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REPORT OF THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH.

Off! :e of the State Board of Health,
State House, Boston, January 1, 1898,

To the Honorable Senate and House of £ \presentalives of the Commonwealth oj
al Court assembled.Massachusetts in Oent

The following summary is made in compliance with the provisions
of chapter 289, section 2, of the Acts of 1884, requiring the State
Board of Health to “ report annually to the Legislature the number
of prosecutions made under chapter 263 of the Acts of 1882, and an
itemized account of all money expended in carrying out the provi-
sions thereof

The whole number of prosecutions made by authority of the Board
against offenders, under the provisions of the food and drug acts,
for the year ending Sept. 30, 1897, was 65.

The cities and towns in which the articles were sold, and in
respect to which complaints were entered in court, the character of
the articles found to be adulterated, or fraudulently sold, the dates
of the trials, and their results, are presented in the following table :

For Fraudulent Sales of Milk

Resul'iPl
Convicted.Oct. 28, 1896In Fall River

Oct. 28, 1896Fall River,
Fall River, Nov. 13, 1896

(JLommomuealtl) of illaseadjusctls.

FOOD AND DRUG INSPECTION.

MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS
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ResulDaPlace

iConvictDec. 4, 1896,
July 14, 1897,
July 14, 1897,
Aug. 30, 1897,
Aug. 30, 1897,
March 12, 1897,
March 25, 1897,
March 25, 1897,
April 2, 1897,
April 2, 1897,
April 17, 1897,
May 4, 1897,
May 4, 1897,
Oct. 13, 1896,
Oct. 13, 1896,
Dec. 15, 1896,
March 23, 1897,
Sept. 30, 1897,
May 28, 1897,
Sept. 21, 1897,
Oct. 24, 1896,
Jan. 7, 1897,
Oct. 14, 1896,
Oct. 14, 1896,
Oct. 14, 1896,
Oct. 15, 1896,
Dec. 19, 1896,
May 14, 1897,
March 13, 1897,
July 10, 1897,
Sept. 22, 1897,
Oct. 2, 1896,
Oct. 20, 1896,
Dec. 4, 1896,
Nov. 11, 1896,
Doc. 2, 1896,
Feb. 12, 1897,
March 25, 1897,
March 31, 1897,
April 26, 1897,
April 27, 1897,
April 27, 1897,
May 27, 1897,
May 24, 1897,
Sept. 2, 1897,

In Fall River,
Fall River,
Fall River,
Haverhill,*
Haverhill,*
Malden, .

Malden, .

Malden, .

Malden, .

Malden, .

Malden, .

Brockton,.
Brockton,.
Salem,
Salem,
Worcester,
Waltham,.
Cambridge,
Quincy, .

Quincy, .

Beverly, .

Beverly, .

Marblehead.
Marblehead.
Marblehead,
Mai'blehead
Spencer, .

Spencer,
Sherborn,
Sherborn,

Sherborn,
Needham,
Upton,

Dischari
Convicti

Swansea
aWestborough,

Wakefield,
Topsiield,
Southborough,
Carlisle, .

New Braintr
Barre,
Dana,
Northlield
Rockport,
Wareham,

These two complaints were made against one person, one being for sale of milk not of
itandard quality and the other for sale of milk containing coloring matter.
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Oleo', nargannt
Date.

In Beverly Convicted.Mai
Aug
Aus

Ii 11, 18!
Lawre
Lawren 189

Total

For Fraudulent Sai of Other Articles of Food.

Hi

In Boston, De 1896, Convicted

( ire

In Boston,
Boston,

Nay
June
Aug.

12, 1897, Convicted
1897,

Lawren 1897
Malden 1897Sept

JulyFall River, 30, 1897

Mo.

In Fall Riv 16, 1896,Oct.
May
June

Convicted
Gloucester, 189'
Bost 15, 189

Ah ■■in

In Malden, Sept. 2, 1897, .
.

. Convicted.

( ssi.

In Boston Sept 16, 189 Convicted,

Mi
Aug. 21, 189In Lawren Convicted,

Mi
M 12, 1897 Convicted,In Boston

Total 1

I) ;(

i

Convicted.In Lawr

.iart

dating to the inspection of milComp
and 1

SENATE1898.1

1fOther at
Drugs, 1

Total e
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The whole number of complaints entered by the State Board of
Health during the year ending Sept. 30, 1897, in the courts of the
Commonwealth, against parties for violation of the statutes relating
to food and drug inspection was 65.

