
SENATE No. 330.

Senate, May 5, 1899.

The committee on Harbors and Public Lands, to whom
was referred the petitions (with accompanying bill, House,
No. 481) of the selectmen of the towns of Mattapoisett,
Marion, Wareham and Rochester for legislation to provide
that the cost of relocating and widening the old bridge over
the Acushnet river between the city of New Bedford and
the town of Fairhaven shall not be borne by any towns or
cities outside of the county of Bristol, report the accompa-
nying bill.

For the Committee,

THOMAS POST.

Mr. Witt, of the Senate, and Messrs. Hooper and Far-
well, of the House, dissent.

CnmmcimDedtl) of JHassucljusttts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-nine.

AN ACT
To reapportion the Expense of relocating and widen-

ing the Bridge over the Acushnet River between
the City of New Bedford and the Town of Fair-
haven.

tied by the Senate and House of Representa,
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same,

1 Section 1. Section six of chapter three hun-
-2 dred and sixty-eight of the acts of the year eigh-
-3 teen hundred and ninety-three is hereby amended
4 by inserting after the word “ respectively ” in the
5 twenty-sixth line the words, “ provided that no
6 part of said cost or expenses in excess of five
7 hundred thousand dollars shall be assessed on or
8 apportioned to any town or towns in the county
9 of Plymouth,” and by inserting before the word

10 “ also ” in the thirtieth line the word “ shall,” so

11 as to read as follows:
12 Section 6. Upon the completion of the high-
-13 way bridge and approaches aforesaid, the said

(tEommomoealtt) of ittassachusctts
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14 county commissioners shall file in the office of the
15 clerk of the superior court for the county of
16 Bristol a detailed statement, certified under their
17 hands, of the cost of said highway bridge and
18 approaches, and of the abolition of any grade
19 crossing as provided in section ten of this act,
20 and the amount of interest paid on money bor-
-21 rowed under the provisions of this act. At any
22 term of said court in said county, after the filing
28 of said statement, upon the application in writing
24 of any party interested, the said court shall, upon
25 such notice as may be deemed proper, appoint a
26 hoard of three commissioners, who, having - been
27 first duly sworn to the faithful and impartial dis-
-28 charge of their duties, shall, after due notice to
29 all parties interested and a hearing thereon, deter-
-30 mine, decree and name the towns and cities in
31 said county, or in the county of Plymouth, which
32 are or will be specially benefited by the aforesaid
33 highway and bridge and approaches, and abolition
34 of any grade crossing, and determine, award and
35 name the proportion of the expense of the con-
-36 struction of the same, not including however the
37 portion to be borne by the Commonwealth and
38 railroad company, as ascertained under section
39 ten of this act, that shall be paid by said cities
40 and towns and by said county of Bristol, respec-
-41 tively ; provided, that no part of said cost or
42 expenses in excess of five hundred thousand dol-
-43 lars shall be assessed on or apportioned to any
44 town or towns in the county of Plymouth. Baid
45 commissioners named in this section shall also
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determine and name the cities and towns by which
the expense of the care, maintenance and repairs
of said highway bridge draw, including ap-
proaches, abutments and piers, shall be paid, and
shall also determine and name the proportion of
said expense that shall be paid by each of such
cities and towns. The report of said commis-
sioners named in this section, or of the major part
of them, shall be made in writing and filed in the
office of the clerk of the superior court for the
county of Bristol, and a copy of the same, certi-
fied by said clerk, shall be forthwith transmitted
to the commissioners of said county and to each
of the several cities and towns named in said re-

port ; and said court, at the term thereof next
after the filing of said report, shall, unless suffi-
cient cause is shown to the contrary, accept and
affirm said report and enter judgment thereon,
and the same shall thereupon be binding upon all
parties named therein. The expenses and fees of
the commissioners appointed by said court shall
be ascertained and determined by said court, and
paid by said county of Bristol.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its1
9 passage.


