
HOUSE ..... No. 54*2.

[Bill accompanying the petition of Albert A. Bridgham for legislation
providing for the substitution of primary elections for caucuses in
cities. Election Laws. Jan. 31.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and One.

AN ACT
To permit the Substitution of Primary Elections for

Caucuses in Cities.
Be it enacted by the Sen and House of Representatives

and by the authority of thein General Court 'Med,

same, as folio

1 Section 1. Whenever five per centum of the
2 registered voters of any city shall present a
3 written petition to the clerk of said city more
4 than one month before a state election, that the
5 voters at said election shall be permitted to vote
6 on the substitution of primary elections for cau-
-7 cuses, the city clerk shall so inform the secretary
8 of the Commonwealth, who shall thereupon put

Commcmumiltl) of ittassadjusctts,
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9 on the ballot to be used at the state election in
10 that city the question, “Shall primary elections
11 be substituted for certain caucuses in-this city ? ”

12 If a majority vote “Yes,” the following provisions
18 shall thereafter prevail in that city until by similar
IT petition and corresponding question the adoption
15 of the primary election law shall be rescinded.

1 Section 2. In any city thus adopting this
2 primary election law, the provisions of chapter
3 five hundred and forty-eight of the acts of eigh-
-4 teen hundred and ninety-eight and subsequent
5 enactments relating to elections shall not prevail
6 in so far as they relate to caucuses or conventions
7 of any election district wholly within the bounds
8 of said city, or to the nominees of such caucuses
9 or conventions.

1 Section 3. In such city there shall be held
2 primary elections on the seventh Tuesday pre-
-3 ceding general elections at which state officers
4 are to be chosen, and on the third Tuesday pre-
-5 ceding general elections at which city officers
6 are to be chosen, and on the second Tuesday pre-
-7 ceding any special election. These primary elee-
-8 tions shall be conducted under the regulations
9 prescribed by chapter five hundred and forty-

-10 eight of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-
-11 eight and subsequent enactments relating to
12 elections, except as hereinafter provided.

1 Section 4. JNot later than the second Friday,
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2 or in Boston the third Saturday, preceding the
3 primary election, nomination papers for the can-
-4 didates to be placed on the ballots at said election
5 may be filed with the city clerk or in Boston with
6 the election commissioners. The papers for any
7 given candidate must be signed by registered
8 voters of the district equal in number to five per
9 centum of the votes cast at the last general elec-

10 tion for the leading candidate for the position in
11 question of the party with which he affiliates;
12 but no paper bearing less than twenty signatures
13 shall be accepted. A political party within the
14 meaning of this act is one that at the last general
15 election shall have cast for its leading candidate
16 in the district or city at least three per centum of
17 the total vote of the district or city for the office
18 for which said leading candidate was named; or

19 one that files with the city clerk, or in Boston the
20 election commissioners, a petition for the right to
21 have a primary election ticket, such petition to
22 be signed by at least three per centum of the reg-
-23 istered voters of the city, and the nomination
24 papers for the first ticket of such new party shall
25 be signed by at least three per centum of the
26 registered voters of the district or city.

1 Section 5. In the manner prescribed for pro-
-2 viding ballots for city elections there shall be
3 provided ballots for primary elections, one form
4 for each voting place. On a single sheet shall be
5 placed the nominations of all parties, those of
6 each being grouped in a column by themselves,
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7 under appropriate party heading, the groups
8 to be placed in the alphabetical order of the party
9 designation. On each ballot shall be printed the

10 words, in large letters, at the top: “Electors
11 can mark names in only one column. If marks
12 are placed in more than one column, only those
13 shall be counted in the column having the larger
14 number of marks.”

1 Section 7. The return of votes cast at pri-
-2 mary elections shall be made to the city clerk, or

3 in Boston to the election commissioners, who shall
4 thereupon canvass them and ascertain the success-
-5 ful candidates as determined by a plurality vote.
6 In the event of a tie vote, the determination shall
7 be made by lot, at the easting of which the candi-
-8 dates concerned or their representatives shall
9 have the opportunity to be present. Public

10 announcement of the result of the canvass shall
11 forthwith be made. The names of the successful
12 candidates shall forthwith be put on the ballots to
13 be used at the general or special city election, or
14 be reported to the secretary of the Common-
-15 wealth to be put on the ballots to be used at the
16 general or special state election, said names to be
17 so placed with the proper party designation, and
18 no other names shall be put on said ballots with
19 the party designation. But the right to put other
20 candidates in nomination or endorse any of the

1 Section 6. The polls shall be kept open from
2 noon till nine o’clock post meridian.
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21 successful candidates by nomination papers as
22 prescribed by chapter five hundred and forty-
-23 eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
24 ninety-eight or subsequent enactments shall be in
25 no wise curtailed by this act.

1 Section 8. If the city of Boston shall have
2 accepted this act, the last day for filing nomination
3 papers for city offices shall, in Boston, be the
4 second Tuesday before a general election or the
5 first Tuesday before a special election.

1 Section 9. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




