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chapter thirty-two B of the General Laws, and all acts done in pursu-
ance thereof, are hereby confirmed and made valid to the same extent
as if said chapter had been accepted bj^ said town in accordance with
section ten of said chapter thirty-two B.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved March I4, 1958.

Chap. 162. An Act prohibiting the filing of a libel for divorce
UNLESS the parties THERETO HAVE BEEN LIVING APART
FOR AT LEAST THREE MONTHS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1 . Chapter 208 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
inserting after section 6A the following section: — Section 6B. No
libel for divorce shall be filed in the superior court or probate court of

any county unless, at the time of filing such libel, the parties thereto

have been living apart for a period of not less than three months and
the libellant so certifies on the libel; provided, however, that the court

may, after a hearing ex parte, waive said requirements.

Section 2. This act shall take effect on January first, nineteen hun-
dred and fifty-nine, and shall apply to libels for divorce filed on or after

said date. Approved March I4, 1958.

Chap. 163. An Act providing in certain cases for the informal
administration of estates of deceased persons not
exceeding eight hundred dollars in value.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The first paragraph of section 16 of chapter 195 of the

General Laws, as amended by section 1 of chapter 317 of the acts of

1956, is hereby further amended by striking out, in line 3, the word
"five" and inserting in place thereof the word: — eight.

Section 2. This act shall take effect ninety da.ys after its passage

and shall apply only to the estates of persons djdng on or after said

effective date. Approved March I4, 1958.

Chap. 164. An Act authorizing school committees to establish
SCHOOL safety PATROLS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out

section 48A, as amended by chapter 47 of the acts of 1935, and inserting

in place thereof the following section: — Section 48A. School com-
mittees shall have authority to organize school safety patrols, consisting

of pupils, whose functions shall be to encourage pupils to cross highways
at designated crossings and when conditions are safe, to assist drivers of

school buses in maintaining safety rules and to protect pupils who are

boarding or alighting from such buses; and may adopt regulations

relative to the flagging or signalling of school buses by members of said

safety patrols. Said committees may make expenditures, from funds

appropriated for school purposes, for the purchase of traffic belts, so

called, to be used by the safety patrol leaders in safeguarding the
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passage of pupils to and from school. Nothing herein contained shall

authorize a safety patrol member to direct vehicular traffic, provided,

however, that such patrol member may use a flag or other approved
signal to indicate to a driver that school children are crossing or are

about to cross the street. No patrol member shall be stationed in that

portion of the highway intended for the use of vehicular traffic, but shall

perform his duties from the curb and sidewalk areas.

No liability shall attach either to the school committees or any indi-

vidual member thereof, a superintendent, teacher, patrol member, or

parent of a patrol member, or other school authority by virtue of the

organization, maintenance or operation of a safety patrol under author-

ity of this section. Approved March 14, 1958.

Chap. 165. An Act relative to law sittings of the supreme
judicial court for bristol, dukes county and nan-
TUCKET.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 211 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
striking out section 12, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and
inserting in place thereof the following section: — Section 12. A law
sitting of the court for the commonwealth shall be held annually at

Boston on the first Wednesday of January and may be adjourned to

places and times most conducive to the despatch of business and to the

interests of the public. At such sitting, questions of law arising in

criminal cases in any county in the commonwealth, questions of law
arising in civil cases in the counties of Barnstable, Bristol, Dukes
County, Essex, Middlesex, Nantucket, Norfolk, Plymouth and Suffolk,

and, by consent of the parties filed in the case, such questions arising

in civil cases in other counties, and such questions for which no other
provision is made shall be entered and determined.

Section 2. Said chapter 211 is hereby further amended by striking

out section 1.3, as amended by chapter 416 of the acts of 1952, and in-

serting in place thereof the following section: — Section 13. For hearing

questions of law arising in the following counties, law sittings shall be
held once in each year at such times as the court shall by rule deter-

mine :
—

For Berkshire, at Pittsfield.

For Franklin and Hampshire, alternately at Greenfield and North-
ampton, the sitting at Northampton being in the even year.

For Hampden, at Springfield.

For Worcester, at Worcester.

For Bristol, Dukes County and Nantucket, the court may from time
to time hold a law sitting at Taunton, if conducive to the despatch of

business and to the interest of the public.

Provided, that when no case has been set down for oral argument at

least two weeks before the day determined for any one of the said

sittings, the sitting may be omitted; and if not more than three cases

shall have been set down for oral argument, those cases may be trans-

ferred to any other of said sittings which may be most accessible and
convenient for the parties, or to a sitting for the commonwealth if the

parties so agree. Approved March 14, 1958.


