
SENATE No. 252.

Executive Department

To the Tlonorahle Senate and House of Representatives.
I return herewith without my approval an act entitled

“ An Act Relative to the Support of State Poor by Cities
and Towns,” with my objections thereto in writing.

This is a bill to increase from five to seven dollars a
week the rate allowed by the Commonwealth for the
maintenance in hospitals of the sick poor who have no
settlements in cities or towns. In these cases the expense
is borne in the first instance by the cities and towns, and
they are reimbursed by the Commonwealth. Last year
the number of these cases in hospitals was 4,307, and the
appropriation was $95,000. On the basis of the number
treated last year, with an increase of two dollars per week
in the rate, an addition to the appropriation of $26,500
per annum will be required in future.

If this bill is intended to relieve small and poor towns
of an alleged burdensome charge it fails of its purpose.
Even if it wT ere true that occasionally a town is obliged
to pay two dollars a week for the support of a patient, the
difference between what the Commonwealth allows and
the maximum charge fixed by this bill, the small towns,
which rarely furnish a case, would lose more by their
contribution to an increased state appropriation, than they
would gain in reimbursement from an increase of the al-
lowance for hospital charges. Instead of being a help to
the poorer communities of the Commonwealth, it is clear
to me that the bill is prejudicial to their interests.

As more than ninety-five per cent, of the hospitals of
the Commonwealth are satisfied with the present rate of
five dollars per week, I cannot give my consent to a change
which will needlessly increase the appropriation for the
State Board of Charity by not less than $25,000 a year.

I therefore consider it to be my duty to return the bill
without my approval.

W. MURRAY CRANE.
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