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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common
wealth of Massachusetts in General Court assembled

The Metropolitan Park Commission submits herewith a 
special report in regard to a parkway or boulevard from the 
Point of Pines to Lynn Woods, and thence to Middlesex 
Fells, as directed by chapter 501 of the Acts ot 1898.

The Point of Pines is at the northerly end of Revere Beach. 
Lynn Woods is a reservation of 2,000 acres of wild land on 
the northerly side of the city of Lynn, owned and developed 
by that city for a public park and source of water supply. 
Middlesex Fells is the second largest woods reservation ot 
the Metropolitan Parks System, and, including the lands and 
waters of the Metropolitan and \Vinchester water systems, 
contains about 3,200 acres. No provision has yet been 
made for a parkway or boulevard between these reservations, 
and there is no existing public street between them which is so 
well defined as to make it possible to pass easily and directly 
from one to the other.The Commissioners have familiarized themselves with the 
subject-matter of this report by personal examination of the 
ground and by investigation and report ot the landscape 
architect, engineer and real estate expert. Ihey have also 
given hearings to such committees and citizens of the cities 
and towns most directly interested in the matter as have 
asked for such hearings.Between the Point of Pines, that is, Revere Beach, and 
Lynn Woods there are several possible routes tor the sug
gested parkway or boulevard. Most of these routes he
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through thickly settled portions of the city of Lynn, and if 
either were adopted many buildings would have to be 
acquired. The cost of the land would therefore be so great 
as to permit the acquirement of only enough width for a for
mal boulevard. Such a boulevard would provide little more 
than a wide city street through unattractive surroundings. 
One more westerly route is available however through lands 
comparatively unoccupied by buildings, which possesses the 
advantage of being readily accessible to both Lynn and 
Saugus and of still retaining considerable beauty of scenery. 
A parkway by this route would run along the south bank of 
Saugus River to Ballard Street in Saugus, thence across the 
river and through lands belonging chiefly to the city of Lynn 
between Holyoke Street and the Breed’s Pond and Park 
Street entrances to Lynn Woods. It would have the charm 
of ample open space, views of river, brook and pond, and 
the bold scenery of the woods to which it gives approach. 
Besides accommodating Lynn it would also bring Saugus and 
the country beyond into easy access with the park system. 
The land for a parkway along this route is estimated as likely 
to cost about $75,000. The cost of construction will be 
somewhat greater than by other routes; but the combined 
cost of both land and construction will be about the same as 
that by either of the other routes, leaving its greater ampli
tude, attractiveness and usefulness as elements to recommend 
it above other routes.

From Lynn Woods to Middlesex Fells only two routes 
are available. The topography of the intervening country 
makes it likely that no others will ever be considered avail
able, while the trend of population is such that the cost of 
either will undoubtedly be greater in the future than now. 
The more northerly or Wakefield route is from the Great 
Woods Road of Lynn Woods along Howlett’s Pond and 
Brook in Saugus to Hart’s Hill and Crystal Lake in Wake
field and thence south-westerly to the Fells at Doleful Pond 
in Stoneham. This route would provide a parkway about 
six miles long through scenery of much the same character 
as that of the reservations. To preserve its beauty would 
require ample takings amounting almost to an extension of 
the reservations to meet each other. The most southerly or
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Melrose route is from the same Great Woods Road across 
the upper Saugus Meadows through an interval between the 
hills to Ell Pond in Melrose and thence to the Fells. Its 
length would be about four and one-half miles. The first 
two-thirds of the route would be through open lands of low 
cost while the remaining land except the park lands along 
Ell Pond would be in a compactly settled and attractive 
portion ot Melrose. Its scenery would be that of an inter
vale parkway, attractive and restful in the midst of a large 
population and a contrast to the wilder scenery of the reser
vations. The cost of the land for this route would be about 
$75,000, which is about $10,000 in excess ot the estimated 
cost of the land by the Wakefield route. The cost of con
struction for the Melrose route would be about $190,000, 
while that of the Wakefield route would be about $226,000. 
By either route, however, partial construction would prob
ably answer for many years to come. The choice between 
these two routes must rest on practical considerations other 
than those of attractiveness or accommodation to the city or 
town in which the parkway would lie. Taking all these 
considerations into account, the Commission regards the 
Melrose or intervale route as most desirable. Its reasons, 
stated briefly, are : that this route is shorter, that it is avail
able to a larger population and will divide the northern half 
of the District more equitably, that its attractiveness is less 
dependent upon surrounding scenery likely to be destroyed 
in time, and that its contrast to the scenery of the reserva
tions will be a pleasant element of variety in the park 
system. The Commission is inclined to suggest, however, 
that, as Wakefield is a large and growing town of the parks 
district and has provided itself with local parks of great 
heauty which will remain unconnected with the park system, 
it is worthy of consideration whether provision might not 
also wisely be made at this time for acquiring the land for 
that portion of the Wakefield route between Middlesex Fells 
and Crystal Lake or Hart’s Hill. A future parkway over 
this land would bring Wakefield into easy communication 
with the park system and the parkways towards Boston, and 
would also make it easy for the people ot the rest ol the 
district to reach Wakefield’s very attractive parks.
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Certain other facts will he useful in considering the rela

