
HOUSE No. 399.

House of Representatives, Jan, 26, 1900.
[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Clark of Dedham. Counties.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred.

AN ACT
Relative to the Election of Special County Commis-

sioners and to define their Powers and Duties.
be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled,
and by the authority of the

same, as follows:
1 Section 1. Each county in this Common-

-2 wealth, except the counties of Suffolk and Nan-
-3 tucket, shall hereafter annually elect two special
4 county commissioners in the manner provided
5 by this act; and such special county commis-
-6 sioners shall hold office until their successors are
7 elected and qualified.

1 Section 2. Each town in every county,
2 except Suffolk and Nantucket, shall at the next
3 annual town meeting holden therein, elect one
4 delegate at large and one additional delegate for

of iHassarijusrtts
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5 every one hundred, or majority fraction thereof,
6 voters present and voting at such town meeting,
7 and these delegates thus chosen, with the entire
8 membership of all boards of aldermen in cities
9 located within such county, shall constitute the

10 delegates to a convention held for the purpose of
11 electing the special county commissioners here-

-12 intofore mentioned.

1 Section 3. Within thirty days after the an-
-2 nual town meetings, the delegates provided for
3 shall, at the call of the chairman of the county
4 commissioners, assemble in the shire town of their
5 respective counties and thereupon organize by
6 the selection of a chairman and secretary, and
7 then elect two special county commissioners, of
8 which not more than one may be a resident of any
9 one city or town, and neither may be a resident

10 of any city or town in which resides any member
11 of the regular board of county commissioners.

1 Section 4. The candidate receiving the larg-
-2 est number of votes and a member of one of the
3 greater political parties, and the candidate receiv-
-4 ing the largest number of votes and being a
5 member of the next greatest political party shall be
6 declared elected, and no two special county com-
-7 missioners in the same county shall in any case
8 be members of the same political party.

1 Section 5. As soon as may be after the elec-

-2 tion, the two special county commissioners thus
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3 elected shall qualify for office in the same manner
4 as is provided by law for the qualification of
5 the regular county commissioners. Said special
6 county commissioners shall have the same com-
-7 pensation for a salary as the members of the
8 regular board of county commissioners.

1 Section" 6. The special commissioners herein
2 provided for shall attend all meetings of their
3 several boards of county commissioners haying
4 voice and vote in all cases; and in case of the
5 death, or inability to serve of one of the regular
6 commissioners, either one of the specials may be
7 designated by the regular board to fill such
8 vacancy, and the remaining members shall elect a

9 temporary member to serve as a special commis-
-10 sioner until the vacancy is filled. Any vacancy
11 of special commissioner may be filled by vote
12 of the remaining members of the board.

1 Section 7. All duties purely clerical or minis-
-2 terial may be performed by the regular board, but
3 all hearings shall be held, and appropriations of
4 funds made at a meeting of the whole member-
-5 ship, both regular and special, and no expenditure
6 of moneys exceeding one thousand dollars, shall
7 be authorized except upon an affirmative vote ofat
8 least four-fifths of the entire membership of the
9 board.

1 Section 8. All acts or parts of acts incon-
-2 sistent herewith are hereby repealed.




