
SENATE No. 45.

[To accompany the petition of the county commissioners of the county
of Norfolk and others for legislation providing for the better protec-
tion of county buildings, and for the appointment of county police by
county comissiouers. Counties.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-nine,

AN ACT
To provide for the Better Protection of County

Buildings, and for the Appointment of County
Police by County Commissioners.

1 it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
'-eneral Court assembled, and by the authority of the

me, as follows
1 Section 1. Whoever wilfully defaces, mars
2 or injures the walls, wainscotting, or any other
3 part of a court house, or of any other building, or
4 of any room in in any building used for purposes
5 of county business, or the appurtenances thereof,
6 by cutting, writing or otherwise, shall be pun-
-7 ished by imprisonment in the jail not exceeding
8 sixty days, or by fine not exceeding fifty dollars.
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1 Section 2. Any person who shall drink any
2 intoxicating liquor in any court house, or in any
3 other building, or in any room in any building,
4 used for purposes of county business, shall be
5 punished by a fine not exceeding twenty dollars.

1 Section 8. The board of county commission-
-2 ers may appoint as many as they shall deem
3 proper of the persons in the employment of said
4 county as police officers for the purposes and
5 with the powers hereinafter set forth.

1 Section 4. Every such officer shall, when on
2 duty, wear in plain sight a metallic badge, in-
-3 scribed with the words “ county police ” and the
4 name of the county for which he is appointed.

1 Section 5. The county police officers so ap-
-2 pointed or employed by said county commission-
-3 ers may preserve order in any court house or in
4 any other building, or in any room in any building
5 used for purposes of county business, and upon
6 the premises adjoining; may arrest without a

7 warrant idle, intoxicated or disorderly persons
8 frequenting such premises, and by their presence
9 or conduct or by profane or indecent language

10 obstructing or annoying persons using the same,
11 or persons violating the provisions of this act;
12 and may take such persons to the nearest police
13 station or other place of lawful detention.
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