tion which the parkways here described will bear to the 
entire Metropolitan Park System. This system is being 
provided, in accordance with a report and general plan pre
sented to the legislature in 1893 and is designed to be an 
adequate and complete system for the entire Metropolitan 
Parks District. The State House is at the centre of this 
District and Charles River is the natural dividing line be
tween its northerly and southerly halves. The generous 
legislation since 1893 has enabled this Board to carry out 
practically all of the plan in the southerly half of the District 
and a considerable part of the plan in the northerly half. 
As a result the reservations and parkways south of Charles 
River, uniting with the Boston Park System, form a very 
complete and well-connected system with that river as a base, 
from which Nantasket Beach alone, at the extreme south-east 
corner of the District, stands remote and unconnected.

The northerly half of the Metropolitan Park System, how
ever, lacks the completeness of the southern half. Between 
the reservations and parkways already provided several gaps 
remain. From Charles River to Fells way there is no con
necting parkway although the legislature has specifically 
directed this Commission, by chapter 273 of the Acts of 1899, 
to consider and report upon the feasibility of providing a 
parkway to fill this gap. Middlesex Fells is at the end of a 
parkway provided for from Charles River to the Mystic 
lakes and also at the end of Fellsway. Revere Beach is 
connected with Fellsway and Mystic River by the Revere 
Beach Parkway. Between Middlesex Fells, Fellsway, Re
vere Beach Parkway and Revere Beach is nearly one-fourth 
of the entire territory of the Metropolitan Parks District, 
untouched by any portion of the Metropolitan Park System. 
At the extreme north-easterly corner stands Lynn Woods, 
balancing, in that northern half of the District, the great Blue 
Hills Reservation in the southern half of the District. When 
the general plan for a Metropolitan Park System was out
lined in 1893, Lynn Woods, although a local park like 
Boston parks, was regarded as always to be one ol the most 
attractive and important open spaces of the District. There 
is no reason to change the opinion then held. In this
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Reservation the charm of wildness and great area remain 
unbroken save by the roads which reveal the beauty of its 
ponds and great rock masses. Its boundary hills rise 
abruptly from the busy streets of Lynn, so that hardly more 
than a step from the noise of shop and factory is to be found 
a restfulness like that of the deep forest.

The city of Lynn, containing over 60,000 inhabitants, is 
the third largest city of the Metropolitan Parks District, 
yet, like its great woods park, it stands remote and appar
ently unconnected with the rest of the Metropolitan Parks 
District. The suggested parkways from Revere Beach to 
Lynn Woods and from Lynn Woods to Middlesex Fells 
nould connect Lynn and its great Reservation with the rest 
of the District and park system, provide an entrance and 
outlet for the northerly end of Revere Beach, and, except 
for the gap between Mystic River and Charles River, unite 
the reservations and parkways north of Charles River into a 
well-connected system similar to that in the southerly half 
of the District, from which the shore reservations at Swamp- 
scott and Lynn, like Nantasket Beach in the extreme 
south-east of the District, would alone stand remote and 
unconnected.

Respectfully submitted,
WILLIAM B. D e L as CASAS,

Chairman.
EDWIN B. HASKELL,
EDWIN U. CURTIS,
DAVID N. SKILLINGS, 
ELLERTON P. WHITNEY,

Metropolitan Park Commissioners.

[Chapter 501 of the Acts of the Year 1898.]
An A ct r ela tiv e  to a  bou lev ard  from  th e  po in t  o f  pin e s

TO LYNN WOODS, AND FROM LYNN WOODS TO THE MIDDLESEX 
FELLS.

S ection  1. The Metropolitan Park Commission is hereby 
authorized and instructed to make an investigation as to the advis
ability of constructing a boulevard from the Point of Pines to Lynn
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Woods, and from the Lynn Woods to Middlesex Fells. Said 
Commission shall consider the various practicable routes and the 
cost of construction, and shall report the result of its investigation, 
together with its recommendations, to the next General Court. 
Any expense incurred under this act shall be deducted from the 
unexpended balance of the general appropriation for metropolitan 
boulevards.

S ection  2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
Approved June 6, 1898.
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