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[Bill accompanying the petition of the Massachusetts Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children, and others, for legislation relative
to kidnapping and similar offences. Joint Judiciary. Jan. 31.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and One

AN ACT
Relative to Kidnapping and Similar Offences.

Uimmcmiucdtl) of ittassadjusctte.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Whoever without lawful authoiity con-
-2 fines, imprisons, or forcibly seizes and confines, or
3 inveigles, or kidnaps a minor with intent to remove or
4 withold said minor from the custody of the person law-
-5 fully entitled thereto, shall be punished by imprisonment
6 in the state prison not exceeding ten years, or by fine

7 not exceeding one thousand dollais t and whoever with-
-8 out lawful authority, forcibly or secretly confines or

9 imprisons another person, whether a minor or otherwise,
10 within this state, or forcibly or secretly carries or sends

11 such person out ot this state, or forcibly seizes, con-

-12 fines or inveigles or kidnaps another such person, with
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13 intent thereby to procure or extort money, or any other
14 valuable thing from the person kidnapped or from any
15 other person, shall be punished by imprisonment in the
16 state prison for life or for any number of years.

1 Section 2. Every offence mentioned in the proced-
-2 ing section may be tried either in the county in which
3 it is committed, or in any county in or to which the per-
-4 son so seized, taken, inveigled or kidnapped in taken,
5 confined, held, carried or brought; and upon the trial
6 of any such offence the consent thereto of the person so
7 taken, inveigled, kidnapped or confined, shall not be a
8 defence, unless it is made satisfactorily to appear to the
9 jury that such consent was not obtained by fraud, nor

10 extorted by duress or threats.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.