In 64, or 98.5 per cent, of these, the parties were convicted.
One was discharged.

Of the whole number, 51 were for the violation of the laws relat-
ing to adulteration of milk and milk products, and of this number
50 resulted in conviction. The greater number of these was for
violation of the statute providing that milk offered for sale shall be
of good standard quality.

In seven of the foregoing cases the complaints were for sales of
milk containing coloring matter.o o

The case of drug adulteration named in the foregoing summary
was a flagrant violation of the law and was as follows : The article
called for at the time of sale was lime-juice, but the preparation fur-
nished by the druggist contained no lime-juice but a substitute con-
sisting mainly of a solution of muriatic and salicylic acids, and was,
therefore, both a harmful and fraudulent adulteration. It was
labelled “ Santiago West Indian Lime-Juice,” and was made by the
druggist who offered it for sale.Co

The attention of the Legislature is again respectfully called to the
provisions of chapter 425 of the Acts of 1894, which debars any
private citizen from maintaining an action against a producer for
selling adulterated milk.

Attention is also respectfully called to the provisions of section 23
of chapter 397 of the Acts of 1896, by which the people are now
deprived of the legal protection against the harmful action of poison-
ous patent medicines, which they enjoyed under the Poison Act of
1888.

All of the parties against whom complaints were entered for
fraudulent sales of other kinds of food were convicted.

The articles of food and drugs with reference to which these com-
plaints were made were as follows :

Maple syrup, 1 case; molasses, 3 cases ;* oleomargarine, 3 cases
coffee, 5 cases; honey, 1 case; allspice, 1 case; cassia, 1 case
mustard, 1 case; lime-juice, 1 case.

Summary.

In one of these cases the extent of adulteration amounted to 75 per cent
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The following statute, as amended in 1896 (by chapter 398 of the
Acts of that year), presents the standard of milk in Massachusetts,
at the date of publishing this report

Acts op 1896, chapter 398, section 2.]
In all prosecutions under this chapter, if the milk is shown upon analysis

to contain less than thirteenper cent, of milk solids, or to contain less than
nine and three-tenths per cent of milk solids, exclusive of fat, or to con-
tain less than three and seven-tenths per cent, of fat, it shall be deemed,
for the purposes of this act, to be not of good standard quality, except
during the months of April, May, June, July and August, when milk con-
taining less than twelve per cent, of milk solids, or less than nine per cent.
of milk solids, exclusive of fat, or less than three per cent, of fat, shall be

;emed to be not of good standard quality.

Four complaints were made during the year under the provisions
of the new Act of 1897 requiring that the name and percentage of
each ingredient should be placed upon compound articles of food
Conviction resulted in each case.

The law under which the complaints referred to in the foregoing
paragraph were made reads as follows

Act relative to the adulteration of food,

Section 1. No person shall within this Commonwealth manufacture for
any article of food which is adulterated within

the meaning of th
Section 2. The term “ food,” as used herein, shall include all articles

sed in food or drink by man, whether simple, mixed or compound.
Section 3. An article shall be deemed to be adulterated within the

lod: 1. If any substance or sub-meaning of this act in t

to lower or depreciate or injuriously
th or purity. 2. If any inferior or cheaper sub-

been substituted wholly or in part for it. 3. Ifstance or subst

■y constituents or ingredient have been wholly or
in part taken from it. 4. If it is in imitation of or is sold under the name

another article. 5. If it consists wholly or in part of a diseased, de
composed, putrid, tainted or rotten animal or vegetable substance or art

not, or, in the case of milk, if it is produce
it is colored, coated, polished or powdered

mceal its damaged or inferior condition, or if byn

le to appear better, or of greater value, than it really

If it contains any added substance or ingredient which is poisonous

Chapter 344
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or injurious to health: provided , that the provisions of this act shall not
apply to mixtures or compounds recognized as ordinary articles or ingredi-
ents of articles of food, if every package sold or offered for sale is dis-
tinctly labelled as a mixture or compound, with the name and per cent, of
each ingredient therein, and if sucli mixtures or compounds are not injuri-
ous to health.

Section 4. No person shall offer for sale any canned articles of food
after the first day of January in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
eight, except goods packed prior to the passage of this act, unless such
articles bear a mark to indicate the grade or quality thereof, together with
the name and address of the person, firm or corporation which packed the
same, or of the dealer who sells the same.

