
SENATE 41

[To accompany the petition of Arthur A. Averille and others for legis-
lation to make eight hours a day’s work for mechanics, workmen and
laborers. Taken from the Senate files of last year. Labor ]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and One.

AN ACT
To make Eight Hours a Legal Day’s Work for

Mechanics, Workmen and Laborers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. On and after the passage of this
2 act eight hours shall constitute a legal day’s work
3 for all classes of mechanics, workingmen and
4 laborers, excepting those engaged in farm and
5 domestic labor ; but overwork for an extra com-
-6 pensation by agreement between employer and
7 employee is hereby permitted.
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1 Section 2. This act shall apply to all me-
-2 chanics, workingmen and laborers now or here-
-3 after employed by the Commonwealth or any
4 municipal corporation therein, through its agents
5 or officers, or in the employ of persons contract-
-6 ing with the Commonwealth or such corporation
7 for performance of public works. And all such
8 mechanics, workingmen and laborers so employed
9 shall receive not less than the prevailing rate of

10 wages in the respective trades or callings in
11 which such mechanics, workingmen or laborers
12 are employed in such locality.

1 Section 3. Any officer, officers or agents of
2 this Commonwealth or of such corporation, who
3 shall openly violate or otherwise evade the pro-
-4 visions of this act, shall be deemed guilty of
5 malfeasance in office, and be liable to suspension
6 or removal accordingly by the governor or head
7 of the department to which said officer is at-
-8 tached.

1 Section 4. Any party or parties contracting
2 with the Commonwealth or any such corporation,
3 who shall fail to comply with, or secretly evade
4 the provisions hereof, by exacting or requiring
5 more hours of labor for the compensation agreed
6 to be paid per day than is herein fixed shall on
7 conviction thereof, be deemed guilty of a mis-
-8 demeanor, and be punished by a fine not less than
9 one hundred dollars, nor exceeding five hundred

10 dollars, and in addition thereto shall forfeit such
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11 contract at the option of the Commonwealth or
12 such corporation acting through the department
13 originally making the contract.

1 Section 5. From and after the passage of this
2 act the wages of day laborers employed by the
3 Commonwealth or any city in the Commonwealth
4 (or of any town in the Commonwealth which
5 accepts the provisions of this section of this act
6 at an annual election by a majority of the voters
7 voting thereon, the question to be submitted to
8 the people by vote of the selectmen, or by action
9 of the voters at any town meeting) or any officer

10 thereof, shall not be less than two dollars per
11 day, and for all such employed otherwise than
12 day laborers, at a rate not less than twenty-
-13 five cents for each hour employed.

1 Section (i. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




