
SENATE No. 257.

Senate, March 22, 1899.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the bill relative to caucuses and elections
(Senate, No. 230), report recommending that the same he
amended by substituting therefor a new draft submitted
herewith. And that when so amended the same will be
correctly drawn.

For the Committee,

FRED JOY.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-nine.

AN ACT
Relative to Caucuses and Elections.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
name, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section eighty-five of chapter five
2 hundred and forty-eight of the acts of the year
3 eighteen hundred and ninety-eight is hereby
4 amended by inserting after the word “ it ” in the
5 third line the words, “ and may fix the number of
6 persons of whom the ward or town committee
7 shall consist,” so as to read as follows:
8 Section 85. A state, city or town committee
9 may make rules and regulations, not inconsistent

10 with law, for its proceedings and relative to cau-
-11 cuses called by it, and may fix the number of per-
-12 sons of whom a ward or town committee shall
13 consist. Each town or city committee may make
14 reasonable regulations, not inconsistent with law,
15 to determine membership in the party and to re-
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16 strain those not entitled to vote at caucuses from

17 attendance thereat or taking part therein. But
18 no political committee shall prevent any voter
19 from participating in a caucus of its party for the
20 reason that the voter has supported an independ-
-21 ent candidate for political office.

1 Section 2. Section ninety-six of said chapter
2 five hundred and forty-eight is hereby amended
3by adding at the end thereof the words: “No
4 person shall serve as a caucus officer at any cau-
-5 cus in which he is a candidate for membership in
6 a ward committee, for an elective office or for a

7 nomination to an elective office,” so as to read as
8 follows:
9 Section 96. Notices of caucuses, signed by the

10 chairman and secretary, shall be issued by each
11 city and town committee not less than seven days
12 prior to the day on which they are to be held.
13 The notices shall state the place where, and the
14 day and hour when, the several caucuses are to be
15 held. They shall be conspicuously posted in at
16 least five places on the highways or streets, and,
17 if practicable, in every post office in the city or
18 town, or shall be published at least twice in one or
19 more local newspapers, if there are any. The
20 hour fixed for calling the caucus to order shall
21 not be later than eight o’clock in the evening.
22 The notice shall designate by name or office
23 the person who shall call such caucus to order,
24 and he shall preside until a chairman is chosen.
25 If he is absent at the time appointed, any member
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2G of the ward or town committee present shall call
27 the caucus to order and preside until a chairman
28 is chosen.
29 The first business in order shall be the choice
30 of a chairman, a secretary, and such other officers
31 as the meeting may determine.
32 No person shall serve as a caucus officer at any
33 caucus in which he is a candidate for membership
34 in a ward committee, for an elective office or for
35 a nomination to an elective office.

1 Section 3. Section ninety-eight of said chap-
-2 ter five hundred and forty-eight is hereby amended
3 by adding at the end thereof the words: “If it
4 shall appear upon a recount that persons were
5 nominated or elected other than those declared to
6 have been nominated or elected, certificates of
7 such change shall be made as in the case of the
8 original certificate,” so as to read as follows:
9 Section 98. The secretary of each caucus shall

10 preserve for ten days all ballots cast and all vot-
-11 ing lists used at the caucus. If during said time
12 ten voters entitled to vote in said caucus shall file
13 with him a written request so to do, he shall pre-
-14 serve said ballots and voting lists for three
15 months, and shall produce the same, if required
16 by any court of justice or convention having
17 jurisdiction or authority over the same.
18 If within three week days after any caucus a

19 person who has received votes thereat for nomi-
-20 nation or election to any office, delegation or po-
-21 litical committee shall file a statement in writing
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22 with the secretary of said caucus claiming an

23 election or nomination, or declaring an intention
24 to contest the election or nomination of any other
25 person, the secretary shall preserve the ballots for
26 such nomination or office until the claim or con-

-27 test is finally determined.
28 The secretary shall immediately give notice in
29 writing to the persons affected, fixing a time
30 within twenty-four hours thereafter and a place at
31 which said ballots will be recounted, and the
32 chairman and secretary of the caucus shall, at said
33 time and place, recount said ballots and determine
34 the questions raised. Each candidate affected
35 may be present during such recount, or may be
36 represented by an agent appointed by him in
37 writing. If it shall appear upon a recount that
38 persons were nominated or elected other than
39 those declared to have been nominated or elected,
40 certificates of such change shall be made as in the
41 case of the original certificate.

