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Pension Department,

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled.

Gentlemen :—I have the honor to submit my annual re-
port of the business of this office for the year ending Dec.
31, 1899.

In the year just closed more claims of all kinds have been
filed than during any previous year. Claims for pension for
service in the war with Spain, claims for the two months’
extra pay, as per acts of Jan. 12 and March 3, 1899, are the
principal causes for the extra number filed.

The act of March 3, 1899, relative to wives of soldiers,
allows the wife one-half of the pension of her husband, pro-
vided he has deserted the wife or minor child or children, or
permanently helpless child, for a period of over six months,
or if he be an inmate of a soldiers’ home, the wife being a
woman of good moral character, and in necessitous circum-
stances. This also applies to the guardian of soldier’s child
or children under sixteen years of age.

The act of June 27, 1890, gives a soldier or sailor who
served in the war of the rebellion a pension of from $6
to $l2 per month, according to his disability, regardless
of his financial condition. The same act allows his widow a
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pension of $8 per month, provided the soldier or sailor
served ninety days and received an honorable discharge, and
that she is without other means of support than her daily
labor, and also provided that the widow married the soldier
or sailor prior to the passage of the act, June 27, 1890.
Thus no widow is eligible under this act who marries the
soldier or sailor subsequent to this date. Under the ruling
of the Commissioner of Pensions at the time the act of
June 27, 1890, went into effect, the law was construed that
the widow might have an income of $5OO per year, outside
of her daily labor, and still be eligible to the pension.
During the latter part of the administration of Commissioner
Lochren the construction of the law was changed, and a
widow allowed an income of only the amount of the pension,
$96 per year. If her income, aside from her daily labor,
exceeded this amount, her application for pension was re-
jected. The same rule is in force to-day, but the present
Commissioner of Pensions has recommended, with the ap-
proval of the Secretary of the Interior, that the widow be
allowed to have an income of $250, outside of her daily
labor, and still be entitled to the pension. This recommenda-
tion has been urged by the pension committee of the Grand
Army of the Republic to the President of the United States,
and he, in his address to Congress, has endorsed their
recommendation. In all probability this will become the
law in the near future, and justice will be done to the widows
of the soldiers, many of whose claims stand rejected to-day
because the soldier left them an income to exceed $96 per
year. In these cases it will be necessary for the widow to
file a new application, but the evidence already on file estab-
lishes the claim, and it will only be necessary for her to show
that her income does not exceed the $250 per year, and
that she has not re-married since the soldier’s death.

Many thanks are due Secretary Long and our Senators
and members of Congress for their kindly interest in the
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office, and courtesies extended to me as it representative,
ion Department
War and Navv

1 would also thank the officials in the Pens
at Washington, and also the auditors of the
Departments, for their many courtesies.

Following is a detailed statement of the business of the
office for the year just closed

Total number of claims re<
Spanish war claims receive
Number of claims allowed
Number of claims rejected
Amount collected,

■ived 2,041

d, 13
606

It

166,400

Affidavits made and filed,
Pension vouchers executed
Letters received, .

10,'

16,654
9,1

Letters written, 9,763

Respectfully submitted

J. B. PARSONS,
Stale Pension At




