
SENATE .... No. 60.

[To accompany the petition of George A. Sawyer and others for legisla-
tion to prevent fraud in the sale of real estate for non-payment of
taxes, and to regulate the distribution of the proceeds of such sales.
Joint Judiciary.]

Be it enacted by the Semite and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section forty of chapter three hundred and
2 ninety of the acts of the year eighteen hun-
-3 dred and eighty-eight is hereby amended by strik-
-4 ing out, in the tenth and eleventh lines of said
5 section, the words “ the owner of the estate upon
6 demand,” and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-7 lowing: Such person or persons as the supe-
-8 rior court for the county in which the real estate
9 lies may, after a hearing and such notice to all the
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10 parties interested as it may order, determine to be
11 just and equitable, having regard to any mortgages
12 or other incumbrances on such real estate other
13 than taxes, existing at the date of the hearing,
14 so as to read as follows:
15 Section 40. If the taxes are not paid the col-
16 lector shall, at the time and place appointed for
17 the sale, sell by public auction so much of the real
18 estate or the rents and profits of the whole estate
19 for such term of time as shall be sufficient to dis-
20 charge the taxes and necessary intervening
21 charges; or he may at his option sell the whole or
22 any part of the land and after satisfying the taxes
23 and charges he shall deposit the balance, if any,
24 in the treasury of the city or town, and such city
25 or town shall pay such balance to such person or

26 persons as the superior court for the county in
27 which the real estate lies may, after a hearing and
28 such notice to all the parties interested as it may
29 order, determine to be just and equitable, having
30 regard to any mortgages or other incumbrances
31 on such real estate other than taxes, existing at

32 the date of the hearing. The collector may in his
33 discretion at such sale require an immediate de^
34 posit by the purchaser of such sum as he shall
35 deem necessary to insure good faith in part pay-
36 ment of the purchase money, which deposit shall
37 not exceed the amount of the tax and the costs

38 and charges thereon; and if he fails to make such
39 deposit forthwith the sale shall be void and the

40 estate shall, then and there, be again offered for

41 sale.


