
HOUSE No. 893.

[Bill accompanying the petition of Arthur H. Burton. Roads and
Bridges.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred

AN ACT
To provide for the License of Bicyles, Tricycles and

Other Vehicles of a Like Nature.
I House of lie

■embled, and by the authority of the(

1 Seotiok 1. The owner or keeper of any bi-
-2 cycle, tricycle or other vehicle of a like nature,
3 propelled solely by foot-power, using the public
4 ways of any city or town, shall annually pay to
5 the city or town in which he resides a license fee
6 of one dollar on each such machine, which shall
7 be due and payable on the first day of May in
8 each year, and the payment of which shall exempt
9 such owner or keeper from all further taxation
10 thereupon.
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1 Section 2. Any person becoming the owner
2 or keeper of such a machine, not duly licensed,
3 alter the first day of May in any year, shall cause
4 it to be numbered, registered and licensed as pro-
-5 vidcd in this act. This act shall not apply to
6 children under ten years of age, or to bicyles,
7 tricycles or other vehicles of a like nature used
8 by children under ten years of age.

1 Section 3. The city council of each city and
2 the selectmen of each town shall upon the passage
3 of this act and thereafter annually in January
4 elect some suitable person, who shall be a con-
-5 stable duly appointed and qualified for the service
6 of civil process, who shall receive such compensa-
-7 tion as the city council or the selectmen shall
8 determine, and who shall give a satisfactory bond
9 to such city or town in such sum as the city coun-

10 cil or the selectmen shall designate, for the faith-
-11 ful performance of his duties.

1 Section 4. Said officer shall collect and re-
-2 ceive said license fees, and shall deliver to each
3 person paying such fee a suitable plate with the
4 number of the license thereon, which shall bear
5 the date of the year in which the license is issued.
6 It shall be the duty of the person to whom such
7 license is issued to affix said plate conspicuously
Bon the machine for which it is issued. Said
9 officer shall keep a record of the licenses issued

10 and of all business connected with the collection
11 of said license fees, and shall at least once a
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12 month account with the treasurer of the city or

13 town for all sums collected by him.

1 Section 5. The net proceeds from such
2 license fees, after the payment of all expenses in-
-3 curred in the enforcement of this act, shall be ap-
-4 plied by the city or town to the improvement of
5 public ways or to the building or maintenance of
6 bicycle paths.

1 Section 6. The officer designated to issue
2 said licenses, and all police officers and constables,
3 are authorized to seize without warrant any bi-
-4 cycle, tricycle or other vehicle of a like nature
5 not displaying such license plate. It shall be the
6 duty of every officer seizing any such machine to
7 turn the same over into the custody of the officer
8 designated to issue said license, who shall hold
9 every machine so seized until said license fee is

10 paid and until compliance with the order of court
11 as hereinafter provided. Upon conviction of any
12 person for violation of this act, any district, police
13 or municipal court or trial justice shall order such
14 person to pay said license fee and a tine not ex-

-15 ceeding ten dollars to the city or town entitled to
16 receive said license fee, two dollars of which fine
17 shall be paid by said city or town to the person
18 seizing such machine.

1 Section 7. All bicycles, tricycles and other
2 vehicles of a like nature seized under the provi-
-3 sions of this act shall be forfeited to the city or



LICENSE FOR BICYCLES, ETC. [Jan. 1900.4

4 town, if the license fee and fine imposed remain
5 unpaid thirty days from the date of the imposition
6 of said fine. Cities and towns are hereby author-
-7 ized to sell the bicycles, tricycles and other vehicles
8 of a like nature so forfeited. The proceeds of
9 such sales shall be applied to the purposes speci-

10 tied in section five of this act.

1 Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


