
HOUSE No. 494.

[Bill accompanying the petition of Horace James and others for legis-
lation relative to town meetings in the town of Brookline. Towns.
Jan. 30.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and One

AN ACT
Relative to Town Meetings in the Town of Brook-

line.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. Except as hereinafter provided,
2 at all town meetings held in the town of Brook-
-3 line the check list shall be used at the door and
4 the name of each voter shall be checked in ink
5 thereon before he is permitted to enter: provided
6 that at original annual town meetings, and at
7 meetings for the election of state or national olh-
-8 cers, the check lists required by the election laws
9 shall be sufficient. None but registered voters of

10 said town shall be admitted to said meetings.
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11 Separate check lists shall be used at all town
meetings and at all adjourned town meetings.
The check list used at any meeting as aforesaid
shall forthwith be filed by the officer in charge
thereof with the town clerk, who shall immedi-
ately determine therefrom the number admitted to
said meeting and shall make a record thereof with
the record of said meeting, which record shall
have the same legal force and effect as the record
of the proceedings of said meeting. All check
lists shall be preserved by the town clerk until at
least twenty days after the final adjournment or
dissolution of the meeting at which they were
used, and shall be open to public inspection.
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Instead of the use of the check list as herein-
before provided, the town may adopt a system of
registering turnstiles for determining the number
of persons admitted to town meetings. The
selectmen shall appoint officers who shall have
charge of such turnstiles and who shall from them
determine the number of persons admitted to each
meeting, and who at the adjournment thereof
shall make return in writing to the town clerk
under oath, which may be administered by him, of
the number of persons who have been admitted
to such meeting as registered by said turnstiles.
The town clerk shall immediately make a record
of such return in the records of the meeting,
which record shall have the same legal force and
effect as the records of the proceedings of the
meeting. All such returns shall be preserved by
the town clerk until at least twenty days after the
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43 final adjournment or dissolution of the meeting to
44 which they relate, and shall be open to public
45 inspection.

1 Section 2. Any vote passed at an original
2 town meeting to which seven hundred or more
8 legal voters shall have been admitted, and any
4 vote passed at an adjourned town meeting to
5 which seven hundred or more legal voters shall
6 have been admitted, shall, upon petition, be sub-
-7 mitted to the voters at large for ratification at a
8 subsequent town meeting as hereinafter provided,
9 except that votes for moderator, or for any town,

10 county, state or national officer, or on any proposi-
-11 tion on which by any special or general law of
12 the Commonwealth a yea or nay vote by the
13 voters of said town at large is required to be
14 taken by ballot shall be final. ]STo vote subject to
15 ratification under the provisions of this act shall
16 take effect until the expiration of the time herein
17 limited for filing a petition for ratification; nor, if
18 such petition be filed, until after such vote shall
19 be ratified in the manner hereinafter provided.

1 Section 3. If, within five days from the final
2 adjournment or dissolution of such town meeting,
3 a petition addressed to the selectmen shall be filed
4 with the town clerk, signed by at least one hun-
-5 dred legal voters of said town requesting that any
6 vote or votes passed at such meeting as aforesaid
7 be submitted to the voters of said town at large
8 for ratification, then the selectmen shall, after the
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9 expiration of said five days, forthwith call a town
10 meeting for the sole purposes of submitting said
11 vote or votes, except the final votes aforemen-
12 tioned, for such ratification to said voters at large.
13 In case two or more votes passed at a town meet-
14 ing relate to one subject-matter and a petition is
15 filed as aforesaid for the ratification of one or

16 more of such votes the selectmen may in their
17 discretion submit in addition to those for which
18 petitions are filed any or all of the votes, relating
19 to the same subject-matter, and for this purpose
20 a vote to borrow money shall be held to relate to
21 the same subject-matter as the vote or votes to
22 appropriate the money to be thus borrowed. The
23 polls shall be opened at two o’clock in the after-
24 noon, and shall be closed not earlier than nine
25 o’clock in the afternoon, and a vote shall be taken
26 by ballot upon the question, “ Shall the following
27 vote (or votes) passed at the town meeting (or
28 at the adjourned town meeting) held on the
29 dav of 19 ,be ratified? Vote: .”

J

30 Any vote or votes submitted for ratification as
31 aforesaid receiving a majority of the votes cast
32 thereon shall be considered to be ratified, other-
33 wise said vote or votes shall have no force or

34 effect: provided, that if any vote required for its
35 original passage more than a majority of the votes
36 cast, then a like proportion of votes shall be re-

-37 quired for ratification.

1 Section 4. Each petition filed as aforesaid
2 shall forthwith be examined by the town clerk,



HOUSE —No. 4941901.] 5

3 who shall ascertain therefrom the number of legal
4 voters whose signatures are attached thereto and
5 shall make a record thereof, and such record, to-
-6 gether with a copy of the petition exclusive of the
7 names affixed thereto, shall be inserted in the
8 record of the meeting called for ratification of the
9 vote or votes named in the petition, which record

10 shall have the same legal force and effect as the
11 record of the proceedings of such meeting. All
12 such petitions shall be preserved by the town
13 clerk until at least twenty days after the final ad-
-14 journment or dissolution of said meeting, and
15 during said time shall be open to public inspec-
-16 tion.

1 Section 5. It shall be the duty of the select-
-2 men of said town to prepare the ballots to be
3 used at such town meeting, and the conduct of
4 such meeting shall be under their charge, subject
5 to the laws relating to elections so far as the same

6 may be applicable thereto.

1 Section 6. A meeting may be held for the
2 purpose of submitting the question of the accept-
-3 ance of this act to the legal voters of said town
4 at any time within two years after the passage
5 thereof. At such meeting the polls shall be open
6 not less than eight hours and the vote shall be
7 taken by ballot as in the case of the annual town
8 election, in answer to the question, “ Shall an act
9 passed by the general court in the year

10 entitled ‘An act relating to town meetings in the
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11 town of Brookline’ be accepted?” and the affirm-
-12 ative votes of a majority of the voters present and
IB voting thereon shall be required for its accept-
-14 ance. If at any meeting so held this act shall
15 fail to be thus accepted it may at the expiration
16 of three months from any such previous meeting
17 be again thus submitted for acceptance, but not
18 after the period of two years from the passage
19 thereof.

1 Section 7. So much of this act as authorizes
2 the submission of the question of its acceptance
3 to the legal voters of said town shall take effect
4 upon its passage, but it shall not take further
5 effect unless accepted by the legal voters of the
6 town as herein prescribed.


