
SENATE No. 129.

Food and Drug Inspection.

REPORT OF PROSECUTIONS AND EXPENSES.

Office of the State Boahd op Health,
State House, Boston, March 2, 1900.

To the General Court of Massachusetts.

I have the honor to transmit to the Legislature the report of the
State Board of Health required by the provisions of chapter 289 ot
the Acts ot 1884, entitled “ An act relating to the adulteration of
food and drugs,” as amended by chapter 101 of the Acts ot 1886,
entitled “An act to establish the State Board of Health.”

Respectfully,

SAM’L W. ABBOTT

STATE BOARD OF HEALTH.

Secretary, Slate Board of Health.
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Office of the State Board of Health,
State House, Boston, March 2, 1900.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts in General Court assembled.

The following summary is made in compliance with the provisions
of chapter 289, section 2, of the Acts of 1884, requiring the State
Board of Health to “ report annually to the Legislature the number
of prosecutions made under chapter 263 of the Acts of 1882, and an
itemized account of all money expended in carrying out the pro-
visions thereof.”

The whole number of prosecutions made by authority of the Board
against offenders, under the provisions of the food and drug acts,
for the year ending Sept. 30, 1899, was 47.

The cities and towns in which the articles were sold, and in
respect to which complaints were entered in court, the character of
the articles found to be adulterated, or fraudulently sold, the dates
of the trials, and their results, are presented in the following table :

Milk and Milk Products.
For Fraudulent Sales of Milk

Place

FOOD AND DEDG INSPECTION.

REPORT OF THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH.

Cambridge,
...

, . May 22, 1899, Convicted.
Somerville, .... May 22, 1899,
Somerville, .... May 22, 1899,
Somerville, .... Sept. 28, 1899,
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Date. Result.Place
Chelsea, Oct. 29, 1898, ....Convicted.

Jan. 27, 1899, . . . .Gloucester,
Gloucester,
Taunton,
Medford,
Woburn,
Ashland,
Ashby, .

Aug. 2, 1899O'

Jan. 31, 1899, . . . .

March 24, 1899, .
. . .

Sept. 7, 1899, ....Discharged.7

Oct. 29, 1898, ....Convicted.
Oct. 24, 1898, .

.
. .

Jan. 27, 1899, . . . .Marblehead,
Marblehead,
Dedham,
Swampscott,
Southborough
Rock port,

Aug. 11, 1899
Aug. 13, 1899, . . . .

Aug. 30, 1899, . .
.

.

June 14, 1899, .
. . .

July 31, 1899, . .
.

.

July 31, 1899, . . . .Rockport,
Weston,
Manchester,
Littleton,

Aug. 3, 1899, . . . .

Aug. 5, 1899, .
. . .5.

Aug. 18, 1899,
Aug. 18, 1899Littleton,

Dover, . Aug. 25, 1899, . . . .

Hopkinton,
Grafton,

Sept. 12, 1899
Sept. 12, 1899

Butter.
May 11, 1899, ....Convicted,Chicopee,*

Molasses.

Dec. 20, 1898, ....Convicted.Fall River,
Boston, May 16, 1899, . . . .

May 23, 1899, ....Discharged.Boston,
Boston,
Boston,

Sept. 20, 1899, ....Convicted.
Sept. 21, 1899, . . . .

Aug. 10, 1899, . . . .New Bedford,

Pepper.
North Adams, .

.
. Feb. 23, 1899, ....Convicted.

Chelsea, .... Feb. 8, 1899,
Boston, .... March 11, 1899, , , . .

Cloves.
North Adams, . .

. Feb. 23, 1899, ....Convicted.

Allspice
North Adams, . .

. Feb. 23, 1899, ....Convicted.

* The complaints against this man contained six charges, two each for selling oleo colored as
butter, for not marking package and for selling as butter under Acts of 1891.
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Mustard.
Place. Date. Result.

Boston, .... March 11, 1899, ....Convicted.

Coffee.
Fall River, .... Dec. 6, 1898, ....Convicted.
Chelsea, .... Dec, 31, 1898, . .

. .

