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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and One,

AN ACT
Relative to the Solemnization of Marriages.

enacted by the Senate and House of Hejpresentati
’ral Court assembled, and by the authority c

as follows:
1 Section 1. Section one of chapter three hun-
-2 dred and eighty-seven of the acts of the year
8 eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, is hereby
4 amended by inserting after the word “ peace,”
5 in the first line thereof, the words: —or special
6 commissioner, so as to read as follows:
7 Section 1. No justice of the peace or special
8 commissioner shall solemnize a marriage in this
9 Commonwealth unless he holds one of the fol-

-10 lowing offices: city or town clerk or assistant
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11 city or town clerk; city registrar or assistant
12 city registrar; clerk of a court or assistant clerk
13 of a court; or unless he shall have been specially
14 designated by the governor as hereinafter pro-
-15 vided.

1 Section 2. Section two of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by inserting after the word
3 “peace,” in the second line thereof, the words:
4 or special commissioners; and by inserting after
5 the word “justice,” in the sixth line, the words:
6 or special commissioner, —so as to read as
7 follows:
8 Section 2. The governor may, at his discre-
-9 tion, designate justices of the peace or special

10 commissioners who may solemnize marriages in
11 the city or town in which they severally reside,
12 The number so designated shall not exceed one

13 to every five thousand inhabitants of the city
14 or town: provided, however, that one such jus-
-15 tiee or special commissioner may be designated
16 in each town. Such designation may be revoked
17 by the governor at any time for cause.

1 Section 3. Section three of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by inserting after the word
3 “peace,” in the first line thereof, the words:
4 or special commissioner, —so as to read as
5 follows:
6 Section 3. Each justice of the peace or special
7 commissioner designated as provided for in sec-
-8 tion two, shall receive a certificate of such desig-
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9 nation, for which he shall pay to the secretary
10 of the Commonwealth a fee of five dollars; and
11 he shall not solemnize a marriage until he has
12 received such certificate and qualified there-
-13 under.

1 Section 4. Section four of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by adding at the end of the
3 third line the words: and special commis-
-4 sioners,—so as to read as follows:
5 Section 4. The secretary of the Common-
-6 wealth shall annually, in January, send to the
7 several city and town clerks and city registrars,
8 a list of all justices of the peace and special com-

-9 missioners designated under this act, with the
10 dates of termination of such designations.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




