
SENATE No. 17.

[lntroduced on leave by Senator Williams of Norfolk. Manufactures.]

AN ACT
To provide for the Appointment of a Committee to

Investigate the Subject of the Present Conditions
of Cotton Manufacturing in the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts.

1 Section 1. The governor, with the advice
2 and consent of the council, shall, within thirty
3 days after the passage of this act, appoint a com-
-4 mittee of five suitable persons, one of whom he
5 shall designate as chairman, two of whom shall
6 be representative of manufacturing interests, and
7 two of whom shall be representative of labor, to
8 investigate the subject of cotton manufacturing
9 in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

vHammomucaltl) of ittassadjuoctto.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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L Section 2. The said committee shall forth-
-2 with proceed to investigate and consider the
3 present conditions of cotton manufacturing in the
4 Commonwealth of Massachusetts; to ascertain
5 how these conditions compare with and differ
G from those which obtain in other states of the
7 Union where the same industry is carried on; the
8 rates of wages paid in the different departments
9 of the industry in the several states; the compar-

-10 ative efficiency of the labor employed and the
11 machinery utilized; the general economic advan-
-12 tages and disadvantages in carrying on the busi-
-13 ness of manufacturing; the hours of labor
14 permitted by law or by custom and the con-
-15 ditions and regulations fixed by law for the
16 government of such manufacturing in such sev-
-17 eral states, and the effect thereof upon the earn-
-18 ings of capital and labor, and the development
19 of industrial resources and social conditions; and
20 shall consider what legislation, if any, is needed
21 in the premises.

1 Section 3. The said committee shall have
2 the power to summon and compel the attendance
3 of witnesses and may administer oaths to such
4 witnesses, and may establish rules and regulations
5 for the conduct of its business, and shall be pro-
-6 vided with suitable quarters by the sergeant-at-
-7 arms in the state house or elsewhere. It may
8 employ all necessary clerical and other assistance,
9 and may incur such reasonable expenses, includ-

10 ing travelling expenses, as may be authorized by
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11 the governor and council. Before incurring any
12 expense it shall from time to time make an esti-
-13 mate of the probable amount of expense to be
14 incurred and shall submit such estimate to the
15 governor and council for their approval; and no

16 expense shall be incurred by the committee be-
-17 yond the amount so estimated and approved.
18 Each member of said committee shall receive as
19 his compensation the sum of five dollars for each
20 day’s actual service.

1 Section 4. Said committee shall report the
2 result of its investigation, in print, to the general
3 court of eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, on or
4 before the second Wednesday of January in said
5 year. If said committee recommends any legis-
-6 lation it shall accompany its report with drafts of
7 such bills as are necessary to carry such recom-
-8 mendations into effect. The powers of said
9 committee shall terminate on said second Wed-

10 nesday of January, eighteen hundred and ninety-
-11 nine.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