Maple Syrup.
Fall River, .... Dec. 20, 1898, .... Convicted.
Boston, .... March 14, 1899, . . . .

Maple Sugar.
Malden, .... March 24, 1899, ....Convicted.
Watertown, .... March 28, 1899, . . . .

Drugs.

Tincture of Opium.

Boston, .... April 12, 1899, ....Convicted.
Boston, .... April 12, 1899, . . . .

Complaints entered in court under the provisions of acts relating

Cases.
Milk, 26
Butter, 1
Other articles of food, 18
Drugs, 2

Total, 47

The whole number of complaints entered by the State Board of
Health during the year ending Sept. 30, 1899, in the courts of the
Commonwealth, against parties for violation of the statutes re-
lating to food and drug inspection, was 47. In 45, or 95.7 per
cent, of these, the parties were convicted; 2 were discharged.

Of the whole number, 27 were for violation of the statutes relat-
ing to the adulteration of milk and milk products, and of this num-
ber 26 resulted in conviction. The greater number of these were
for violation of the statutes providing that milk offered for sale shall
be of good standard quality. In 3of the foregoing cases the com-
plaints were for sales of milk containing coloring matter.

Summary.
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Attention is respectfully called to the provisions of section 28
of chapter 397 of the Acts of 1896, by which the people are now
deprived of the legal protection which they enjoyed under the
poison act of 1888 against the harmful action of poisonous patent
medicines.

All of the parties except one against whom complaints were
entered in the courts for fraudulent sales of other kinds of food
were convicted. The articles of food and drugs with reference to
which these complaints were made were as follows :

Molasses, 6 cases; pepper, 3 cases; coffee, 2 cases; cloves, all-
spice and mustard, 1 each; maple syrup, 2 cases; maple sugar,
2 cases ; tincture of opium, 2 cases.

Since there still appears to be considerable doubt on the part of
retailers and others with reference to the provisions of the act of
1897 relative to food adulteration, the act is herewith published for
general information :

[Acts op 1897, Chapter 344.]
Ax Act relative to the Adulteration of Food.

Section 1. No person shall within this Commonwealth manufacture for
sale, offer for sale, or sell any article of food which is adulterated within
the meaning of this act.

Section 2. The term “ food ”as used herein, shall include all articles
used in food or drink by man, whether simple, mixed or compound.

Section ,3. An article shall be deemed to be adulterated within the
meaning of this act in the case of food:— 1. If any substance or sub-
stances have been mixed with it, so as to lower.or depreciate or injuriously
affect its quality, strength or purity. 2. If any inferior or cheaper sub-
stance or substances have been substituted wholly or in part for it. 3. If
any valuable or necessary constituents or ingredient have been wholly or
in part taken from it. 4. If it is in imitation of or is sold under the name
of another article. 5. If it consists wholly or in part of a diseased, de-
composed, putrid, tainted or rotten animal or vegetable substance or arti-
cle, whether manufactured or not, or, in the case of milk, if it is produced
from a diseased animal. 6. If it is colored, coated, polished or powdered
in such a manner as to conceal its damaged or inferior condition, or if by any
means it is made to appear better, or of greater value, than it really is.
7. If it contains any added substance or ingredient which is poisonous or
injurious to health : provided , that the provisions of this act shall not apply
to mixtures or compounds recognized as ordinary articles or ingredients of
articles of food, if every package sold or offered for sale is distinctly la-

belled as a mixture or compound, with the name and per cent, of each ingre-
dient therein, and if such mixtures or compounds are not injurious to health.
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Section 4. No person shall offer for sale any canned articles of food
after the first day of January in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
eight, except goods packed prior to the passage of this act, unless such
articles bear a mark to indicate the grade or quality thereof, together with
the name and address of the person, firm or corporation which packed the
same, or of the dealer who sells the same.

Section 5. All canned articles of food prepared from dried products
which have been soaked before canning shall be plainly marked by an ad-
hesive label, having on its face the word “ soaked,” in letters not less in
size than two line pica, of legible type ; and all cans, jugs and other pack-
ages containing maple syrup or molasses shall be plainly marked by an
adhesive label, having on its face the name and address of the person, firm
or corporation which made or prepared the same, together with the name
and quality of the ingredients of the goods, in letters of the size and de-
scription above-specified.

