
HOUSE No. 532.

House of Representatives, Jan, 31, 1900.
[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Bleiler of Boston. Labor.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred.

AN ACT
Relative to Payment for Labor on Public Works.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Any person to whom a debt is
2 due for his personal labor performed under em-

-3 ployment of another person upon any work to be
4 paid for by a city or town may, within ten days
5 after ceasing to perform his labor, bring an action
6 of contract against such person before any trial
7 justice or court having jurisdiction of the parties,
8 but if he brings the action in the city of Boston
9 he shall bring it in the municipal court of said

10 city. The person bringing such action shall
11 state under oath in his declaration the amount of
12 his claim, his residence and the name of the per-
-13 son for whom, and the name of the city or town
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14 for which, the labor was performed, and before
15 entering his writ in court shall cause a copy of
16 such declaration to be served upon the treasurer
17 of such city or town, and a like copy to be filed
18 in the clerk’s office of the city or town. After
19 such filing, any other person to whom a debt is
20 due for personal labor performed in the employ-
-21 ment of the same person under the same contract
22 between the contractor and the municipality may,
23 within three months after such entry, file a state-
-24 ment under oath containing the facts aforesaid
25 relating to his debt in the clerk’s office of such
26 court, as a paper in said action, and in the clerk’s
27 office of the city or town for which said work
28 was done, and shall then be deemed a plaintiff in
29 said action, and all debts described in said decla-
-30 ration and statements shall be a lien on any
31 money then due from the city or town to the de-
-32 fendant. The treasurer of the city or town shall
33 within three months after the entry of such writ
34 file a statement of the amount due at the time of
35 receiving said copy and the amount due at the
36 time of filing his statement, to the person em-
-37 ploying the petitioner, and shall pay the greater
38 amount into court, and the city or town shall
39 thereupon be discharged from all liability to any
40 person for the amount so paid.

1 Section 2. All proceedings in court on said
2 writ shall, so far as applicable and not inconsis-
-3 tent with this act, be in accordance with the pro-
-4 visions of chapter one hundred and ninety-one,
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5 Public Statutes, and acts in amendment or addi-
-6 tion thereto, and parts of the money so paid into
7 court shall be paid to the several plaintiffs in
8 proportion to the amounts found due them, and
9 separate executions shall issue in their favor

10 against the person employing them, for the balance
11 due them, if any, but no costs other than for wit-
-12 nesses shall he allowed in any such petitions. If
13 any of such money remains after said payments
14 have been made the same shall he deemed to be
15 in the- possession of the person employing the
16 petitioner, and shall be paid to such person, or to
17 such other person as the court shall determine to
18 be entitled thereto: provided, however, that at any
19 time after said three months any other person may
20 bring another action for his debt as aforesaid
21 against the same defendant, and thereupon the
22 same proceedings shall be had in the new action
28 as in said first action, and so on for each three
24 months thereafter, and any balance of the money
25 paid into and remaining in court after the pay-
-26 ments aforesaid and at the time of filing any new
27 writ shall be considered as paid into court by
28 the treasurer of the city or town as aforesaid, and
29 shall be liable for the debts sued on in the later
30 action or actions.

1 Section 3. Chapter two hundred and seventy,
2 acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-two, is here-
-3 by repealed.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




