
HOUSE No. 113.

[Bill accompanying the petition of Walter S. Hodgdon. Election
Laws.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred.

AN ACT
To promote the Moral and Financial Welfare of the

Municipalities of the Commonwealth.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows

1 Section 1. No election shall be conducted in
2 any city or town in this Commonwealth for the
8 purpose of transacting local business under the
4 title and upon the lines of national political par-
-5 ties.
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1 Section 2. All caucuses in the cities shall be
2 called by the mayors of the respective cities, and
3 in the respective towns by the chairmen of the
4 boards of selectmen, as provided in section ninety-
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5 six of chapter five hundred and forty-eight, acts
G of eighteen hundred and ninety-eight ; and all
7 legal voters shall be entitled to vote therein, in
8 the same manner provided for voting at an elee-
-9 tion for the nomination of all candidates to be

10 voted for at the ensuing election.

1 Section 3. If ten legal voters shall, within
2 seventy-two hours from midnight of the day
3 upon which the citizens caucus has been held,
4 petition the mayor of the city or chairman of
5 the board of selectmen of a town, the official so
6 petitioned shall, within forty-eight hours from the
7 time of receiving such petition, issue and post a
8 call for another caucus; and all legal voters whose
9 names were not checked at the citizens caucus,

10 and who did not vote at the same for any candi-
-11 date nominated at that caucus, shall be permitted
12 to vote at the second caucus ; and any person
13 convicted of an attempt to vote in violation of
11 this act shall be fined fifty dollars.

1 Section 4. ]No name shall be printed upon
2 the official ballot other than those nominated at
3 the said two caucuses, and no person shall be per-
-4 raitted to take out nomination papers either for
5 a state or for a local election.

1 Section 5. If any official shall, by himself or
2 through conspiracy, wilfully violate any portion
3 of this act, he or they shall be summoned before
4 the district or police court by the clerk of the
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5 same, or, if there shall be none, by a trial justice,
G by the same process that other criminals are cora-
-7 monly summoned before such tribunals, and tried
8 in like manner; and if found guilty, he or they
9 shall be punished by future disfranchisement and

10 fined not less than five hundred nor more than one

11 thousand dollars, at the discretion of the court.

1 Section G. Complaint for the violation of this
2 act may be made by any legal voter, under oath,
3 before the clerk of the district or police court or

4 the tiial justice, where necessary; and the judge
5 shall not have discretionary authority in regard to
G holding an inquest on such charges when pre-
-7 ferred; but if it shall appear that the charges were

8 preferred with malicious intention, the complain-
-9 ant shall be punished as provided in the statutes

10 of the Commonwealth in cases of perjury.

1 Section 7. The names shall be designated on

2 the official ballots, as major, for those nominated
3 at the first caucus, and minor, for those nominated
4 at the second caucus; and all acts and parts of
5 acts conflicting with this act are hereby repealed.

1 Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




