
HOUSE No. 1406.

House of Representatives,

The Committee on Public Service, to whom was referred
the Bill relative to hours of labor for State and county em-
ployees (House, No. 91), with instructions to report the
effect of such legislation upon the expenses of State and
County institutions, and also to ascertain and report upon
the number of hours employees are ordinarily employed in
the several State and County institutions, report that, in
accordance with the above instructions, the Committee sent
a letter to each State and County institution in the Common-
wealth, as follows:

“ House Bill 91, which provides that ‘eight hours shall
constitute a day’s work for all employees of the Common-
wealth or of any county therein,’ has been referred to the
Committee on Public Service with instructions to report
what would be the effect of the bill, if it should become a
law ; and also ‘to ascertain and report upon the number of
hours employees are ordinarily employed in the several
State and County institutions.’

‘ ‘ In order to enable the Committee to obey these instruc-
tions, you are respectfully requested to furnish them, in
writing, as early as you can conveniently do so, and not
later than May 15, with the following information :

“1. An estimate of the annual increase, if any, in the
expenses of the institution, department or office under your
charge, which would be caused by the proposed legislation.”

“2. A statement of the number of hours per day during
which State or county employees under your charge are
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ordinarily employed, giving the exact number, when the
number is regular, and giving the limits of variation, in
cases in which the number varies from day to day.”

In reply to these letters, the information furnished the
Committee was as follows :

Present HoursINSTITUTION. Increase.
of Labor.

State Sanatorium, 83,264 84 84 to 12
Worcester Insane Asylum, . . . . 12,879 00 7 to 16
Massachusetts Hospital for Dipsomaniacs and

Inebriates, 10,000 00 11 to 15
Danvers Insane Hospital 50,621 00 8 to 16
Reformatory Prison for Women, . . . 5,000 00 9
Lyman School for Boys, 28,492 00 8 to 9
Medfield Insane Asylum, .... 21,000 00 8 to 14
State Industrial School for Girls, . .

. 6,860 00 ?

Taunton Insane Hospital (increased room), . 16,000 00 8 to 16
( 25,000 00)

Massachusetts Highway Commission, . to > 7 to8&9
( 30,000 00 )

Massachusetts State Prison, .... 25,000 00 84 to 9J *

Massachusetts Hospital for Epileptics, . . 14,569 64 2 to 16
Massachusetts School for Feeble-Minded, . 41,940 00 6 to 13

Increased rooms and houses, .
. . 64,200 00

State Farm, 31,200 00 134
Worcester insane Hospital, ....30,000 00 8 to 17
Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Board, . ? 8 to 9
Massachusetts Reformatory,

.... 10,000 00 10 to 12
? 8 to 9

Metropolitan Park Commission, . . . 14,056 83 7 to 9
Northampton Insane Hospital, (and in-C 15,000 00b

creased room) || 20,000 00 j
Westborough Insane, 24,500 00 7 to 15

Additional buildings, 30,000 00

County Institutions.

Suffolk County Jail, f6,100 00 1 9to 12
Suffolk County Court House, . . . . 2,760 00 ?

County Commissioners, Dukes County,. . 50 00 9
County Commissioners, Worcester County, . 1,000 00 Bto 12
County Commissioners, Berkshire County, . None. 8

( 4,600 00)
County Commissioners, Bristol County, •? to > 7to 10

( 5,000 00)
County Commissioners, Hampden County, . 1,300 00 74 to 8
County Commissioners, Barnstable County, . None. 8
Clerk of Courts, Dedham (Norfolk County),

1260 per cent.
County Commissioners, Franklin County, . 600 00 ?

County Commissioners, Middlesex County, . 6,500 00 84

* Average for day men; 12 hours for night men.
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While the Committee believe that the figures submitted
above are valuable inasmuch as they show approximately
the large increase in expense to the State and counties the
passage of the bill would bring,, it must in fairness be added
that the figures as a whole are estimated merely, and not
complete as the Committee would wish and hoped to submit.
While some of the institutions submitted complete detailed
schedules, others sent in estimates in round sums, which
experience might show to be over or under the amount the
practical enforcement of the law would demand. There are
also included in the above figures estimates for new build-
ings for certain institutions, which the increase in the num-
ber of employees, should all be put upon an eight-hour
basis and boarded at the institutions, as is customary, would
necessitate. The first cost of new buildings should not of
course be included in estimates of the increased yearly ex-
penses to the institutions.

For the Committee,

FRANK BARTLETT.




