
HOUSE No. 95.

[Bill accompanying the petition of James F. Carey for legislation to
extend the age up to which children are required to attend the public
schools. Education. January 10.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and One.

AN ACT
Relative to Attendance in the Public Schools.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the SenaU
General Court assembled.

as follows

1 Section 1. Section twelve of chapter four hun-
-2 dred and ninety-six of the acts of the year
3 eighteen hundred and ninety-eight is hereby
4 amended by striking out the word “ fourteen,” in
5 the first line, and inserting in place thereof the
6 word “ sixteen,” so as to read as follows:
7 Section 12. Every child between seven and six-
-8 teen years of age shall attend some public day
9 school in the town or city in which he resides dur-

-10 ing the entire time the public day schools are in

Commcimucnltl) of ittassndjusctts.
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session, subject to such exceptions as to children,
places of attendance and schools as are provided
for in sections three, seven, ten and eleven of this
act: provided, that the superintendent of schools
or, where there is no superintendent of schools,
the school committee, or teachers acting under
authority of said superintendent of schools or
school committee, may excuse cases of necessary
absence; and provided, further, that the attend-
ance of a child upon a public day school shall not
be required if such child has attended for a like
period of time a private day school approved by
the school committee of such town or city in ac-

cordance with section two of chapter four hundred
and ninety-eight of the acts of the year eighteen
hundred and ninety-four, or if such child has been
otherwise instructed for a like period of time in
the branches of learning required by law to be
taught in the public schools, or has already ac-

quired the branches of learning required by law
to be taught in the public schools, or if his physi-
cal or mental condition is such as to render such
attendance inexpedient or impracticable. Every
person having under his control a child as de-
scribed in this section shall cause such child to
attend school as required by this section.
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1 Section 2. Section seventeen of said chapter
2 is hereby amended by striking out the word
3 “ fourteen,” in the eleventh line, and inserting in
4 place thereof the word “ sixteen,”, so as to read
5 as follows: Section 17. The chairman and the
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6 secretary of each school committee shall annually
7 on or before the last day of April transmit to the
8 secretary of the state board of education a certifi-
-9 cate filled out, signed and sworn to by them as

10 follows: We, the chairman and the secretary of
11 the school committee of hereby certify that
12 on the first day of next preceding the date
13 of this certificate, there were residing in said
Id town (or city) the number of persons be-
-15 tween the ages of five and fifteen years, and the
]6 number of persons between the ages of
17 seven and sixteen years.
18 We further certify that said town (or city)
19 raised the sum of dollars for the support
20 of the public schools for the preceding year, in-
-21 eluding only the wages and board of teachers,
22 the transportation of children, fuel for said
23 schools, and the care of fires and schoolrooms;
24 and maintained during said year each of the
25 schools required to be kept by section one of the
26 act relative to school attendance and truancy for
27 a period of not less than thirty-two weeks; and
28 we further certify that said town (or city) main-
-29 tained during said year school required by
30 section two of said act, for a period of
31 months and days.

Chairman,
Secretary,

32
33

of the school committee34

B 5 On this day of personally appeared
36 the chairman and the secretary (above named)
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37 of the school committee of , and made oath
38 that the above certificate by them subscribed is
39 true.
40 Before me,

Justice of the peace.41

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


