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Office of the Secretary,

Hon. James J. Myers, Speaker , House of Representatives.

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the use
of the Legislature, the annual report of the State directors
of the Fitchburg Railroad Company.

Vexy respectfully,

WM. M. OLIN
Secretary.

His Excellency Wintiihop Murray Crane, Slate House, Boston, Mass.

Your Excellency: —ln accordance with the provisions
of section 27, chapter 112, Public Statutes, the undersigned,
State directors of the Fitchburg Railroad Company, x’espect-
fully report:

During the past year the gain in the traffic of the x-oad,
which was in evidence last year, has continued, with the
x’esult that the road has had an unusually large business. A
steady impi-ovement is being made in the equipment and the
condition of the road. Substitution of eighty-five pound
rails for rails of lighter calibre is maintained, larger cars and
more powerful engines have been added and the road-bed
impi-oved, so that to-day it may be safely said the road is
in a better physical condition than at any previous time.

tHommcmiucaltl) of Massachusetts.
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The concession through the act of Congress, March 3,
1898, of a strip of land from the Charlestown Navy Yard, is
being utilized, and the construction of a dock capable of
accommodating ships of the largest tonnage is being pushed
with energy. With the completion of this dock, the ter-
minals of the road will be in exceptionally fine condition for
the expeditious and economical handling of the large volume
of business in freight and passengers which should follow.

The importance of the Fitchburg road to the commercial
development of this section is shown by the continuous
increase in the proportion of merchandise exported from the
port of Boston which is carried over its rails. In 1897, of
all the merchandise exported over the ocean, 51 per cent,
was hauled by the Fitchburg road; in 1898 this had in-
creased to 57 per cent. ; while a further gain has been made
during the past year, making the proportion thus conveyed
practically three-fifths.

As part of this report, we forward therewith a copy of
the last annual report of the Fitchburg Railroad Company.

It has developed that for many years a contract or agree-
ment has been in force between the New York Central
Railroad Company and the Boston & Albany Railroad Com-
pany, the effect of which has been the diversion of valuable
passenger and merchandise traffic, which ordinarily would
follow the route of the Fitchburg road, to the Boston &

Albany road. The undoubted result of this arrangement,
which is by competent authorities held to be illegal and is
certainly opposed to public policy, has been to depreciate
the value of the investment of the State in the Fitchburg
road.

During the present session of the General Court the
Legislature will be called on to act upon a proposal to lease
the Boston & Albany road to the New York Central road,
for a long term. It is not to be supposed that such a lease
will be given legislative sanction until the vast interests of
the State in the Fitchburg road are protected in the most
ample and unmistakable manner. We believe it to be our
present duty to direct attention to this subject, as it will he
in future to exei't ourselves in the same direction, in the
discharge of the grave responsibility imposed upon us as
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the representatives of the Commonwealth upon the Board
ofDirectors of the Fitchburg Railroad Company.

The settlement of this question will permanently affect
the value of the Fitchburg Railroad, and will determine the
extent to which the road may
the original great expenditure

serve the purposes for which
by the State was made.

J. R. LEESON.(Signed)
CHAS. T. PLUNKETT.
JAS. RENFREW.

Jan. 4, 1900,




