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House of Representatives, Jane 11, 1900.

The committee on Railroads, to whom was referred the
petition (with accompanying hill, House, No. 706) of J.
Q. A. Pettengill for legislation to provide that street rail-
way companies shall bear a portion of the expense of the
abolition of grade crossings in certain cases, report the ac-
companying bill.

For the Committee,

F. J. HORGAN.

House of Representatives, June 29, 1900.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred
the bill relative to the abolition of grade crossings, report
that the further consideration thereof be referred to the next
general court.

For the committee,

CHAS. H. ADAMS.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred.

AN ACT
Relative to the Abolition of Grade Crossings.

same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section three of chapter four
2 hundred and twenty-eight of the acts of the year
3 eighteen hundred and ninety is hereby amended
4 by inserting after the word “ situated,” in the
5 eighteenth line, the words: and any street rail-
-6 way company or companies having a location in
7 the highway in which the crossing or crossings
8 are situated; and by inserting after the word
9 “town,” in the twentieth line, the words: nor

10 more than five per centum of such cost upon such
11 street railway company or companies, —so as to
12 read as follows:
13 Section 3. The members of the said coramis-
-14 sion shall meet as soon as may be after receiving
15 notice of their appointment; and if, after due
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1G notice and hearing, the commission decides that
17 the alterations are necessary for the security and
18 convenience of the public, it shall prescribe the
19 manner and limits within which such alterations
20 shall be made and shall determine which party
21 shall do the work, or shall apportion the work to be
22 done between the railroad companies and the city
23 or town. The railroad companies shall pay sixty-
-21 five per centum of the total actual cost of the
25 alterations, including in such cost the cost of the
26 hearing and the compensation of the commission-
-27 ers and auditors for their services, and all dam-
-28 ages, including those mentioned in section five of
29 this act; and the said commission shall apportion
30 the remaining thirty-five per centum of said cost
31 between the Commonwealth and the city or town
32 in which the crossing or crossings are situated,
33 and any street railway company or companies
31 having a location in the highway in which the
35 crossing or crossings are situated: provided, how-
-36 ever, that not more than five per centum of such
37 cost shall be apportioned to such city or town,
38 nor more than five per centum of such cost upon
39 such street railway company or companies: pro-
-10 tided further, that the Commonwealth shall not
11 be charged any part of the expenses of abolishing
12 grade crossings which are established after the
13 passage of this act.

1 Section 2. Section seven of chapter four hun-
-2 dred and twenty-eight of the acts of the year
3 eighteen hundred and ninety, as amended by chap-
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ter two hundred and eighty-three of the acts of
5 the year eighteen hundred and ninety-three, and as
6 amended by chapter five hundred and forty-five of
7 the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
8 four, is hereby amended by adding after the words
9 “by the railroads,” in the fifth line, the words:

10 street railway companies; —by adding after the
11 words “railroad corporation,” in the thirteenth
12 line, the following words: —and on the part of
18 the street railway company; and by striking out,
Id in the fourteenth line, the word “ it,” and insert-
15 ing in place thereof the word; them, —so as to
16 read as follows:
17 Section 7. The court shall appoint an auditor,
18 who shall be a disinterested person, not an inhab-
19 itant of the city or town in which the crossing
20 is situated, to whom shall from time to time be
21 submitted all accounts of expense, whether in-
22 curred by the railroads, street railway companies,
23 city, town, commission or auditor, who shall audit
21 the same and make report thereon to the court;
25 which auditing, when accepted by the court,
26 shall be final. The compensation of the auditor
27 shall be determined in accordance with the pro-
28 visions of law relative to the compensation of
29 auditors appointed by the superior court in civil
80 cases.
31 Said court shall from time to time issue its
32 decrees for payment on the part of the railroad
33 corporation, and on the part of the street railway
31 company, not exceeding the amounts apportioned
35 to them by said auditor, and for payment on the
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36 part of the Commonwealth, not exceeding the
37 amounts apportioned to the Commonwealth and
38 to the city or town; and such city or town shall
39 repay to the Commonwealth the amount appor-
-40 tioned to the city or town by said auditor, with
41 interest thereon, payable annually, at the rate of
42 four per centum per annum from the date of the
43 acceptance of the report of the auditor. Such
44 payment of the principal shall be made annually
15 in such amounts as the auditor of the Common-
-46 wealth may designate; and the amount of pay-
-47 ment designated for the year, with the interest
48 due on the outstanding principal, shall be included
49 by the treasurer and receiver-general in, and
50 made a part of, the sum charged to such city
51 or town, and be assessed upon it in the appor-
-52 tionment and assessment of its annual state tax;
53 and said treasurer shall in each year notify
54 such city or town of the amount of such assess-

-55 ment, which amount shall be paid by the city or

56 town into the treasury of the Commonwealth at
57 the time required for the payment and as a part
58 of its state tax.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




