of the corporators, except the said Mar-
-27 cellus and Heman and their appointees and suc-

-28 cessors, and the vacancy thus occassioned shall be
29 filled as in other cases.

1 Sect. 4. The town of Chatham may transfer
2 to said corporation all funds now held or hereafter
3 received by said town, for the purposes of a pub-

•

4 lie library, to be held and applied by the corpora-
-5 tion in the same manner as if they were held by
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6 the town; and may transfer to the corporation the
7 boohs and pamphlets of the town library, upon
8 such terms and conditions as shall be agreed upon
9 by said town and corporation: provided, however,

10 if such transfer of funds, boohs and pamphlets is
11 made by said town, said corporation shall forever
12 allow the inhabitants of the town of Chatham free
13 use of the said library under reasonable regula-
-11 tions.

1 Sect. 5. The town of Chatham may appro-
-2 propriate and pay annually towards defraying the
3 expense of maintaining and increasing said library,
4 a sum not exceeding one dollar for each of its
5 rateable polls in the year preceding that in which
6 the appropriation is made, and may also pay the
7 salary of a librarian and of any necessary assis-
-8 tants. The town may also pay over to said cor-
-9 poration, for the use of the library, any money by

10 law applicable to the use of a town library.

1 Sect. 6. Said corporation shall render to the
2 town of Chatham annually in the month of Jan-
-3 nary a report of their proceedings, and a state-
-4 ment of the condition of the library, its property
5 and funds, the number of books added during the
6 year, with an accurate account of all receipts and
7 expenditures, together with any other information
8 or suggestions which they may deem desirable.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


