
HOUSE No. 934.

[Bill accompanying the petition of Everett C. Bumpus for legislation to
provide for giving all possible assistance to the blind. Public Chari-
table Institutions, Feb. 5.1

€ommcmu)caltl) of ittassacljusctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and One.

AN ACT
To provide for the Appointment of a Commissioner

of the Blind to investigate and report upon the
Condition of the Blind.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa*

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
same, asfolloia

1 Section 1. That the governor, with the ad-
-2 vice and consent of the council, shall appoint a
3 commissioner of the blind to make an investiga-
-4 tion into the condition of the inhabitants of this
5 Commonwealth that are blind, and make a report
b of the same to the legislature for the year nine-
-7 teen hundred and two, and thereupon his tenure
8 of office shall cease.

1 Section 2. He shall, in the course of his in-
-2 vestigation, make a complete list of such blind
3 people in this state, their ages, sex and residence,
4 whether in any public or private schools or
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5 asylums, whether self-supporting or not, what
6 occupation (if any) each follows or what occupa-
-7 tion each is fitted for, and any and all methods
8 that can be devised to improve their condition,
9 give them the opportunity to earn their livelihood,

10 and be as nearly as possible upon an equality in
11 life and condition with those having sight. His
12 report shall further contain a full and complete
13 recommendation of what may be best for the wel-
-14 fare of the blind, and incidentally what legisla-
-15 tion, if any, is necessary to be enacted or money
16 to be expended in order that the blind may secure

17 the best possible results from the same.

1 Section 3. He shall have power to secure
2 from any and all municipal and town officers any
3 information concerning any blind person residing
4 within the respective cities or towns, and to in-
-5 quire of the teacher or those having the matter in
6 charge as to the blind children attending public
7 or private schools or asylums within the respective
8 cities and towns, and whether it is for the best in-
-9 terest that such child or children continue to

10 attend, or whether some other disposition of the
11 same can be made that would be for the best in-
-12 terest of such child or children, as to what num-
-13 her of blind children (if any) can be supported at
14 home and sent to the public schools, and what
15 number shall be sent to the blind asylums and how
16 long to remain therein. He shall also inquire as

17 to whether the studies of these children in the
18 public schools can be practically the same as those
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19 assigned to other children, and whether any
20 special branches of education should be taught to
21 the blind in the public schools, and whether there
22 are any that are fitted to attend college or could
23 be so fitted so that it would be for their interest
2d and the benefit of the town or city in which such
25 child or children reside to so attend, and what, in
26 his opinion, the education of such pupils in the
27 higher schools and colleges would cost to the
28 town or city in which such child or children reside,
29 and whether any change can be effected so that
30 the education of the blind can be conducted in
31 such a manner as to open up a greater opportunity
32 for employment than is at present afforded to the
33 blind.

1 Section d. The superior court shall have
2 power, upon petition made by the commissioner,
3 to compel any municipal or town officer, including
d teachers and those having in charge the education
5 of the blind, to answer any and all interrogatories
6 propounded to them by the commissioner relating
7 to any blind person or persons residing within the
8 town or city where they hold office or are engaged
9 in the education of such blind person or persons.

1 Section 5. There shall be paid out of the
2 treasury of the Commonwealth the sum of
3 dollars for the services and expenses
d of the commissioner.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




