
HOUSE No. 162

[Bill accompanying the petition of Aaron C. Dowse for legislation to
provide a simpler method of marking ballots at elections. Election
Laws. January 17.1

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and One.

AN ACT
To provide a Simpler Method of Marking Ballots

used at a State Election.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

1 Section 1. In addition to the requirements of
2 chapter five hundred and forty-eight of the acts
3 of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-eight and
4 the acts amendatory thereof and supplementary
5 thereto, every ballot to be used at a state election
6 shall contain a list of the party names of the
7 political parties represented upon the ballot,
8 arranged in alphabetical order, and at the right of
9 each party name there shall be left a clear square,

10 measuring not less than one-half inch each way.
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1 Section 2. Any voter desiring to vote for all
2 the candidates of any political party named in the
3 list described in section one of this act, may, if he
4 so desires, make a cross (x) in the square at the
5 right of the party name, and any ballot so marked
6 shall be counted for all the candidates of that
7 political party whose names appear upon the
8 ballot. This section shall in no way prevent a
9 voter, if he so desires, from marking his ballot in

10 accordance with the provisions of law heretofore
11 existing, but is to be regarded as an alternative
12 method of marking ballots used at a state election.

1 Section 3. The term “ state election ” shall
2 apply to any election held for the choice of a

3 national, state, district or county officer by the
4 qualified voters, whether for a full term or for the
5 filling of a vacancy.

1 Section 4. All acts and parts of acts incon-
-2 sistent with this act are hereby repealed.


