
HOUSE No. 643.

House of Representatives, Feb. 1, 1900,
[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Montgomery of Cambridge. Prisons.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred.

AN ACT
To provide for the Establishment of the Eastern

Reformatory.
J3e it enacted by the Senah

in General Court assembled,
and House of liepresenh
and by the authority of the

same, as follows

1 Section 1. The governor, with the advice
2 and consent of the council, shall appoint three
3 persons, who shall constitute a board of commis-
-4 sioners for the construction of the eastern reform-
5 atory. Said commissioners shall hold othce until
6 said reformatory has been established, as provided
7in section five of this act. In the event of a

8 vacancy in said board, the appointment shall be
9 made in the same manner in which the original

10 appointment was made. The governor, with the

11 advice and consent of the council, may remove

Conwnomucnltl) of illassadjusctts.
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12 any of said commissioners. They shall keep an
13 account of their actual services and of their ex-

-14 penses. They shall receive such compensation as
15 the governor and council shall allow, and the
1(3 same, with their reasonable expenses actually in-
-17 curred in the performance of their duties, shall be
18 paid from the appropriation for the construction
19 of said reformatory. Said commissioners shall
20 have authority to make all contracts and employ
21 all agents necessary to carry into effect the pro-
-22 visions of this act.

1 Section 2. Said commissioners are hereby
2 authorized to take, in behalf of the Common-
-13 wealth, by purchase or otherwise, for the use of
4 said reformatory, suitable real estate in Middlesex,
5 Essex or Norfolk county. To take any such real
6 estate otherwise than by purchase, said commis-
-7 sioners shall file in the registry of deeds of the
8 county in which the same is situated a description
9 thereof, as certain as is required in common con-

10 veyance of land, with a statement that the same is
11 taken by the Commonwealth for said reformatory.

1 Section 3. The Commonwealth shall pay all
2 damages sustained by any person whose real estate
3 is taken under authority of this act; and if such
4 person and said commissioners cannot agree upon
5 the amount of such damages, they shall be as-
-0 sessed and determined in the manner provided by
7 law when land is taken for laying out highways,
8 on the application of such person, filed in the
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9 clerk’s office of the superior court for the county
10 in which such real estate is situated, at any time
11 within one year after the taking of such property.

1 Section 4. Said commissioners shall erect
2 upon said real estate suitable buildings for the
3 uses of said reformatory. They shall be planned
4 and arranged to furnish accommodations for at
5 least six hundred inmates, and to provide for their
G grading, classification, instruction and ernploy-
-7 mcnt. Special provision shall be made for the
8 separation of prisoners under seventeen years of
9 age from older ones, and accommodations shall be

10 provided for at least one hundred under seventeen.
11 !S To expenditure shall be made for the erection of
12 said buildings, except for plans therefor, until said
13 plans have been approved by the commissioners
14 of prisons, and no such approval shall be given
15 unless said commissioners shall be satisfied that
16 the cost of the real estate, the erection and com-

-17 pletion of the buildings and the equipment and
18 furnishing of the same ready for occupancy by
19 three hundred prisoners will not exceed three
20 hundred thousand dollars, and the aggregate ex-

-21 penses and liabilities incurred for such purpose

22 shall not exceed that sum. Said commissioners
23 of construction shall report to the governor and
24 council at least once in three months the progress
25 of the work.

1 Section 5. In constructing said reformatory
2 said commissioners shall, as soon as shall be prac-
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3 ticable, provide for the custody and maintenance
4 of prisoners who can be employed in such work.
5 When such provision has been made, and from
6 time to time thereafter, said commissioners shall
7 make a requisition upon the general superintend-
-8 ent of prisons for prisoners to be employed on said
9 construction, and he shall cause them to be fur-

-10 nished from the houses of correction. They shall
11 be employed by said commissioners under such
12 rules and regulations as said superintendent shall
13 make, and while so employed shall be deemed to
14 be in the custody of the masters of the houses of
15 correction from which they were taken. Said
1G commissioners shall pay to said masters, for the
17 labor of said prisoners, such compensation as said
18 superintendent shall fix.