Section 5. All canned articles of food prepared from dried products
which have been soaked before canning shall be plainly marked by an ad-
hesive label, having on its face the word “ soaked,” in letters not less in
size than two line pica, of legible type ; and all cans, jugs and other pack-
ages containing maple syrup or molasses shall be plainly marked by an
adhesive label, having on its face the name and address of the person, firm
or corporation which made or prepared the same, together with the name
and quality of the ingredients of the goods, in letters of the size and
description above-specified.

Section 6. Any person, firm or corporation falsely stamping or label-
ling any cans, jars or other packages, containing fruit, or food of any
kind, or knowingly permitting such false stamping or labelling, and any
person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions of this act, shall
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished by a fine of not
less than ten dollars nor more than one hundred dollars in the case of ven-
dors, and in the case of manufacturers and those falsely or fraudulently
stamping or labelling such cans, jars or other packages, by a fine of not
less than one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars.

Section 7. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby
repealed.

The first three sections of the foregoing act consist mainly in a
repetition of the general statute of 1882 relating to food and drug
inspection, so far as food is concerned, with a few changes, none of
which appear to be important except the following, which occurs in
the last clause of section 3.

The special clause following No. 7, section 3, with the introduc-
tory general clause, is as follows :

3. An article shall be deemed to be adulterated within the meaning of
this act in the case of food :

...provided , that the provisions of this
act shall not apply to mixtures or compounds recognized as ordinary
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articles or ingredients of articles of food, if every package sold or offered
for sale is distinctly labelled as a mixture or compound, with the name and
per cent, of each ingredient therein, and if such mixtures or compounds are
not injurious to health.

Sections 4, 5 and 6 are entirely new legislation
The following list presents the total solids in each of the samples

of milk upon which complaints were founded, so far as records of
the same were kept:

6.80 10.19 10.70 11.20
7.12 10.19 10.83 11.23
8.50 10 42 10.92 11.26
9.00 10.43 11.03 11.38
9.05 10.58 11.07 11.48
9.32 10.63 11.10 11.50
9.86 10.64 11.10 11.62
10.19 10.64 11.18 11.78
10.19

The total number of samples of food and drugs examined during
the year was as follows :

Milk, 6,104
Other articles of food, 3,926
Drugs, 690

Total, . 10,720

Total expenses of collection, examination and prosecution, . . f 12,076 43
Average expense per sample collected, 1 13

Fines.

The amount of fines paid into the treasuries of counties, cities
and towns under the provisions of the general and special laws rela-
tive to the inspection of food and drugs was as follows :

Fines paid for Violation of the Food and Drug Acts, upon Cases entered for the
Year ending Sept. 30,1897.

Under the provisions of the laws relating to milk and milk
products, 82,088 40

Under the provisions of the laws relating to other articles of food, 638 20
Under the provisions of the laws relating to drugs, ... 30 00

82,766 60



Jan.’9B10 FOOD AND DRUG INSPECTION.

Expenditure

Under the Provisions of the Food and Drug Acts during the Tear ending Sept.
30, 1897.

For the Enforcement of the Sta

AND 1)ERELATIN'

INSPECTIC

Relative to Other
Relative to Mill

and Milk Produc
»ruj

Salaries of analysts, $2,903 00 $1,986 00
Salaries of inspectors, 2,500 00 1,560 00
Travelling expenses and purchase of samples, . 1,145 00 753 90
Apparatus and chemicals, 634 69 356 40
Books, ......... - 11 00
Index cards, 20 00 12 45
Express charges, 6 85 40 05
Extra services for inspection, .... 174 00 116 00
Sundry small supplies (bottles, towels, case for

sauries, etc.), 11 19 7 00

$7,298 63 $4,782 80
7,293 63

Total, $12,076 43'

* The appropriation for food and drug inspection in each of the years 1896 and 1897 wa
$11,500, and the expenditures under this appropriation did not exceed that amount in eithe
year. The amount specified in the foregoing statement ($12,076.43) was expended in 111
twelve months ended Sept. 30, 1897.

SAMUEL W. ABBOTT
Secretary oj State Board of Health

More specific details of the operations of the Board under the
food and drug acts will be presented in the general report of the
Board for the year 1897.






