
SENATE No. 32.

[To accompany the petition of James E. Hayes that the departments
of the treasurer, the collector and the auditor of the city of Boston
shall be consolidated and placed under the control of an official to be
known as the city controller.]

AN ACT
Relative to the Consolidation of the Departments

of the Treasurer, Collector and Auditor of the
City of Boston.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives,

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
%me, as follows
1 Section 1. On and after January first eighteen
2 hundred and ninety-eight there shall be in the
3 city of Boston a department of said city to be
4 known as the department of finance, and the
5 departments of said city, known as that of city
6 treasurer, city collector and city auditor shall
7 be consolidated into said department.

1 Section 2. The head of the department of
2 finance shall be called the comptroller of the city
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3 of Boston and of the county of Suffolk, whose
4 annual salary shall not be less than ten thousand
5 dollars.

1 Section 3. At the next regular municipal
2 election, said comptroller shall be elected for a
3 period of one year and biennially after the regu-
-4 lar municipal election of eighteen hundred and
5 ninety-eight. He shall be sworn to the faithful
6 discharge of his duties and shall give a bond
7 with not less than five sureties made payable to the
8 city and to be approved by the mayor in the penal
9 sum of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars.

10 There shall be three bureaus to this department.
11 One. A bureau for the collection of all city
12 ami county revenue accruing from any source, and
13 for the collection of taxes and water rates, the
14 chief officer of which shall be known as the city
15 collector, who shall be appointed by the city
16 comptroller and may be removed by him for cause
17 stated. The salary of the city collector shall not
18 be less than six thousand dollars per annum. The
19 duties now performed by the city collector of
20 Boston and not included in this section shall con-
21 tinue to be performed by him. He shall give a
22 bond with sufficient sureties to the comptroller in
23 the penal sum of seventy-five thousand dollars.
24 Two. An auditing bureau which under the
25 supervision of the comptroller shall audit, revise
26 and settle all accounts in which the city is con-

-27 cerned as debtor or creditor, and which shall keep
28 an account of each claim for or against the cor-
-29 poration and of the sums allowed and shall certify
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30 the same to the comptroller, with the reasons for
31 the allowance; the chief officer of which shall be
32 called “ auditor of accounts.”
33 Three. A bureau for the reception of all
84 moneys paid into the treasury of the city and for
35 the payment on warrants drawn by the comptroller
36 and countersigned by the mayor, the chief officer
37 of which shall be known as the “ city treasurer.”
38 He shall be appointed by the comptroller, and for
39 cause stated in writing to the mayor, may be re-

-40 moved by him. His annual salary shall not be
41 less than six thousand dollars. He shall give a
42 bond with sufficient sureties to the comptroller in
43 the penal sum of one hundred and fifty thousand
44 dollars. All the powers and duties now belong-
-45 ing to the city treasurer of Boston shall attach to
46 the chief officer of this bureau except those re-
-47 lating to the issuing of bonds and certificates of
48 indebtedness, which shall be exercised solely by
49 the comptroller.

1 Section 4. All accounts rendered to or kept
2 in the other departments of the city of Boston
3 shall be subject to the inspection and revision of
4 the comptroller of finance. He shall prescribe the
5 forms of keeping and rendering all city accounts.
6 All payments by or on behalf of the corporation
7 shall be made through the city treasurer on
8 vouchers to be filed in said department by means
9 of warrants drawn on the treasurer by the comp-

10 troller and countersigned by the mayor. The
11 comptroller may require any person presenting
12 for settlement an account or claim against the
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13 corporation to be sworn before him touching such
14 account or claim, and when so sworn to answer
15 as to any facts relative to the justness of such
16 account or claim. Wilful false swearing before
17 him is perjury and shall be punishable as such.
18 He shall settle and adjust all claims in favor of or

19 against the corporation and all accounts in which
20 the corporation is concerned as debtor or creditor;
21 but in adjusting and settling such claims he shall,
22 so far as practicable, be governed by the rules of
23 law and principles of equity which prevail in
24 courts of justice. He shall furnish to each head
25 of department semi-monthly a statement of the
26 unexpended balance of the appropriation of his
27 department. He shall monthly furnish to the
28 mayor and board of aldermen a statement of the
29 unexpended balances of all the departments. He
30 shall be chairman of the board of sinking fund
31 commissioners for the city of Boston.

1 Section 5. In case of disability of the city
2 comptroller for a period exceeding three months,
3 the mayor shall appoint an able and discreet
4 person to fill the office of comptroller until the
5 comptroller is able to resume the duties of his
6 office; and in case of the death, resignation or

7 permanent disability of the comptroller the mayor
8 shall appoint some one to fill the balance of the
9 term to the next municipal election, when a suc-

10 cessor shall be chosen, either to fill out the bal-
-11 ance of the unexpired terra, or for a full term, as

12 the case may be.


