
SENATE .... No. 200.

Office of the Attorney-General

Hon. George P. Lawrence, President of the Senate.

Dear Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge a copy of
the order adopted by the honorable Senate, that the Attorney-
General be requested to give his opinion to the Senate upon
the following important question of law, to wit:

“Is an act or a resolve of the General Court constitutional
which provides for the payment, from the treasury of the
Commonwealth, to the widow of or to a relative of a
deceased member of the judiciary, or of the General Court,
or of a department, board or commission of the Common-
wealth, or to the widow or relative of a deceased employee
of such department, board or commission, any sum of money
in excess of what was actually due such deceased person,
from the Commonwealth, at the time of his death?”

I assume that this order was adopted by the honorable
Senate under the authority of Public Statutes, chapter 17,
section 7, which provides that the Attorney-General “shall
when required by either branch of the General Court attend
during its sessions and give his aid and advice in the arrange-
ment and preparation of legislative documents and business,
and shall give his opinion upon questions of law submitted to
him by either branch of the General Court.” The plain in-
terpretation of this provision is that either branch of the
General Court may require the opinion of the Attorney-
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General for its assistance in the consideration of matters
pending before it; but it does not authorize a single branch
to propose to the Attorney-General abstract questions of law
which have no relation to pending matters. This interpreta-
tion I understand to be in accordance with the uniform con-
struction of the statute since its adoption.

I am informed that there is no measure now pending upon
which the honorable Senate has any occasion to require the
opinion of the Attorney-General upon the question stated
in the order, and that under the rules of the General
Court no such measure can now be introduced. It appears,
therefore, that the Senate has no present occasion to require
my opinion upon the question stated, for its assistance or
guidance in the work before it. It does not appear to me,
therefore, to be my duty to consider the question proposed ;

and I respectfully ask to be excused from complying with
the request of your honorable body.

Very truly yours,

HOSEA M. KNOWLTON,
A ttorney-General.