1 Section 4. Section one hundred and twenty-
-2 six of said chapter five hundred and forty-eight is
3 hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the
4 words: “If it shall appear upon a recount that
5 persons were nominated or elected other than
6 those declared to have been nominated or elected,
7 certificates of such change shall be made as in the
8 case of the original certificate,” so as to read as
9 follows:

10 Section 126. If before five o’clock in the after-
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11 noon of the second day next succeeding the day
12 of any caucus ten or more qualified voters of any
18 town or ward shall sign, adding thereto their
14 respective residences on the first day of May of
15 that year, and file with the city or town clerk, or
10 in Boston with the election commissioners, a stale-
-17 ment under oath that the records and returns
18 made by the caucus officers of such town or ward
19 are erroneous, specifying the error, or that chal-
-20 lenged votes were cast by persons not entitled to
21 vote therein, said city or town clerk shall forth-
-22 with transmit such statement to the registrars of
23 voters with the sealed packages containing the
24 ballots and voting lists, and said registrars or elec-
-25 tion commissioners shall give notice in writing to
26 the person affected, fixing a place and time, as

27 early as may be, at which said ballots will be
28 recounted and at such place and time shall open
29 the packages containing the ballots and voting
30 lists and recount said ballots and determine the
31 questions raised, and shall reject any challenged
32 vote cast by a person found not to have been
33 entitled to vote; and such recount shall stand as
34 the true result of the vote cast in such caucus.
35 Each candidate affected may be present during
36 such recount, or may be represented by an agent
37 appointed by him in writing. If it shall appear
38 upon a recount that persons were nominated or

39 elected other than those declared to have been
40 nominated or elected, certificates of such change
41 shall be made as in the case of the original certi-
-42 ficate.
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1 Section 5. Section one hundred and thirty-
-2 three of said chapter five hundred and forty-
-3 eight is hereby amended by inserting after the
4 word “ require,” in the seventeenth line, the
5 words; “ The persons receiving the highest num-
-6 her of votes shall be declared elected or nomi-
-7 nated; ” so as to read as follows:
8 Section 133. The notice for a caucus under
9 the preceding section shall be written or printed,

10 shall state the place where and the day and hour
11 when the said caucus is to be held, shall be issued
12 at least seven days prior thereto, and shall be
13 conspicuously posted in at least five places on

14 lines of public travel, and, if practicable, in every
15 post office within the city or town, or shall be
16 published at least twice in one or more local
17 newspapers. Said notice shall be signed by one
18 or more qualified voters of the ward, town or dis-
-19 trict for which the caucus is called, and shall
20 designate by name or office the person who shall
21 call such caucus to order, and he shall preside
22 until a chairman is chosen. In his absence the
23 caucus may choose a temporary chairman. The
24 first business in order shall be the organization
25 of the caucus by the choice of a chairman, a sec-
-26 retar} r

, and such other officers as the meeting may
27 require. The persons receiving the highest num-
-28 her of votes shall be declared elected or nomin-
-29 ated. The caucus may adopt regulations not
30 inconsistent with this act.

1 Section 6. Section one hundred and seventy-
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nine of said chapter five hundred and forty-eight
of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
ninety-eight is hereby amended by striking out,
in the first and second lines, the words “ not
divided into voting precincts,” so as to read as
follows:

2
3
1
o

d
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Section 179. Selectmen of towns shall, at least
five days before a state or town election, appoint
voters as tellers, to assist at the ballot box
and in checking the names of voters upon
the voting lists, and in canvassing and count-
ing the votes. Presiding officers in such towns,
at state and town elections, may appoint voters
as additional tellers, and they shall do so when
requested in writing by ten voters of the town.
Tellers appointed at elections at which official
ballots are used shall be so appointed that the
election officers making and assisting in the can-
vass and count of votes shall equally represent the
two leading political parties.
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