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[Bill accompanying the petition of William E. Ford, president of the
Odd Fellows’ home of Massachusetts, for such legislation as will allow
members of fraternal beneficiary corporations to name as beneficiary
to the extent of any sum dispersed for the benefit of said member, any
home maintained and supported by any secret fraternity or order.
Insurance. Feb. 4.1

in the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and One.

AN ACT
Relative to Fraternal Beneficiary Corporations.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted bu the St
in General Court assembled,

same, as follows
1 Section eleven of chapter four hundred forty-

-2 two of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
3 ninety-nine is hereby amended by inserting after
4 the word “certificate,” in the twenty-first line
5 thereof, the words: provided, that such member
6 may, with the consent of the officers of the corpo-
-7 ration, name as beneficiary any home maintained
8 and supported by any secret fraternity or order,
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9 for the care and maintenance of its aged, infirm,
10 indigent, or unfortunate members, or the care and
11 support of the wife or widow of such member, or
12 care, support, and education of minor children of
18 such members or of deceased members, which said
14 home is located within this Commonwealth and
15 incorporated under the laws thereof, to the extent
10 of any sura disbursed for the benefit of said mem-
-17 ber, wife, widow, or child, by said home at rate
18 of average cost of maintenance thereof, during the
19 period of occupancy of such member, wife, widow,
20 or child, together with any sums expended for
21 assessments, dues, tax, or other payments by such
22 home by reason of such benefit certificates; and
23 may further provide that after said sum shall have
24 been paid, any remaining sum shall be paid to
25 such other beneficiary as the member may lawfully
26 designate, —so as amended said section shall
27 read:—
28 Section 11. Any corporation duly organized
29 and transacting business under this act, which
30 conducts its business as a fraternal society on the
31 lodge system, or which limits its certificate holders
32 to a particular order, class, or fraternity, or to the
33 employees of towns, cities, the Commonwealth, or
34 the federal government, or of a designated firm,
35 business house or corporation, may make pro-
-36 vision for the payment of benefits in case of death,
37 or for both death benefits and sick or disability
38 benefits. The funds from which the payment of
39 such benefits shall be made shall be derived only
40 from assessments collected from the members,
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41 except as provided in this section and in section
42 fourteen of this act. The fund from which the
43 expenses shall be defrayed may be derived from a

44 per capita tax, dues or expense assessments. Such
45 provisions, funds, assessments and payments shall
46 be as required and provided for in the by-laws of
47 the corporation. Such death benefit shall be pay-
-48 able only to the husband, wife, affianced husband,
49 affianced wife, child by legal adoption, parent by
50 legal adoption, relatives of, or persons dependent
51 upon the member named in the benefit certificate:
52 provided, that such member may, with the consent
53 of the officers of the corporation, name as bene-
-54 ficiary any home maintained and supported by
55 any secret fraternity or order, for the care and
56 maintenance of its aged, infirm, indigent or nn-
-57 fortunate members, or the care and support of the
58 wife or widow of such member, or care, support,
59 and education of minor children of such members
60 or of deceased members, which said home is
61 located within this Commonwealth and incorpo-
-62 rated under the laws thereof, to the extent of any
63 sum disbursed for the benefit of said member,
64 wife, widow, or child, by said home at rate of
65 average cost of maintenance thereof, during the
66 period of occupancy of such member, wife, widow,
67 or child, together with any sums expended for
68 assessments, dues, tax or other payments by such
69 home by reason of such benefit certificates; and
70 may further provide that after said sum shall have
71 been paid, any remaining sum shall be paid to such
72 other beneficiary as the member may lawfully
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designate; provided, however, that in any instance
where a benefit certificate has been issued in ac-

cordance with the above provisions and the bene-
ficiary therein named and the husband, wife,
affianced husband, affianced wife, child, child by
legal adoption, parent, parent by legal adoption, or

persons dependent upon the member named in the
benefit certificate have all died, the member with
the consent of the officers of the corporation, and
under such rules as they may prescribe, may have
the certificate transferred to any other person;
and provided,further, that the benefit certificate
shall, in effect, provide that if the death of the
member therein named shall occur when one full
assessment on each member would not amount to
the face sum of the maximum certificate of such
corporation, then the amount paid the beneficiary
thereunder shall not exceed the amount of such
full assessment or the proportionate part thereof
which said face sum named in such certificate
bears to such maximum certificate, but this re-
striction shall not apply to a corporation which
confines its membership to the permanent em-
ployees of towns, cities, the Commonwealth or
the federal government, nor to a corporation hav-
ing an emergency or reserve fund until such fund
shall have been exhausted.
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