
HOLIKE No. 920.

[Bill accompanying the petition of Richard L. Gay for legislation rela-
tive to the preparation and arrangement of caucus ballots and to
provide additional penalties for the violation of law by caucus officers-
Election Laws. Feb. 6.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and One.

AN ACT
Relative to the Preparation of Ballots for Use at

Caucuses.
Be it enacted by the Senati

in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

1 Section 1. Section one hundred and eighteen
2 of chapter five hundred and forty-eight of the
3 acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-eight is
4 hereby amended by adding at the end of said
5 section the following words: The names of
6 candidates under office headings designating each
7 official position and names arranged in groups
8 shall be alternated on the ballot in the printing in
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9 the following manner, namely: the forms for the
]0 first ballot shall be set up with names and groups
11 arranged in the order as hereinbefore provided in
12 this section, and thereafter the names of candi-
13 dates under headings designating each official
14 position and names of candidates for caucus offi-
15 cers for ward and town committees and for dele-
16 gates to conventions arranged in groups shall be
17 changed in each office division and group, if there
18 is more than one, as many times as there are can-

19 didates in the office division in which there is the
20 most names or as many times as there are groups,
21 if there is more than one. As nearly as possible
22 an equal number of ballots shall be printed after
23 such change. In making the change of position
24 the printer shall take the line of type at the head
25 of each office division and place it at the bottom
26 of that division moving up the column so that
27 the name and the group, if there is more than
28 one, that was second before the change shall be
29 first after the change
30 After the ballots are printed they shall be
31 folded so that the contents shall be concealed
32 from view, kept in separate piles for each change
33 of position, and shall then be piled by taking one

34 from each pile of folded ballots and placing it
35 upon the other pile, the intention being that every
36 other ballot in the pile shall have names in a

37 different position. The ballots shall then be
38 divided into convenient packages sealed and
39 marked with the number of ballots therein, and
40 shall be so delivered at the polling places. No
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41 caucus officer shall unfold, examine or make any
42 statement in regard to a ballot before delivering
43 it to the voter.
44 The fac simile ballots shall be printed so that
45 as far as possible no two ballots shall have the
46 same arrangement of names of candidates or
47 groups.

1 Section 2. Section three hundred and sixty-
-2 five of chapter five hundred and forty-eight of
3 the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-eight
4 is hereby amended by adding after the word
5 “ninety-one,” the words: and one hundred and
6 eighteen and amendments thereto, —so that it
7 shall read as follows, namely:
8 Section 365. A caucus officer who violates
9 any of the provisions of section ninety-one and

10 one hundred and eighteen, and amendments
11 thereto, of this act shall be punished by imprison-
-12 ment in jail not exceeding one year.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




