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[Bill accompanying the petition of William P. Hayes, mayor, for legis-
lation to amend the charter of the city of Springfield concerning the
election of aldermen and councilmen. Cities. Jan. 31.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and One.

AN ACT
To amend the Charter of the City of Springfield con-

cerning the Election of Aldermen and Councilmen.

€ommcmu)caltl) of iitassadjusctts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, asfollows:

1 Section 1. The board of aldermen of the
2 city of Springfield shall consist of one citizen of
3 each ward elected at large by the qualified voters
4 of the city, voting in their respective precincts as

5 at present provided, and the candidate from each
6 ward who receives the highest number of votes
7 shall be declared elected. The aldermen hereafter
8 elected shall serve for terms of two years, except
9 as hereinafter provided, from the first Monday in
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10 January next ensuing after the annual municipal
11 election at which they are chosen.
12 At the annual municipal election held next after
13 this amendment shall have taken effect, the candi-
-14 dates for aldermen from wards one, three, five and
15 seven shall he elected for terms of two years, and
16 those from wards two, four, six and eight for
17 terms of one year; and thereafter four aldermen
18 shall be chosen at each annual municipal election,
19 according as the terms of the several aldermen
20 expire, the aldermen from wards one, three, five
21 and seven and the aldermen from wards two, four,
22 six and eight, respectively, being elected in alter-
-23 nate years.

1 Section 2. The common council of the city
2 of Springfield shall consist of eighteen members,
3 apportioned among the several wards according
4 to the provisions of the charter, and shall be
5 elected from and by each ward, being residents
6 of the wards from which they are elected. The
7 common councilmen hereafter elected shall serve
8 for terms of two years, except as hereinafter prc-
-9 vided, from the first Monday in January next en-

-10 suing after the annual municipal election at which
11 they are chosen.
12 At the annual municipal election held next
13 after this amendment shall have taken effect,
14 in each ward which is entitled to two common
15 councilmen, the candidate receiving the highest
16 number of votes cast for the office of common
17 councilman shall be declared elected for the term



HOUSE —No. 586.1901.] 3

18 of two years, and the candidate receiving the next
19 number of votes thereto shall be declared elected
20 for the terra of one year. In each ward which is
21 entitled to three common conncilmen the two can-
-22 didates receiving respectively the highest and next
23 to the highest number of votes cast for that office
21 shall be declared elected for terms of two years,
25 and the candidate receiving the next number of
26 votes thereto shall be declared elected for the
27 term of one year.

28 At each annual municipal election thereafter
29 one common councilman shall be elected in each
30 ward entitled to two common conncilmen, and
31 one or two common conncilmen shall be elected in
32 each ward entitled to three common conncilmen,
33 according as the terms of the several common
34 councilmen expire.

1 Section 3. All parts of the charter of the
2 city of Springfield or amendments thereto incon-
-3 sistent herewith are hereby repealed.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 acceptance by a majority of the qualified voters of
3 the city of Springfield, present and voting in their
4 respective precincts, at the next municipal elec-
-5 tion following the passage of this act.