1 Section 6. When buildings sufficient to ac-

-2 commodate three hundred prisoners are ready for
3 use, said commissioners shall inform the governor
4 thereof, and he shall thereupon issue his procla-
-5 mation fixing the date of the establishment and
6 opening of the reformatory. Thereafter persons
7 may be sentenced and committed thereto as here-
-8 inafter provided, and no person shall be sentenced
9 to the Suffolk county house of correction at South

10 Boston.

1 Section 7. The officers of said reformatory
2 shall consist of one superintendent, one deputy
3 superintendent, one chaplain, one physician, one
4 clerk, and such other officers and employees as
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5 may be determined upon by the commissioners of
6 prisons. The superintendent shall be appointed
7 by the governor, with the advice and consent of
8 the governor and council, and shall hold his office
9 during their pleasure. He shall receive an annual

10 salary of three thousand dollars.

1 Section 8. Such commissioners of prisons
2 shall establish such rules for the regulation of the
3 discipline, instruction, grading, classification and
4 release of the prisoners as shall provide for deal-
-5 ing with them according to their behavior, in-
-6 dustry in labor and diligence in study; shall
7 establish rules, prescribing the duties of the offi-
-8 cers, and providing for the custody and preserva-
-9 tion of the property of said reformatory; and shall
10 determine all salaries and compensations of officers
11 and employees appointed by said superintendent.

1 Section 9. Said superintendent shall have the
2 custody and control of all prisoners committed to
8 the reformatory, subject to rules and regulations
4 made as aforesaid; shall appoint, subject to the
5 approval of said commissioners, the deputy super-
-6 intendent, chaplain, physician, clerk, and such
7 subordinate officers and employees as have been
8 designated by said commissioners. He may sus-

-9 pend or remove any officer or employee appointed
10 by him for such cause as he shall deem sufficient
11 and shall state in writing to said commissioners.

1 Section 10. Any male person not more than

2 thirty-five years of age, convicted of an offence
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3 punishable by imprisonment in the state prison or
4 in the house of correction, may be sentenced to

5 said reformatory; and every municipal, police
G and district court shall have the same jurisdiction
7 and authority to sentence such person to said
8 reformatory which it has to sentence him to a
9 house of correction. The court imposing the

10 sentence shall not fix or limit the duration thereof,
11 but shall merely sentence the prisoner to the east-
-12 ern reformatory. Whoever is so sentenced for
13 an offence punishable by imprisonment in the
14 state prison may be held in said reformatory for a

15 term not exceeding five years, and whoever is so
1G sentenced for an offence that is not punishable by
17 imprisonment in the state prison may be held in
18 said reformatory for a term not exceeding two
19 years. The court imposing any such sentence
20 shall transmit to the superintendent an attested
21 copy of the complaint or indictment under which
22 such person was convicted, together with the
23 names and addresses of the witnesses testifying
24 for and against such person at his trial. No fee
25 shall be charged or allowed for making said
2G copies.

1 Section 11. Said commissioners of prisons,
2 when of the opinion that any prisoner in said
3 reformatory will lead an orderly life if released,
4 may issue to such prisoner a permit to be at lib-
-5 ertv during, the remainder of his terra of sentence,

o O 7

6 upon such terms and conditions as they shall
7 deem best, and they may revoke said permit at
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8 any time previous to its expiration. The viola-
-9 tion by the holder of a permit issued as aforesaid

10 of any of the terms or conditions thereof, or the
11 violation of any law of this Commonwealth, shall,
12 of itself, make void said permit.

1 Section" 12. When any permit granted as
2 aforesaid has been revoked or has become void,
3 said commissioners may issue an order authorizing
4 the arrest of the holder thereof and his return to
5 said reformatory, and he shall thereafter be de-
-6 tabled therein in accordance with his sentence.
7 In computing the period of his confinement, the
8 time between his release upon said permit and his
9 return to said institution shall not be taken to be

10 any part of the term of the sentence. Any order
11 issued as provided in this section may be served
12 throughout the Commonwealth by any officer
13 authorized to serve criminal processes in any
II county.

