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or over the way a distance of less than twelve inches, nor to poles,

wires, conduits, and appurtenances of railroad, railway, telegraph and
telephone, water, gas, electric light, heat and power companies.

Approved March 10, 1958.

Chap. 159. An Act increasing the total amount of property
which the josiah willard hayden recreation centre,
inc. may hold.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its

purpose, which is to permit forthwith the Josiah Willard Hayden
Recreation Centre, Inc. to acquire and hold additional real and personal
property, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, neces-

sary for the immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter one hundred and eighty
of the General Laws, the Josiah Willard Hayden Recreation Centre, Inc.,

a corporation duly organized unde|r the provisions of said chapter, is

hereby authorized to acquire by gift, grant, bequest, devise or otherwise,

lands, tenements or other estate, real or personal, in an amount not to

exceed seven million five hundred thousand dollars, and to hold, manage,
and from time to time invest and re-invest the same, or the proceeds
of any sale thereof, for the purposes set forth in its charter.

Approved March 13, 1958.

Chap. 160. An Act providing that managers of municipal light-
ing IN cities and towns may employ attorneys.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

The first sentence of section 56 of chapter 164 of the General Laws,
as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by insert-

ing after the word "of", the second time it appears in line 7, the words:

—

attorneys and of, — so as to read as follows: — The mayor of a city, or

the selectmen or municipal light board, if any, of a town acquiring a

gas or electric plant shall appoint a manager of municipal lighting who
shall, under the direction and control of the mayor, selectmen or muni-
cipal light board, if any, and subject to this chapter, have full charge of

the operation and management of the plant, the manufacture and dis-

tribution of gas or electricity, the purchase of supplies, the employment
of attorneys and of agents and servants, the method, time, price, quan-
tity and quality of the supply, the collection of bills, and the keeping of

accounts. Approved March 13, 1958.

Chap. 161. An Act validating certain action taken at a special
TOWN meeting of THE TOWN OF SOUTHAMPTON IN THE
YEAR NINETEEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SEVEN.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The action of the town of Southampton taken at a
special town meeting held on June eighteenth in the year nineteen hun-
dred and fifty-seven whereby said town accepted the provisions of
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chapter thirty-two B of the General Laws, and all acts done in pursu-
ance thereof, are hereby confirmed and made valid to the same extent
as if said chapter had been accepted bj^ said town in accordance with
section ten of said chapter thirty-two B.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved March I4, 1958.

Chap. 162. An Act prohibiting the filing of a libel for divorce
UNLESS the parties THERETO HAVE BEEN LIVING APART
FOR AT LEAST THREE MONTHS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1 . Chapter 208 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
inserting after section 6A the following section: — Section 6B. No
libel for divorce shall be filed in the superior court or probate court of

any county unless, at the time of filing such libel, the parties thereto

have been living apart for a period of not less than three months and
the libellant so certifies on the libel; provided, however, that the court

may, after a hearing ex parte, waive said requirements.

Section 2. This act shall take effect on January first, nineteen hun-
dred and fifty-nine, and shall apply to libels for divorce filed on or after

said date. Approved March I4, 1958.

Chap. 163. An Act providing in certain cases for the informal
administration of estates of deceased persons not
exceeding eight hundred dollars in value.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The first paragraph of section 16 of chapter 195 of the

General Laws, as amended by section 1 of chapter 317 of the acts of

1956, is hereby further amended by striking out, in line 3, the word
"five" and inserting in place thereof the word: — eight.

Section 2. This act shall take effect ninety da.ys after its passage

and shall apply only to the estates of persons djdng on or after said

effective date. Approved March I4, 1958.

Chap. 164. An Act authorizing school committees to establish
SCHOOL safety PATROLS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out

section 48A, as amended by chapter 47 of the acts of 1935, and inserting

in place thereof the following section: — Section 48A. School com-
mittees shall have authority to organize school safety patrols, consisting

of pupils, whose functions shall be to encourage pupils to cross highways
at designated crossings and when conditions are safe, to assist drivers of

school buses in maintaining safety rules and to protect pupils who are

boarding or alighting from such buses; and may adopt regulations

relative to the flagging or signalling of school buses by members of said

safety patrols. Said committees may make expenditures, from funds

appropriated for school purposes, for the purchase of traffic belts, so

called, to be used by the safety patrol leaders in safeguarding the