Section 6. Any person, firm or corporation falsely stamping or label-
ling any cans, jars or other packages, containing fruit, or food of any kind,
or knowingly permitting such false stamping or labelling, and any person,
firm or corporation violating any of the provisions of this act, shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished by a fine of not
less than ten dollars nor more than one hundred dollars in the case of
vendors, and in the case of manufacturers and those falsely or fraudulently
stamping or labelling such cans, jars or other packages, by a fine of not
less than one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars.

Section 7. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent .herewith .are hereby
repealed.

Frequent inquiry having been made relative to the meaning of the
term “two-line Pica” of legible type, as employed in this statute,
the following line is presented as a sample :

The following statute, as amended in 1899 (by chapter 223 of the
Acts of that year), presents the standard of milk in Massachusetts at
the date of publishing this report:

TWO LINE PICA.

[Acts of 1899, Chapter 223.]
In all prosecutions under this chapter, if the milk is shown upon analysis

to contain less than thirteen per cent, of milk solids, or to contain less than
nine and three-tenths per cent, of milk solids exclusive of fat, or to con-
tain less than three and seven-tenths per cent, of fat, it shall be deemed
for the purposes of this act to be not of good standard quality, except dur-
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ing the months of April, May, June, July, August and September, when
milk containing less than twelve per cent, of milk solids, or less than nine
per cent, of milk solids exclusive of fat, or less than three per cent, of fat,
shall be deemed to be not of good standard quality.

The whole number of samples of food and drugs examined in this
department since the beginning of work in 1883 was 107,393, and
the number of complaints entered in court was 1,382. The average
cost per sample for collection, analysis and other work has been
reduced from $2.26 in 1883 to $1.14 in 1899.

The following list presents the total solids in each of the samples
of milk upon which complaints were founded, so far as records of
the same were kept

11.3310.308.75
11.358.98 10.67
11.4610.729.13
11.589.49 10.98

9.76 11.6311.26
11.7210.13 11.26
11.8010.22 11.30

The total number of samples of food and drugs examined during
the year was as follows

Milk, 6,186
Other articles of food 3,069
Drugs, 547

Total, 9,802

Total expenses of collection, examination and prosecution, . . 111,251 83
Average expense per sample collected, 1 It

Fines.
The amount of fines paid into the treasuries of counties, cities

and towns under the provisions of the general and special laws rela-
tive to the inspection of food and drugs was as follows :

Fines paid for Violation of the Food and Drug Acts upon Cases entered for the
Tear ending Sept. 30,1899.

Under the provisions of the laws relating to milk and milk prod-
ucts, f996 46

Under the provisions of the laws relating to other articles of food, . 397 20
Under the provisions of the laws relating to drugs, .... 40 00

Total, 11,432 66
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$33,238.44.

The total amount of fines imposed since the beginning of the
enforcement of the general food acts to Sept. 30, 1899, was

More specific details of the operations of the Board under the
food and drug'acts will be presented in the general report of the
Board for the year 1899

Expenditures

Under the Provisions of the Food and Drug Acts during the Year ending Sept. 30,

For the Enforcement of the Statutes
RELATING TO FOOD AND DRUG

iNSPECTIOI

Relative to Other
Relative to Milk

i j Kinds of Food and
and Milk Products.

Drugs.

Salaries of analysts, 12,300 00 $1,576 48
Salaries of inspectors, 2,600 00 1,550 00
Travelling expenses and purchase of samples, . 1,203 50 600 00
Apparatus and chemicals, 672 60 449 22
Printing, 16 97 4 70
Special investigation, - 50 00
Extra services for inspection, .... 27 00 161 00
Services (cleaning laboratory), .... 73 20 48 80
Express, . 1 26 30

50 00

Telegram
Case for samples,

42
7 50

Sundry laboratoryjsupplies, 5 00 4 99

$6,806 92 $4,444 91
6,806 92

Total, $11,251 83




