
HOUSE ..... No, 825.

[Bill accompanying the petition of Francis J. Horgan for legislation
relative to remedy against gas companies for refusing to furnish gas
in certain cases. Manufactures. Feb. 4.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and One.

AN ACT
To provide Remedy against Gas Companies for

refusing to furnish Gas in Certain Cases.
Be it enacted, by

in General Court
same, as follows:

I House of Jit
2nd by the authority of the

1 Section 1. Chapter
2 nine of the acts of tl
3 and ninety-four is here
4 after the word “ to,” in
5 words: any person or

two hundred and ninety-

ic year eighteen hundred
by amended by inserting
the third line thereof, the
persons,— and by adding

6 at the end of said chapter the following words:
7 and any such corporation refusing to furnish
8 such person or persons with gas, upon the tender

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
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9 by the latter, in case a deposit as security is
10 demanded, of a sum equal to the charges at the
11 usual rate for one month’s supply of the gas
12 desired by the applicant, shall, for each offence,
18 forfeit to the aggrieved party the sum of one
14 hundred dollars, to be recovered in an action of
15 tort together with such other damages as such
16 party may have sustained in consequence of
17 such refusal. But if no deposit is demanded by
18 such corporation as security for payment of the
19 gas to be supplied, no tender shall be necessary in
20 order to entitle such person or persons to maintain
21 an action for damages under this chapter, —so

22 that said chapter as amended shall read as fol-
-23 lows:
24 It shall not be lawful for any corporation en-
-25 gaged in manufacturing, selling or distributing of
26 gas to refuse to furnish or supply gas to any
27 person or persons, or for any building or premises
28 for the reason that a gas bill remains unpaid
29 by any previous occupant of said building or

30 premises: provided, the person or persons apply-
-31 ing for gas shall not be in arrears to such cor-

-32 poration for gas previously furnished to or for
33 said building or premises, or to or for any other
34 building or premises; and any such corporation
35 refusing to furnish such person or persons with
36 gas upon the tender by the latter in case a deposit
37 as security is demanded, of a sum equal to the
38 charges, at the usual rate, for one month’s supply
39 of the gas desired by the applicant, shall, for each
40 offence, forfeit to the aggrieved party the sum of
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11 one hundred dollars, to be recovered in an action
42 of tort together with such other damages as such
43 party may have sustained in consequence of such
44 refusal. But if no deposit is demanded by
45 such corporation as security for payment of the
46 gas to be supplied, no tender shall be necessary in
47 order to entitle such person or persons to main-
-48 tain an action for damages under this chapter.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage,




