
SENATE No. 251.

Senate, March 21, 1899.

The committee on Towns, to whom was referred the peti-
tion of W. L. Chipman and others that the town of Ware-
ham may be authorized to take a certain parcel of land for
a public park (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 167),
report the accompanying bill.

For the Committee,

WALTER O. LUSCOMBE.
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tn the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-nine.

To authorize the Town of Wareham to take, im-
prove and use a Certain Parcel of Land for a
Public Park.
Be it enacted by the Senah

in General Court assembled
%nd House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

same, as follows:
1 Section 1. The town of Wareham, by its
2 board of selectmen, at any time within two years
3 after the passage of this act, may take and hold
4 by purchase or otherwise, in fee, and maintain for
5 the purpose of a public park, a certain parcel of
6 vacant land within said town, containing about
7 one hundred and fifteen and one-quarter square
8 rods, which is bounded southerly by land of the
0 heirs of Benjamin Fearing; westerly by High

10 street, and easterly and northerly by the county
11 road or highway.

1 Section 2, The said town shall within sixty
2 days after the taking of the land as aforesaid,
3 otherwise than by purchase or gift, file and cause
4 to be recorded in the registry of deeds for the
5 county of Plymouth, a description thereof suffi-
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6 ciently accurate for identification, with a statement
7 of the purpose for which the same was taken,
8 which statement shall be signed by the board of
9 selectmen, and the title of the land so taken shall

10 vest in the town of Wareham in fee.

1 Section 3. The said town shall pay all
2 damages, if any, sustained by any person in prop-
-3 erty by the taking of the aforesaid land. Any
4 person sustaining damages as aforesaid under this
5 act, who fails to agree with said town as to the
6 amount of damages sustained, may have the
7 damages assessed and determined in the manner
8 provided by law when land is taken for the lay-
-9 ing out of highways, on application at any time

10 within a period of one year from the taking of
11 said land.

1 Section 4. At any time within two years
2 after the laying out and constructing said park is
3 completed the selectmen of said town shall have
4 the same authority to determine the value of, and
5 to assess upon real estate the amount of better-
G ments accruing to said real estate by the taking
7 of the land and the locating, laying out and con-
-8 struction of a park under this act, that is con-
-9 ferred by chapter fifty-one of the Public Statutes

10 upon boards of a city or town, officers authorized
11 to lay out streets or ways, and the provisions of
12 the first eight sections of said chapter shall apply
13 to such assessments by said board of selectmen.
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1 Section 5. The town of "Wareham at any
2 legal town meeting called for the purpose may
3 raise and appropriate for the purpose of laying
4 out, grading and improving the aforesaid land a
5 sum not exceeding five hundred dollars.

1 Section 6. This act, except as provided in
2 the following section, shall not take effect unless
3 accepted by a majority of the legal voters of said
4 town present and voting thereon at a legal town
5 meeting called for the purpose or at any annual
6 meeting of said town.

1 Section 7. So much of this act as authorizes
2 the submission of the question of its acceptance
3 to the legal voters of Wareham shall take effect
4 upon its passage.


