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The committee on Tales on the part of the House, to
whom was referred the order for the appointment of a special
committee of investigation as to the means and influences
employed in connection with the passage of the Westminster
Chambers bill through the House, and also as to whether
any of the rights and privileges of the House have been
violated in relation thereto, respectfully report as follows :

The committee, after careful consideration, unanimously
determined at the outset that the first and preliminary ques-
tion to be settled was whether there was any evidence tend-
ing to show that any member of the House had acted upon
any corrupt consideration or improper inducement, to the
end that if probable cause should be shown a searching and
thorough investigation might be had by a special committee
appointed for the purpose, or to the end that, if such prob-
able cause should not be found, the honor of the House and
of its several members might not rest under unjust sus-
picion, injurious alike to the reputation of the State and
damaging to the honor of those engaged in her service.
Acting upon this decision, the committee resolved to pursue
every line of inquiry, and to follow up every clue which
bore upon the question upon
enter.
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that any information relative to the question under investi-
gation could be obtained, requesting such person to appear
before the committee and testify.

In response to such letter the persons so requested to
appear came before the committee and were carefully ex-
amined upon the matter under investigation. Each of these
witnesses was frank and open in his answers to the com-
mittee, and the testimony of every one of them was explicit,
to the effect that he had no knowledge or information, direct
or indirect, of any venal or corrupt consideration or in-
ducement of any kind being used upon anjr member of the
House. Upon this point the answers of the witnesses were
comprehensive and emphatic.

In response to a similar letter addressed to the editor of
the “Boston Herald,” the committee received a reply from
the managing editor of thatpaper enclosing a letter from the
writer of the editorial in the “ Herald” of May 26, in which
the writer disclaimed having any knowledge or information
whatever on which to base a charge of venality against any
member of the House, and again stated that the “ Herald”
had no knowledge which enabled it to make a charge of
personal corruption against any individual, and that it had
made none.

The committee also examined with care the statements
of the members as to their reasons for changing their votes,
and the committee find in them no evidence whatever of
venal or corrupt action on the part of any member.

The question is not whether members at first voted upon
insufficient information or without listening to all the argu-
ments. The question is, Is there any evidence that any
member was corruptly influenced to change his vote? The
mere fact of change argues nothing improper. Indeed, the
provision in the rules for reconsideration and for more
than one reading of a bill seem distinctly to contemplate
such action; and the committee believe that it will be an
unfortunate day for the Legislature of Massachusetts when
members fear or hesitate to change their votes at a later
stage on a measure and on further argument and a fuller
understanding of the case.
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The committee also believe that the press of Massachu-
setts, influencing as it does in so great measure the opinion
of the people of the state, and possessing as it does their
confidence, can in no better way serve the interests of good
government than by refraining from intemperate and hasty
reflections upon any branch of the government. Venality
and corruption is ever destructive of the best interests of
the state, and ought unquestionably and always to be ex-
posed, condemned and punished; but he who hastily and
inconsiderately impairs the confidence of the people in any
branch of their government inflicts an injury second only to
that done by him who thus '

In this case the committe
rrupts and impairs it.
find no evidence whatever that
Ted upon any venal or corruptany member of the House a

consideration or inducement in voting on the Westminster
Chambers bill; and they believe there is no cause whatever
on which to base further examination, or which calls for any
further action by the House.

The committee therefore do not recommend the appoint
provided in the order re-ment of a special committee, a

ferred to them.
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