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House of Representatives, July 6, p.m., 1900.

The committee on Public Health, to whom was referred
the petition of Rufus B. Dodge, mayor, for legislation to
authorize the city of Worcester to improve the channel of
Middle River, report the accompanying bill.

For the Committee,

WILLIAM J. BULLOCK.

ComnunuDcnltl) of iltassarljusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred

AN ACT
To authorize the City of Worcester to improve the

Channel of Middle River.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as folioi

1 Section 1. The city of Worcester for the
2 purpose of preserving the public health may
8 straighten, widen, deepen and improve the chan-
-4 nel of Middle River in that city, and may take by
5 purchase or otherwise the lands or any of them
G lying within the district bounded westerly by
7 the dam of the Worcester Carpet Company, so
8 called, and easterly by the dam of the Worcester
9 Wire Company, so called, and within two thou-

10 sand feet of said Middle River on both sides
11 thereof between said dams, and may also take any
12 easements and lights, either new or now existing,
13 in any of said lands.
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1 Section 2. When any of said lands, ease-
-2 raents and rights are so taken, in any manner
3 other than by purchase, said city shall, within
4 thirty days after such taking, cause to be recorded
5 in the Worcester district registry of deeds for
6 the county of Worcester, a description of the
7 same as certain as is required in a common con-
-8 veyance of land with a statement that the same
9 are taken pursuant to the provisions of this act,

10 which said description and statement shall be
11 signed by the mayor of the city, and the title to
12 all lands, easements and rights so taken shall
13 thereupon vest in the city of Worcester.

1 Section 3. The city of Worcester shall make
2 compensation to the owners of such lands, ease-
-3 raents and rights as it shall take under this act,
4 and any person who fails to agree with the
5 city as to the amount of his damages, may apply
6 for the assessment thereof by petition to the su-

-7 perior court in the county of Worcester at any
8 time within one year after such taking. Upon
9 the filing of such petition, further proceedings

10 thereon shall be had in the manner provided by
11 sections three, four and five of chapter three hun-
-12 dred and sixty-one of the acts of the year eight-
-13 een hundred and seventy-one.

1 Section 4. Every person holding real estate
2 upon or near said Middle River which may be bene-
-3 fited by the acts of the city hereinbefore author-

-4 ized, shall pay to the city such sum as the board
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5 of aldermen of the city shall assess upon him as
6 his proportionate share of the expenditure for the
7 purposes aforesaid, and the sum so assessed shall
8 constitute a lien upon said real estate for two years
9 after it is assessed. If the amount so assessed is

10 not paid within ninety days after notice thereof, it
11 may be collected by an action of contract in the
12 name of the city of Worcester, and it may be
IB levied by a sale of said real estate to be conducted
14 in the same manner as a sale of real estate for the
15 non-payment of taxes. Any person aggrieved by
10 the assessments so made may apply for a jury in
17 the manner provided, and subject to the conditions
18 contained, in section thirty-two of chapter eighty
19 of the public statutes.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.

House of Representatives, July 6, p.m., 1900.

Passed to be engrossed.
Sent up for concurrence.

JAMES W. KIMBALL, Clerk.


