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House of Representatives, June 1, 1900

The committee on Roads and Bridges, to whom was
ferred the seventh annual report of the Massachusetts Hi
way Commission (Pub. Doc. No. 54), report, in part,
accompanying bill.

For the committee

JOSEPH L. COLE

tfommomocaltl) of iHassacljusctls.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred.

AN ACT
Relative to Contracts between Cities and Towns and

the Massachusetts Highway Commission for the
Construction of State Highways.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows

1 Section 1. Section four of chapter four hun-
-2 dred and ninety-seven of the acts of the year
3 eighteen hundred and ninety-four is hereby
4 amended by striking out the word “ thirty,” in
5 line thirteen, and inserting in place thereof the
6 word: ten, —so as to read as follows:
7 Section 4. Said commission shall, when about
8 to construct any highway, give to each city and
9 town in which said highway lies a certified copy

10 of the plans and specifications for said highway,
11 with a notice that said commission is ready for
12 the construction of said road. Such city or town
13 shall have the right, without advertisement, to
14 contract with said commission for the construction
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15 of so much of such highway as lies within its
16 limits, in accordance with the plans and specifica-
-17 tions, and under its supervision and subject to its
18 approval, at a price agreed upon between said
19 commission and said city or town. If said city
20 or town shall not elect to so contract within ten
21 days said commission shall advertise in two or
22 more papers published in the county where the
23 road or portion of it is situated, and in three or
24 more daily papers published in Boston, for bids
25 for the construction of said highway under their
26 supervision and subject to their approval, in ac-

-27 cordance with plans and specifications to be fur-
-28 nished by said commission. Such advertisement
29 shall state the time and place for opening the
30 proposals in answer to said advertisements, and
31 reserve the right to reject any and all proposals.
32 All such proposals shall be sealed and shall be
33 kept by the board, and shall be oj)en to public
34 inspection after said proposals have been accepted
35 or rejected. Said commission may reject any or
36 all bids, or if a bid is satisfactory they shall, with
37 the approval of the governor and council, make a

38 contract in writing on behalf of the Common-
-39 wealth for said construction, and shall require of
40 the contractor a bond for at least twenty-five per
41 centum of the contract price to indemnify any
42 city or town in which such highway lies, against
43 damage while such road is being constructed; and
44 the Commonwealth shall not be liable for any
45 damage occasioned thereby. All construction of
46 state roads shall be fairly apportioned by said
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commission among the different counties, and not
more that ten miles of state road shall be con-

structed in any one county in any one year on
petition as aforesaid, without the previous ap-
proval thereof in writing by the governor and
council.
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1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


