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Office of the Secretary Boston, Jan. 11, 1901.

Hon. James J. Myers, Speaker
, House of Representati

Sir; —I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the use
of the legislature, the report of the Commissioners on Unpaid
Bounty Claims.

Very respectfully,

WM. M. OLIN
’.ta

tate House, Boston, Jan. 10, 1901.

Jo the Honorable Senate and the House of Eepresentatii

By chapter 179 of the Acts of 1897, and chapter 525 of
the Acts of 1898, the Auditor ot Accounts, the Secretary of
the Commonwealth and the Adjutant-General were appointed
a commission (to act upon claims for unpaid bounties pre-
sented by honorably discharged veterans of the late war for
the suppression of the rebellion, or by the widows, minor
orphan children or dependent mothers or fathers of such
veterans). Having performed their duty under these
statutes, the commissioners beg leave to submit the follow-
ing report:
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The whole number of claims received was 2,206, which
were adjudicated as follows :

777Allowed,
Rejected, 1,429

2,206
Reasons for rejection

665No promise of bounty by vol
ce after repeated calls, , 296
shown by record evidence, . 169
mt of money, ... 81
mly enlisted men being en-

Failure of claimants to furnish evidence after repeated calls,
Previous payment of bounty claimed
No satisfactory evidence of non-payn
Commissioned or appointed officers (

28titled),
itment, or not credited, . 22Non-residents of Massachusetts at en

Non-residents of municipalities at time of enlistment, as requirec
by votes on which claims were based, .... 16

6Drafted men and substitute
Claimants not honorably discharged, 5

ral (only widows, dependent
3),
ientation of claim, .

Brothers, sisters or heirs in gen
68parents or minor children entitle

Children not minors at time of pre
Widows remarried, .

39
23

Claims not presented within time prescribed by law (prior to
June 1, 1899), 11

Seven claims, which had been disallowed by the commis-
sion because no promise or offer of bounty by vote to the
claimant was found by the commission, were subsequently
granted by the legislature by special enactment.

One hundred and forty-one (141) claims, tiled under the
Act of 1897, were reopened under chapter 525, Acts of
1898, examined, considered and again adjudicated.

Annual Appropriations and Expenditure;

1897. Amount appropriated for bounties, ....125,000 00
Amount appropriated for clerical and other expenses, 1,000 00

126,000 00Total

Amount paid for bounties (no claims allowed),
Amount paid for clerical and other expenses, . • |896 91

|896 91
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1898, Amount appropriated for bountic $50,000 00
Amount appropriated for clerical and other expem 1,000 00

Total, |61,000 00
Amount paid for bounties on 117 claims allowed, . $14,397 00
Amount paid for clerical and other expenses, . . 1,171 431,171 43

Total, ....

1899. Amount appropriated for bouuti
$16,668 43

Amount appropriated for clerical and other expen 00

Total 1,200 00
0,618 61Amount paid for bounties on 499 clai

Amount paid for clerical and other e3
Total $61,573 14

$40,000 001900. Amount appropriated for
I and other expenses, 1,200 00Amount appropriated for cleri

Total $41,200 00

1,195 40
Amount paid for bounties on 161 claims allowed, . 1
Amount paid for clerical and other expenses,

.

The work with which the commission was charged has

was anticipated by the legislature. It was expected that
greatly exceeded, both in magnitude and difficulty, what

the number of cases likely to be presented would be from
me hundred and fifty to two hundred. The number of
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claims actually received and considered is two thousand two
hundred and six. It was supposed that the votes of the
various cities and towns upon which claims would be based
were substantially alike, and that the questions arising on
these claims would be simple and easily determined. On
the contrary, it has been found that hardly any two votes
are alike ; that some votes are general and sweeping, while
others are limited and filled with numerous and varying con-
ditions, in which confusion and error could be avoided only
by exhaustive study and the exercise of extreme care.
Furthermore, there were a large number of cases in which
applicants failed to specify upon which of the votes of the
city or town they based their claim, and in many of such
cases where the commissioners were satisfied that the claimant
was unable, for any good reason, so to specify the vote, they
have themselves searched the entire record thus perform-
ing a great amount of labor which did not devolve upon
them, but which was necessary, in order that justice might
be done to ignorant but deserving claimants. The thorough
and critical examination of these complicated cases, the con-
sideration of each of them in detail, and the enormous cor-
respondence necessarily involved in their settlement all
this in addition to the regular duties of the commissioners,
and necessitating a great amount of extra work on their
part sufficiently accounts tor the length of time consumed
in the completion of the task. It is proper to add that not
only has every claim been examined in detail, but that many
cases have been reopened again and again. It is not too
much to say that an amount of work has been done equiva-
lent to the adjudication of twenty-five hundred separate
claims. To accomplish this the commission has held about
two hundred and fifty sessions, besides devoting much time
individually to special cases.

This report is respectfully submitted to the legislature for
uch action thereon as it may see fit to take.

JOHN W. KIMBALL,
WM. M. OLIN,
SAMUEL DALTON,

Commissioners on Unpaid Bounty Claims,