1 Section 13. The commissioners of prisons
2 may remove to said reformatory such male pris-
-3 oners confined in the several jails and houses of
I correction, and such inmates of the Lyman school
5 for boys at 'Westborough, and of the Boston house
6 of reformation, as they consider likely to be bene-
-7 fited by the reformatory; but no person shall be
8 removed from said Lyman school, or from said
9 house of reformation, who is less than fourteen

10 years of age, and no such removal shall be made
11 except upon application of the trustees in charge
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12 of said school, or of said house of reformation, as
13 the case may be. Said commissioners shall re-
-14 move to said eastern reformatory within six
15 months after its establishment all prisoners less
16 than sixteen years of age held in the Massachu-
-17 setts reformatory. After the establishment of the
18 eastern reformatory no person less than seven-
-19 teen years of age shall be sentenced to said
20 Massachusetts reformatory. The commissioners
21 of prisons may remove from said eastern reform-
-22 atory to any house of correction any prisoner
23 committed thereto by the courts or removed
24 thereto from any house of correction. A pris-
-25 oner removed to or from said reformatory shall
26 serve the remainder of his original sentence in
27 the place of confinement to which he is removed.

1 Section 14. Within one month after the estab-
-2 lishment of said reformatory said commissioners
3 of prisons shall remove thereto from the Suffolk
4 county house of correction at South Boston all
5 prisoners held therein who, in their opinion, will
6 be benefited by the reformatory. The penal insti-
-7 tutions commissioner of the city of Boston shall
8 within two months after the establishment of said
9 reformatory remove from said house of correc-

-10 tion to the Suffolk county house of correction at
11 Deer Island all other prisoners held in said house
12 of correction at South Boston, and when he shall
13 have so removed all said prisoners it shall cease

14 to be a house of correction.
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1 Section 15. All expenses of said reformatory,
2 including compensations of officers and employ-
-5 ces, shall be paid from the treasury of the Com-
-4 monwcalth, upon vouchers approved by said
5 commissioners.

1 Section 16. For the purpose of meeting ex-
-2 pcnscs incurred in carrying out the provisions of
3 this act in constructing said reformatory, the
4 treasurer and receiver-general is hereby author-
-5 ized, with the approval of the governor and coun-
-6 cil, to issue certificates of indebtedness to an
7 amount not exceeding three hundred thousand
8 dollars, for a term not exceeding twenty-five
9 years. Said certificates of indebtedness shall be

10 issued either as registered bonds or with interest
11 coupons attached, and shall bear interest not ex-

-12 ceeding four per centum per annum, payable serai-
-13 annually on the first days of May and November
14 in each year. Such certificates shall be designated
15 on the face thereof as the eastern reformatory
16 loan, shall be countersigned by the governor, and
17 shall be deemed a pledge of the faith and credit
18 of the Commonwealth.
19 The principal and interest shall be paid at the
20 times specified therein, in gold coin of the United
21 States, or its equivalent. Said certificates of in-
-22 debtedness shall be sold and disposed of by said
23 treasurer at public auction, or by such other mode,
24 and at such time and prices and in such amounts

25 as he shall deem best. Said treasurer and receiver-
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2G general shall, on issuing any of said bonds, estah-
-27 lish a sinking fund and determine the amount to
28 be paid thereto each year, sufficient, with its ac-
-29 cumulations, to extinguish the debt at maturity.

1 Section 17. The city of Boston shall pay to
2 the treasurer and receiver-general of the Common-
-3 wealth annually an amount sufficient to pay the
4 interest for the current year upon the loan issued
5 by him under the provisions of this act, together
6 with such sum as said treasurer has determined
7 to be paid to the sinking fund annually, as herein-
-8 before provided. Said treasurer shall notify said
9 city of the amount due under the provisions of

1 Section 18. After all prisoners have been
2 removed from said Suffolk county house of correc-
-8 tion at South Boston, the mayor of Boston shall
4 sell, in behalf of said city, the land and buildings
5 used therefor, and shall pay the proceeds of such
6 sale to the treasurer and receiver-general of the
7 Commonwealth, who shall place the same in the
8 sinking fund established to extinguish the debt
9 incurred by the Commonwealth under the pro-

10 visions of this act. When the proceeds of said
11 sale have been so paid, the obligation of the city
12 of Boston imposed by the preceding section shall
13 cease. If the proceeds of said sale exceed the
14 amount of said debt, the excess shall be paid to
15 the treasurer of the city of Boston, to be expended
1G as other revenue of said city is expended.

10 said section.
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1 Section 19. Chapter three hundred and forty-
-2 seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
3 and ninety-nine, with the exception of the fourth
4 section thereof, is hereby repealed.

1 Section 20. This act shall take effect upon
2 its passage.




